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Houston  gay  bar’s 

“wetback”  contest 
sparks  protests 

Self-proclaimed  racist  bar  says  nobody  can  take 
a  jo  ke 


By  Chris  Bull 

HOUSTON  —  When  Latino  PWA  ac¬ 
tivist  Loren  Laureano  first  saw  what  he  con¬ 
sidered  a  racist  advertisement  in  the  Mon¬ 
trose  Voice ,  promoting  a  “wetback 
costume”  contest  and  “Cinco  de  Mayo” 
party  at  Mary’s,  a  popular  Houston  gay  bar, 
his  heart  sank.  After  all,  it  was  only  one  year 
ago  that  the  same  bar  held  an  “Aunt 
Jemima  look-alike  contest,”  which  drew  the 
ire  of  Houston’s  Black  community  and 
many  others.  This,  he  thought  to  himself, 
was  the  final  straw. 

“It  was  just  another  excuse  to  line  their 
pockets  at  the  expense  of  an  ethnic  group. 
But,  no  matter  how  you  look  at  it,  it  was 
racism  and  we  were  not  going  to  let  it  go  by 
unchallenged,”  said  Laureano,  who  as  co¬ 
chair  of  the  National  Association  of  People 
with  AIDS,  has  struggled  for  years  with  the 
white  gay  community  over  AIDS  funding 
for  people  of  color. 

The  ad,  which  ran  in  the  April  29  Mon¬ 
trose  Voice ,  offered  a  $100  cash  prize  for  the 
“best  wetback  costume.”  The  bar  also 
advertised  “free  swimming  and  English 
lessons”  and  “green  cards”  as  door  prizes. 
Last  June  19,  Mary’s  held  a  “Juneteenth” 
Party,  inviting  patrons  to  dress  up  for  an 
“Aunt  Jemima  look-alike  contest”  and  par¬ 
ticipate  in  “watermelon  seed  spitting  con¬ 
test.”  The  traditional  “Juneteenth”  Day 
in  Texas  celebrates  the  emancipation  of 
slaves. 

Several  Houston  activists  told  GCN  that 
the  latest  incident  was  indicative  of 
widespread  racism  and  sexism  in  the 
Houston  lesbian  and  gay  community.  The 
ad,  in  addition  to  sparking  the  outrage  of 
people  of  color  in  the  community,  has 
prompted  action  by  the  Houston  Organiza¬ 
tion  of  Bar  Owners  (HOBO)  and  threatened 
to  disrupt  the  June  25  Houston  Gay  Pride 
Day.  HOBO,  in  support  of  Mary’s,  labelled 
the  ad  a  “harmless  joke,”  while  activists  ac¬ 
cused  HOBO  of  attempting  to  “sweep 
racism  under  the  rug.” 

Immediately  following  the  publication  of 
the  ad,  several  political  groups,  led  by 
AMIGA  (All  Mujeres  Interested  In  Getting 
Active),  organized  a  protest  and  boycott  of 
the  bar.  Tejanos  With  AIDS,  the  Texas 
chapter  of  the  National  Organization  for 
Women,  American  Gay  Atheists  and 
LLEGO  (Latino  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Organization)  joined  forces  to  demand  a 
public  apology  from  Mary’s  to  be  printed  in 
the  Montrose  Voice,  Houston’s  only  gay 
newspaper. 

The  coalition  of  groups  staged  a  spirited 
protest  outside  Mary’s  on  the  night  of  the 
“Cinco  de  Mayo”  party.  Debra  Bell,  co¬ 
chair  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Commit¬ 
tee  and  a  participant  in  the  protest,  said  the 
12  demonstrators  were  harassed  by  Mary’s 
employees  and  patrons.  “Maybe  you  all 
should  just  swim  back  across  the  border  if 


you  don’t  like  it....  If  you  could  read 
English  you  would  know  the  ad  was  not 
racist,”  chided  the  counter-demonstrators, 
according  to  Bell. 

Mary’s,  which  now  bills  itself  as 
“Houston’s  racist  bar”  in  weekly  advertis¬ 
ing,  denies  the  existence  of  racism  at  the  bar. 
Assistant  Manager  Mark  “Pickles” 
Casselberry  told  GCN  “the  whole  thing  was 
a  big  joke.  Doesn’t  anyone  have  a  sense  of 
humor  anymore?  The  only  people  who  com¬ 
plained  were  eight  or  nine  women  and  they 
are  always  complaining  about  something. 
The  boycott  should  end.  We  have  always 
been  notorious  and  we  are  not  about  to  stop 
now,”  said  Casselberry. 

In  a  May  27  letter  to  the  Montrose  Voice, 
Linda  Morales,  founder  of  AMIGA,  wrote, 
“If  I,  as  a  lesbian  Latina  activist,  am  told 
not  to  boycott,  then  let’s  have  a  Kellogg’s 
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breakfast  party  and  a  Coors  beer  bust  with 
grapes.”  HOBO  has  supported  boycotts  of 
Coors  and  Kellogg  in  the  past. 

AMIGA  persuaded  the  Pride  Committee 
to  denounce  the  advertisement  as  racist  and 
endorse  the  boycott.  However,  the  Commit¬ 
tee  rescinded  its  support  of  the  boycott  after 
HOBO  withdrew  its  sponsorship  of  Pride 
Fest,  a  fundraiser  held  each  year  after  Pride 
to  benefit  the  Pride  Committee.  According 
to  Bell,  the  Committee  was  not  influenced 
by  HOBO,  and  withdrew  from  the  boycott 
only  after  learning  that  economic  boycotts 
endangered  the  group’s  non-profit  status. 
Bell  added  that  the  Committee  continues  to 
deplore  Mary’s  racism  and  endorses  a  letter 
writing  campaign  directed  at  the  bar  and  the 
Montrose  Voice.  The  Committee  also  decid¬ 
ed  to  allow  Pride  festivities  to  be  broadcast 
by  radio  from  the  rooftop  of  Mary’s. 

Helen  Ortiz,  spokesperson  for  AMIGA, 
termed  the  Pride  Committee’s  decision  to 
drop  out  of  the  boycott  “just  an  excuse  not 
to  take  a  stand.  I  think  they  bowed  to  the 
pressure  of  the  bar  owners  who  wield  great 
economic  clout.”  Ortiz  noted  that  every 
organization  endorsing  the  boycott  has  non¬ 
profit  status. 

Ortiz  said  HOBO  is  an  important  part  of 
the  “old  boy  network,”  which  excludes 
Continued  on  page  9 


‘We  have  rather  been 
invaded* 

As  Britain ’s  anti-gay  Clause  28  is  enacted  into  law, 
lesbians  storm  the  BBC,  activists  question  the  law’s 
impact,  and  queers  around  the  world  join  the  fray 


By  Denise  Sudell 

LONDON  —  “BEEB  MAN  SITS  ON 
LESBIAN,”  screamed  the  headline  in  the 
tabloid,  Daily  Mirror  on  May  24. 

The  night  before,  millions  of  viewers  of 
the  Six  O’clock  TV  News  on  the  BBC  — 
“The  BEEB”  —  were  treated  to  the  sight  of 
four  women  demonstrators  bursting  onto 
the  set  and  chaining  themselves  to  cameras 
and  to  anchorwoman  Sue  Lawley’s  desk.  In 
the  chaos,  co-anchor  Nicholas  Witchell 
swiftly  sat  on  the  demonstrator  chained  to 
the  desk  and  clapped  a  hand  on  her  mouth 
to  stifle  her  shouting,  while  Lawley  calmly 
announced  to  viewers,  “we  have  rather  been 
invaded.” 

Clause  28,  the  British  bill  which  bans  the 
use  of  local  government  funds  to  “promote 
homosexuality”  as  a  “pretended  family 
relationship”  was  to  become  law  at  mid¬ 
night  that  night.  The  demonstrators,  as  they 
later  explained,  wanted  to  make  sure  the 
media  —  and  the  rest  of  Britain  —  paid  at¬ 
tention. 

The  Clause,  which  has  also  been 
numbered  27  and  29  and  which  is  currently 
called  Section  28  Local  Government  Act, 
has  aroused  the  fury  of  British  lesbians  and 
gay  men  more  than  any  other  occurrence  in 
recent  memory.  This  American  lesbian,  ar¬ 
riving  in  London  three  days  before  the 
Clause  went  into  effect,  found  a  furor  of 
organization  and  activity  protesting  the  new 
law. 

And  that  furious  protest  was  everywhere. 
It  wasn’t  confined  to  the  sidewalks  outside 
of  Parliament  where  a  crowd  of  about  100 
rain-soaked  lesbians  and  gay  men  broke  into 
raucous  catcalls  and  jeers  as  Big  Ben  struck 
midnight  on  May  24.  Nor  was  it  limited  to 
the  listings  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  press  or 
the  “Out  In  The  City”  section  of  the  leftish 
weekly  City  Limit,  where  organizations  like 
Trade  Unionists  Against  Clause  28  and 


Hackney  Lesbians  Against  The  Clause  ap¬ 
peared  alongside  the  Joan  Collins  Fan  Club 
and  the  Pink  Seat  Warm  Bodies  gay  ballet 
group. 

It  was  scrawled  on  the  walls  of  Tube  sta¬ 
tions  and  restaurant  restrooms,  and  slapped 
up  in  posters  deriding  the  Clause  on  fences 
and  street  signs.  It  took  voice  in  the  public 
condemnation  of  the  Clause  by  an  astoun¬ 
ding  350  volunteer  organizations  ranging 
from  advice  centers  to  arts  projects,  groups 
of  elderly,  Black,  and  ethnic  minorities, 
who  reaffirmed  their  commitment  to  mak¬ 
ing  their  work  relevant  and  accessible  to  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  And,  of  course,  it  pop¬ 
ped  up  (unexpectedly)  on  the  Six  O’Clock 
News. 

Even  as  they  unite  to  demand  the  repeal 
of  the  Clause,  activists  here  argue  heatedly 
about  its  possible  effects  and  its 
significance.  In  a  debate  on  “Clause 
T wenty-Whatever-It-Is-Now, ”  sponsored 
by  the  Institute  for  Contemporary  Art,  bar¬ 
rister  Geoffrey  Robertson  asserted  that  the 
Clause,  apparently  designed  to  keep  the 
discussion  of  homosexuality  out  of  the 
public  schools,  was  “ineptly  drafted  and 
both  the  Clause’s  supporters  and  its  op¬ 
ponents  had  exaggerated  its  effect.” 

Robertson  pointed  out  the  language  of 
the  Clause  bans  only  the  use  of  funds  by 
“local  authorities.”  However,  Parliament, 
in  a  1986  law,  took  away  from  local 
authorities  the  responsibility  for  determin¬ 
ing  what’s  taught  in  public  schools. 
Therefore,  the  Clause  can’t  be  use  to  limit 
discussion  of  homosexuality  in  schools. 

(Indeed,  according  to  the  London  Sunday 
Times,  two  agencies  of  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  have  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 
The  Department  of  Environment,  which 
oversees  local  governments,  has  issued  a  rul- 
Continued  on  page  14 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“A  gaggle  of  screeching,  lesbian  har¬ 
ridans  tricked  their  way  into  the  BBC’s 
Television  Centre.  They  lunged  at 
newscaster  Sue  Lawley  as  she  read  the  Six 
O’clock  News.  The  aim  of  these  hirsute  har¬ 
pies  was  clear.  While  Sue  Lawley  was  merely 
PRESENTING  the  news,  they  were  trying 
to  MAKE  the  news.  And  influence  the  na¬ 
tion’s  thinking  over  the  reasoned  and 
reasonable  Bill  to  prevent  homosexual  pro¬ 
paganda  in  the  classroom.  But  their  act  of 
sabotage  rebounded  on  them.  Because  of 
Miss  Lawley’s  cool  professionalism  (she 
totally  ignored  the  twits)  these  loony  lezzies 
were  made  to  look  exactly  what  they  are  — 
dotty  dykes  who  do  their  cause  nothing  but 
harm.  They  were  bundled  off  into  oblivion. 
While  the  fair  and  feminine  Miss  Lawley 
came  off  the  air  to  a  standing  ovation  from 
studio  staff.  Three  cheers  from  us,  too,  Sue! 

—  From  the  British  newspaper,  The  Star, 
after  a  lesbian  action  protesting  the  enact¬ 
ment  of  Clause  28  (see  story,  page  1). 


Calif  ballot  initiative 
would  repeal 
confidentiality 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  —  The  con¬ 
fidentiality  of  people  who  test  positive  for 
HIV  antibodies  is  being  challenged  by  a 
ballot  initiative  that  will  face  California 
voters  in  November.  The  measure  would  re¬ 
quire  physicians  and  blood  banks  to  report 
positive  test  results  to  public  health  officials, 
according  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter.  Sexual 
partners  of  those  who  test  positive  would 
also  be  notified  of  the  test  results,  as  would 
transfusion  recipients. 

The  initiative  was  submitted  for  place¬ 
ment  on  the  ballot  with  twice  the  number  of 
signatures  (600,000)  than  are  required.  Con- 
gressperson  William  Dannemeyer,  noted  for 
his  homophobic  and  AIDS-phobic 
legislative  activities,  is  a  sponsor  of  the  in¬ 
itiative,  along  with  California  tax  reformer 
Paul  Gann.  According  to  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter,  Gann,  75,  has  AIDS.  Gann  was 
apparently  exposed  to  HIV  during  a  1981 
blood  transfusion. 

People  with  positive  antibody  status  who 
engage  in  acts  of  prostitution  or  who  donate 
blood  would  be  guilty  of  a  felony  under  the 
proposed  measure. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Fag  frat  joins  dyke 
delts  as  gay  greeks 
grow 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  —  Queer 
students  of  both  genders  may  now  par¬ 
ticipate  in  greek  clubs  at  the  University  of 
Southern  California  at  Los  Angeles 
(UCLA).  One  month  after  the  lesbian 
sorority,  Delta  Lambda  Delta,  was  granted 
official  recognition  by  the  school,  the 
11 -member  Delta  Lambda  Phi  fraternity 
was  given  approval,  according  to  the 
newsletter  of  the  Toledo  Area  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Affiliation. 

A  gay  greek  craze  may  be  spreading  along 
the  West  Coast,  since  a  branch  of  Delta 
Lambda  Delta  also  recently  formed  at  the 
University  of  California  at  San  Francisco. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 


...though 
homophobia  still 
popular  among  frat 
boys 

BURLINGTON,  Vt.  —  Two  gay  men 
who  w'ere  scheduled  to  participate  in  a 
discussion  about  sexuality  at  the  Sigma  Phi 
Epsilon  fraternity  at  the  University  of  Ver¬ 
mont  (UVM)decided  to  forego  the  speaking 
engagement  when  they  spotted  a  car  outside 
the  frat  house  with  the  words  “kill  queers” 
painted  on  its  fender. 

The  president  of  the  fraternity  was  quoted 
in  the  UVM  Cynic  as  saying  the  message  on 
the  car  was  merely  part  of  a  spring  ritual 
called  “Car  Wrecking  Weekend.” 

The  incident,  which  was  reported  in  Ver¬ 


mont’s  gay  newspaper  Out  in  the  Moun¬ 
tains,  followed  on  the  heels  of  a  similar  gay 
hate  message  from  another  UVM  frat.  In 
the  earlier  event,  “Drink  beers,  Kill  queers” 
appeared  on  the  Lambda  Iota  fraternity’s 
bus  parked  in  front  of  its  house. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Women  bikers  to 
gather 


CAMP  LAKELAND,  N.Y.  —  Biking 
gals  from  far  and  wide  are  expected  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Women’s  Motorcycle  Festival  ’88, 


Sue  Slate  and  Gin  Shear,  festival  organizers 


which  will  take  place  in  the  Allegheny 
Mountains  Aug.  25-28.  Among  the  group 
rides  planned  are  an  excursion  to  Niagara 
Falls  and  a  “Horsepower  to  Horsepower” 
event  for  “riders  interested  in  exchanging 
saddles”  at  a  nearby  stable. 

In  addition  to  group  rides,  the  festival  will 
feature  touring  and  technical  workshops, 
and  several  competitions.  Other  social  ac¬ 
tivities  will  include  “The  Twisted  Sisters  All 
Star  Extravaganza”  talent  show  and  out¬ 
door  sports  events. 

Registration  for  the  festival  will  be  limited 
to  200  bikers.  For  more  information,  or  to 
subscribe  to  the  Women’s  Motorcyclist 
Newsletter,  Chrome  Rose’s  Review,  contact 
the  Women’s  Motorcyclist  Foundation,  7 
Lent  Ave.,  LeRoy,  N.Y.  14482;  or  call  (716) 
768-6054. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

U.S.  Mayors  to  give 
grants  for  AIDS 
education  targeting 
minorities 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  U.S.  Con¬ 
ference  of  Mayors  is  accepting  grant  pro¬ 
posals  for  community  based  AIDS  risk 
reduction  education  programs  for  racial  and 
ethnic  minorities.  Approximately  15  pro¬ 
jects  will  be  funded  for  amounts  between 
$20,000  and  $42,000. 

Funding  for  the  grants  was  made 
available  to  the  Conference  of  Mayors  by 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC). 

For  more  information,  contact  Matthew 
Murguia  at  the  Conference  of  Mayors,  1620 
Eye  St.,  Washington,  D.C.  20006;  or  call 
(202)  293-7330. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Support  group  for 
HIV-positives  in 
Boston  area 

BOSTON  —  HIV-positive  individuals 
who  have  recently  learned  of  their  antibody 
status  or  who  are  beginning  to  deal  with  that 
knowledge  can  join  a  new  support  group 
organized  by  the  AIDS  Action  Committee 
(AAC)  of  Boston.  The  group  differs  from 
other  HIV-positive  support  groups  because 
it  meets  for  a  limited  time  and  is  designed  to 
“provide  education  and  emotional  support 
simultaneously  and  quickly  to  a  large 
number  of  people,”  according  to  the  AAC’s 
newsletter. 

Every  month  a  new  group  is  formed, 
which  then  meets  three  times.  A  mental 
health  professional  and  a  health  educator 
coordinate  the  meetings,  at  which  par¬ 
ticipants  are  encouraged  to  discuss  their 
concerns  and  reactions  to  new  information. 
The  first  session  offers  basic  medical  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  antibody  test,  and  the 
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other  two  deal  with  safer  sex  practices  and 
health  maintenance.  After  the  three  ses¬ 
sions,  participants  are  referred  to  existing 
support  systems. 

The  idea  for  the  short  term  group  was 
generated  by  service  providers  at  AAC’s 
Mental  Health  Committee,  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center  and  the  now- 
defunct  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Ser¬ 
vice.  They  said  they  received  many  calls 
from  people  who  were  frightened  and 
bewildered  after  learning  of  their  antibody 
status  and  who  needed  immediate  informa¬ 
tion  and  the  support  of  a  group.  Many  were 
unable  to  join  existing  groups  that  had  long 
waiting  lists  and  low  turnover. 

According  to  the  AAC,  similar  groups  are 
forming  in  Worcester,  western 
Massachusetts  and  Provincetown. 

Anyone  who  has  tested  HIV-positive  may 
join  the  group,  and  there  is  no  cost  for  par¬ 
ticipation.  For  more  information,  contact 
AAC’s  Hotline  (1-800-235-2331)  or  Michael 
Gross,  (617)  350-3760  or  522-3700.  ext.  476. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Latino  AIDS  hotline 
up  and  running  in 
Boston 

BOSTON  —  A  telephone  hotline  offering 
information  about  AIDS  to  the  Latino  com¬ 
munity  began  service  here  this  spring.  The 
hotline,  where  callers  can  talk  anonymously 
with  a  Spanish-speaking  counselor,  can  be 
reached  by  dialing  262-7248  between  noon 
and  10  p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday.  The 
program,  funded  by  the  federal  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC),  operates  out  of  the 
South  End’s  Inquilinos  Boricuas  en  Accion 
(IBA). 

Members  of  Boston’s  Latino  Health  Net¬ 
work,  concerned  about  the  dispropor¬ 
tionate  incidence  of  AIDS  and  ARC  among 
Latinos,  started  the  hotline,  which  provides 
AIDS  information  from  workers 
knowledgeable  of  Latino  culture.  Nadine 
Beck,  program  coordinator  of  the  hotline, 
said,  “Attempts  by  well-meaning  Anglo 
organizations  to  provide  brochures  in 
Spanish  can  fall  flat.  Information  needs  to 
be  provided  in  a  culturally  sensitive  way.” 

According  to  Beck,  calls  came  in  slowly 
after  the  service  began  on  April  11,  but 
hotline  use  has  been  steadily  increasing.  She 
attributed  the  rise  in  calls  to  a  leaflet 
distributed  about  the  program,  and  to  a  re¬ 
cent  show  about  the  Latino  AIDS  hotline  on 
a  local  Spanish  cable  TV  station.  Beck  said 
the  hotline  program  hopes  to  continue  ex¬ 
panding  its  services  to  provide  more  com¬ 
munity  education.  For  example,  last  month 
the  hotline  held  a  Spanish-speaking 
workshop  at  IBA  in  conjunction  with 
Names  Project/New  England,  which  is 
organizing  the  Boston  display  of  the 
nationally-touring  AIDS  memorial  quilt. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 


Happy  1 0th 
birthday  GSG! 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  This  month 
marks  the  10-year  anniversary  of  Sydney’s 
Gay  Solidarity  Group  (GSG).  The  group 
plans  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  with  a  din¬ 
ner  and  entertainment  on  Saturday  night, 
June  25.  GSG  hopes  that  many  lesbians  and 
gay  men  who  remember  or  were  part  of  the 
turbulent  1970’s  will  want  to  join  in  the 
celebration  along  with  the  new  younger 
liberationists. 

For  those  who  don’t  remember  those 
days,  here’s  a  potted  version  of  GSG’s 
beginnings: 

In  1978  a  handful  of  gay  people  received  a 
request  from  the  San  Francisco  Freedom 
Day  Committee  for  solidarity  actions  in 
Australia  to  coincide  with  San  Francisco’s 
street  march  on  June  24  to  commemorate 
the  1969  Stonewall  gay  riots  in  New  York. 
So  the  organizing  began  for  a  gay  film 
festival,  a  morning  street  march  and  an 
evening  mardi  gras  —  and  the  Gay  Solidari¬ 
ty  Group  was  bom. 

Word  Is  Out  was  screened  at  Sydney’s 
deceased  Paris  Theatre  and  a  Gay  Rights 
march  took  place  on  Saturday  morning, 
June  24.  The  same  evening,  the  properly  ap¬ 
proved  first  Gay  Mardi  Gras  took  place  but 
the  police  harassed  the  parade  throughout 
and  commandeered  the  sound  truck. 

When  the  carnival  arrived  in  the  Kings 


Cross  area,  the  police  moved  against  it, 
brutally  and  violently  arresting  53  people 
who  failed  to  escape.  Seven  more  were  ar¬ 
rested  outside  the  closed  court  on  the  Mon¬ 
day  morning  when  the  53  were  committed. 
Following  a  packed  and  angry  meeting  a 
week  later,  a  protest  march  was  organized 
for  July  15,  at  which  14  more  people  were 
arrested.  That  year  Sydney  hosted  the  4th 
National  Homosexual  Conference.  At  the 
conference  a  spontaneous  decision  was 
made  to  march  again  on  its  final  day,  Sun¬ 
day,  August  27.  Riot  police  surrounded  the 
conference  marchers  in  Oxford  Street.  That 
day  well  over  100  lesbians  and  gay  men  from 
all  parts  of  Australia  were  arrested.  The  year 
came  to  a  close  with  approximately  200  gay 
people  facing  various  police  charges. ..for 
daring  to  demand  gay  rights. 

□  Kendall  Lovett 

Mural  in  Milk's 
memory 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  mural  com¬ 
memorating  the  life  and  work  of  Harvey 
Milk  was  unveiled  in  San  Francisco  on 
Saturday,  May  21.  Local  dignitaries  in¬ 
cluding  Mayor  Art  Agnos,  Sisters  (of 
Perpetual  Indulgence)  Sadie  and  Chanel, 
former  state  Senate  hopeful  Roberta 
Actenberg,  Black  lesbian  activist  Pat  Nor¬ 
man,  and  the  multi-cultural  women’s 
marching  band/percussion  ensemble  Sistah 
Boom  were  among  the  300-500  in  atten¬ 
dance.  In  true  Bay  Area  style  dog  lovers 
went  so  far  as  to  organize  a  dog  show  in 
honor  of  Milk’s  dog  “the  kid.”  A  fun  time 
was  had  by  all,  and  a  tearful  moment  was 
shared  by  many  when  Milk’s  tape-recorded 


Harvey  Milk  mural  unveiling,  San  Francisco 


voice  reminded  everyone  of  the>  need  to 
come  out.  The  mural,  designed  by  artist 
Johanna  Poethig,  is  located  on  the  side  of 
the  Harvey  Milk  Recreation  and  Parks 
Building,  50  Scott  Street,  San  Francisco, 
California. 

□  RINK 

Writings  by 
daughters  of 
Holocaust  survivors 
sought 

BOSTON  —  A  founding  member  of  the 
group  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of 
Holocaust  Survivors,  an  international  net¬ 
working  and  support  group,  seeks  submis¬ 
sions  for  an  anthology  of  writings  by 
Jewish  lesbian  daughters  of  Holocaust  sur¬ 
vivors. 

Tentatively  titled,  The  Hour  of  the 
Rooster,  the  Hour  of  the  Owl,  the  collection 
will  include  poetry,  photos,  art/graphics 
and  short  stories  focused  around  life  as  a 
Jewish  lesbian  daughter  of  Holocaust  sur¬ 
vivors.  Fiction,  historical  fiction, 
biography,  autobiography  and  other  ap¬ 
propriate  styles  will  be  considered. 

Authors  may  choose  to  publish  under  a 
pseudonym  for  reasons  of  personal  con¬ 
fidentiality.  For  further  information  please 
write:  JLDHS  BOOK,  P.O.  Box  6194, 
Boston,  MA  02114.  Contributors  do  not 
have  to  be  members  of  the  international 
group  for  submissions  to  be  considered. 

□  Catherine  Lohr 


Aerosolized  pentamadine 
and  the  battle  for  access 

AP  is  a  potentially  major  tool  in  the  eradication  of  the 
number  one  killer  of  people  with  AIDS.  Its  limited  access 
exemplifies  the  deadly  negligence  of  the  federal 
government  and  the  medical  profession 


Boston  AIDS  walk  tops 
$1  million 

BOSTON  —  Nearly  twice  as  many  walkers  as  expected  turned  out  on  |une  5  to  participate  in  "From  All 
Walks  of  Life,"  a  benefit  pledge-walk  sponsored  by  Boston's  AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC).  Organizers 
counted  7,500  registered  walkers  in  the  10-kilometer  course,  with  additional  supporters  swelling  the  ranks 
to  an  estimated  12,000  to  15,000  participants.  A  whopping  $1.3  million  was  raised  to  benefit  the  AAC  and 
other  AIDS  service  organizations  —  far  exceeding  the  AAC’s  goal  of  $880,000. 

“We're  absolutely  thrilled,"  said  Liz  Page,  AAC  fundraising  manager,  who  cited  the  walk’s  growing 
reputation  as  a  mixed  community  event  as  a  key  factor  in  its  success.  She  also  said  she  believes  better  com¬ 
munication  between  the  gay  community  and  other  participating  groups  helped  draw  such  dramatically  large 
numbers  for  this  third  annual  pledge  walk.  The  AAC  will  contribute  50  percent  of  the  proceeds  from  the 
walk,  after  expenses,  to  18  other  groups,  including:  The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  the  National 
Association  of  People  with  AIDS  (NAPWA)  and  the  Hyde  Park-based  People's  Task  Force. 

Walkers  traversed  city  streets  from  the  Boston  Common,  across  the  Charles  River  to  Cambridge,  and 
back  along  the  river  to  the  Hatch  Shell  along  the  Esplanade.  Speakers  and  music  met  the  participants  at 
beginning  and  end  of  the  trek.  In  marked  contrast  to  last  year’s  pledge-walk,  there  was  no  overt  political 
dissent  during  the  event.  At  the  1987  walk,  demonstrators  protested  the  homophobic  policies  of  Gov. 
Michael  Dukakis,  a  speaker  at  the  festivities. 

The  AAC  also  received  criticism  last  year  for  distributing  promotional  material  for  the  walk  that  did  not 
depict  participation  by  gay  men,  despite  the  fact  that  gay  men,  along  with  lesbians,  comprised  the  majority 
of  walkers.  This  year,  organizers  were  careful  to  include  gay  men  and  PWA/PWARCs  in  walk  promotions, 
acknowledging  their  contributions  to  "From  All  Walks  of  Life."  DElizabeth  Pincus 

Black  gay  men  in  Boston 
organize 

New  support  group,  Adodi,  confronts  racism  in  the 
gay  community 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  “Being  Black  and  gay  in 
Boston  is  very  hard,”  said  Trent  Pettus, 
who  moved  here  from  Virginia  two  years 
ago.  “I  just  don’t  think  the  gay  community 
is  very  sensitive  to  Black  people.  I  wanted  to 
start  a  group  for  support,  and  to  educate 
people.  If  you  don’t  do  something,  you  start 
to  go  crazy.” 

Pettus,  along  with  about  ten  other  Bosto¬ 
nians,  recently  began  a  support  group  for 
Black  gay  men.  The  group’s  name,  Adodi, 
was  borrowed  from  a  Philadelphia 
organization  of  the  same  name;  adodi  is  a 
Portuguese-African  word  meaning  “Black 
homosexual  male.”  The  Boston  group 
started  meeting  in  January  after  several  men 
attended  a  retreat  organized  by  Philadelphia 
Adodi.  Since  then,  Boston  Adodi  has  met 
every  few  weeks  at  members’  apartments, 
attracting  as  many  as  35  participants. 

Pettus  said  the  group  will  soon  change  its 
name  to  avoid  confusion  with  the 
Philadelphians.  The  most  popular  sugges¬ 
tion  is  Brothers,  a  name  that  members  ex¬ 
plained  conveys  warmth,  friendliness  and  a 
connection  to  the  Black  community. 

According  to  Pettus,  the  group  is  also  in 
the  process  of  defining  its  goals  and 
priorities.  Conceived  as  a  group  for  both 
social  support  and  political  activism, 
members  have  brought  up  a  wide  range  of 
concerns  at  meetings.  The  men  have  discuss¬ 
ed,  for  example:  the  ongoing  problem  of 
racist  exclusion  from  gay  men’s  bars;  the 
need  to  promote  AIDS  education  in  the 
Black  community;  how  to  network  with 
other  groups  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  of  col¬ 
or;  and  how  to  increase  awareness  about 
women’s  issues.  Adodi,  which  as  yet  has  no 
formal  organizational  structure,  also  hopes 
to  develop  a  varied  format  for  meetings  to 
include  such  things  as  poetry  readings  and 


guest  speakers. 

“At  this  point,”  Pettus  said,  “we’re  tell¬ 
ing  people  who  come  to  meetings, 
‘Whatever  you  think  is  important  to  you  as  a 
Black  gay  man  is  important  to  us.’  We’re  all 
so  different  in  the  ways  we  think  —  I’ve 
already  learned  so  much  from  the  group, 
and  I  think  good  things  will  continue  to 
come  of  it.  Some  of  the  discussions  have 
been  rough,  but  we’re  working  out  the 
wrinkles.” 

Members  of  Adodi  said  they  were  drawn 
to  the  group  initially  because  of  feelings  of 
alienation  from  the  visible  white  gay  men’s 
community  in  Boston.  Several  men  said  they 
have  repeatedly  encountered  discrimination 
in  bars,  and  noted  that  areas  like  the  South 
End  —  which  may  be  comfortable  for  white 
gay  men  —  can  be  ostracizing  for  Black  gay 
men. 

“I  never  faced  such  overt  discrimination' 
until  I  came  here,”  said  David,  a  Black  gay 
man  from  Michigan  who  asked  that  his  last 
name  not  be  used.  “Boston  may  be  a 
sophisticated  city,  but  I’ve  met  some  of  the 
meanest  people  here.  And  the  racism  in 
Boston  is  reflected  in  the  gay  community, 
along  with  a  lot  of  sexism.  People  of  color 
must  continue  to  work  together,  and  work 
to  support  women.” 

David,  who  has  lived  in  Boston  for  13 
years,  said  Adodi  has  generated  a  lot  of  in¬ 
terest  and  united  Black  gay  men  of  varied 
outlooks.  “We  have  the  dual  problem  of 
homophobia  in  our  own  community  and 
racism  in  the  gay  community,”  he  said,  “so 
you  see  what  kind  of  problems  we  face.” 

Pettus  explained  that  since  he  moved  to 
Boston,  he  feels  he  has  been  losing  touch 
with  his  community.  “It’s  so  important,” 
he  said,  “to  have  support  from  other  Black 
Continued  on  page  9 


By  Lori  Kenschaft  and  Jennie  McKnight 

BOSTON  —  Richard  is  in  the  middle  of 
his  second  bout  with  Pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia  (PCP).  He  coughs  frequently 
and  says,  “I  would  really  like  to  be  on  AP” 
—  aerosolized  pentamidine,  a  promising 
treatment  for  PCP.  But  he  can’t  afford  the 
$80  a  month  that  it  costs. 

AP  is  just  one  of  several  curative  and  pro¬ 
phylactic  (preventative)  treatments  for 
PCP,  the  deadly  pneumonia  that  kills  more 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  than  any  other 
disease.  The  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  report  that  as  of  May  9,  1988,  21,594 
AIDS  deaths  were  caused  by  PCP.  Many 
PWAs  and  AIDS  activists  claim  that 
number  is  unnecessarily  high  because 
preventative  treatment  of  PCP  has  not  been 
used  by  doctors.  They  argue  that  the  fight  to 
get  access  to  AP  has  highlighted  the  failure 
of  the  federal  government  and  medical  pro¬ 
fession  to  make  life-prolonging  treatments 
available  to  PWAs. 

Michael  Callen,  a  founding  member  of 
the  PWA  Coalition  and  a  member  of  the 
governing  board  of  the  Community 
Research  Initiative  (CRI)  in  New  York  —  a 
project  in  which  community  doctors  test 
promising  AIDS  treatments  with  their  own 
patients  —  told  GCN  “I  have  a  fantasy  of  a 
woman  100  years  from  now  doing  her  doc¬ 
toral  dissertation  on  AIDS  and  the  sorry 
state  of  science.  She’ll  be  able  to  calculate 
the  number  of  unnecessary  deaths  as  a  result 
of  federal  indifference  and  the  incredible 
delays  even  once  it  became  known  that  PCP 
prophylaxis  was  saving  lives.” 

What’s  so  good  about  API 

The  great  advantage  AP  has  over  other 
prophylactic  treatments  for  PCP  is  that  it 
has  almost  no  immediate  side  effects. 
Because  the  drug  is  aerosolized  —  a  machine 
called  a  nebulizer  turns  the  liquid  pen¬ 
tamadine  into  tiny  droplets  which  are  inhal¬ 
ed  directly  into  the  lungs  —  its  concentra¬ 
tion  in  the  bloodstream  remains  very  low. 
This  prevents  the  toxic  side  effects  — 
damage  to  blood-forming,  kidney  and  liver 
cells  —  that  occurs  when  pentamadine  or 
other  PCP  treatments  are  injected. 

AP  is  especially  important  as  a  treatment 
option  for  people  at  risk  for  PCP  who  can¬ 
not  tolerate  the  other  treatments.  For  exam¬ 


ple,  Dapson  and  Bactrim  are  two  drugs  ef¬ 
fective  against  PCP.  They  are  also  much 
cheaper  than  AP.  But  many  people  are 
allergic  to  them  or  experience  excessive  side 
effects. 

Joseph  Sonnabend,  a  doctor  in  New  York 
who  is  the  principal  investigator  in  a 
research  trial  for  AP  at  CRI,  and  who 
employs  AP  and  other  prophylactic 
treatments  in  his  private  practice,  is  a 
leading  proponent  of  the  use  of  AP.  While 
he  cautions  that  “People  should  not  be  told 
‘AP  is  a  guarantee  you  won’t  get  PCP,”’  he 
maintains  there  is  “some  indication  that 
[AP]  is  likely  to  be  efficacious”  in  preven¬ 
ting  PCP. 

Sonnabend  emphasizes  the  importance  of 
studying  AP  because  there  are  great  varia¬ 
tions  in  the  dosage,  size  of  particles  inhaled, 
and  frequency  of  treatments.  And  the  long 
term  side  effects  of  AP  are  still  unknown. 

Although  he  says  he  has  seen  “a  few” 
cases  of  PCP  among  people  using  AP,  he 
claims  that  given  certain  dosage  and  delivery 
criteria  there  is  a  “good  likelihood  that  AP 
would  prevent  PCP.” 

Existing  medical  evidence  about  AP’s  ef¬ 
fectiveness  is  promising.  Clinical  trials 
published  in  the  Lancet  and  the  Annals  of 
Internal  Medicine  show  that  AP  appears  to 
be  an  effective  treatment  for  PCP.  Of  a  total 
of  28  patients,  22  were  cured  of  PCP  by  AP, 
two  had  toxic  side  effects,  and  only  one  died 
in  treatment.  Other  treatments,  in  contrast, 
cause  excessive  toxicity  in  50  percent  of  pa¬ 
tients,  with  a  25  percent  death  rate.  Where 
AP  was  less  than  successful,  factors  other 
than  PCP  —  other  infections  or  smoking  — 
were  implicated.  The  only  negative  finding 
was  that  three  patients  who  were  treated 
with  AP  had  relapses  sooner  than  might 
have  been  expected. 

Other  clinical  trials  using  AP  as  a  pro¬ 
phylaxis  have  treated  a  total  of  120  patients 
for  an  average  of  five  months  each  at 
Memorial  Sloan  Kettering  in  New  York. 
There  have  been  seven  cases  of  PCP,  all  of 
which  were  mild.  No  toxic  side  effects  were 
observed. 

But  these  clinical  trials  do  not  meet  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  (FDA)  re¬ 
quirements  for  establishing  that  a  treatment 
is  safe  and  effective,  primarily  because  they 
Continued  on  page  14 


A  new  les/gay  liaison  for 
Boston 

An  interview  with  Ann  Sanders 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  Ann  Sanders  has  served  as 
Mayor  Ray  Flynn 's  liaison  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  since  early  March.  She  is  the 
fourth  person  to  hold  the  post,  one  of 
several  community  liaison  positions  in  the 
city’s  Office  of  Neighborhood  Services. 
From  her  tiny  office  on  the  7th  floor  of 
Boston ’s  City  Hall,  Sanders  juggles  a  hectic 
schedule  of  responsibilities:  she  advises 
Flynn  on  matters  of  concern  to  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  and  deals  with- a  host  of  other 
issues  that  crop  up  on  a  daily  basis. 

Prior  to  taking  the  liaison  job,  Sanders 
worked  as  a  free  lance  editor.  Her 
background  also  includes  experience  as  a 
high  school  teacher,  a  youth  advocate,  a 
partner  in  a  small  construction  business  and 
a  writer  and  editor  for  the  lesbian  and  gay 
press.  Sanders,  who  moved  to  Boston  in 
1974,  put  in  time  at  both  GCN  and  Bay  Win¬ 
dows.  She  has  been  involved  with  a  number 
of  lesbian/gay  and  feminist  organizations, 
including  the  now-defunct  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services  (GLCS),  the  Greater 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
'  (GBL/GPA)  and  the  Natioization  for 
Women  (NOW). 

GCN  spoke  to  Sanders  during  the  week 
before  Boston’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Celebration. 

GCN:  What  is  your  main  function  on  the 


job? 

Sanders:  Everything  you  could  possibly  im¬ 
agine,  both  in  terms  of  representing  the 
mayor  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
and  being  an  advocate  for  the  community  to 
the  mayor.  For  example,  last  weekend  I  read 
a  proclamation  from  the  mayor  at  the  con¬ 
cert  of  the  Gay  Men’s  Chorus. 

It’s  really  a  very  interesting  and  complex 
job.  I  guess  the  reason  the  position  exists  is: 
number  one,  as  a  very  positive  statement 
about  the  respect  that  Mayor  Flynn  has  for 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community;  and  number 
two,  as  an  indication  of  how  we  are  finally 
being  taken  seriously  as  a  significant  portion 
of  the  population. 

GCN:  Have  you  experienced  any  conten¬ 
tious  situations  where  the  community  was 
upset  by  a  Flynn  position  and  you  had  to  be 
a  negotiator? 

Sanders:  That  hasn’t  happened  to  me  yet. 
Everything  has  run  very  smoothly.  The  sup¬ 
port  1  get  from  Ray  Flynn  is  tremendous 
[when  I]  ask  him  to. support  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community. 

GCN:  Have  you  had  any  troubles  working  as 
an  open  lesbian  at  City  Hall? 

Sanders:  No.  I  think  that  has  to  do  with 
Flynn’s  position.  The  mayor  is  very 
outspoken  about  the  fact  that  he  is  just  not 
going  to  tolerate  discrimination  on  any 
Continued  on  page  1 6 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


Don’t  miss  the  next  GCN  benefit: 

The  AIDS  Film  Project 

A  group  of  award-winning  films  demonstrating 
the  force  and  spectrum  of  human  response  to  the 
AIDS  crisis. 

Sunday,  june  19,  1:00pm  at  the  Brattle  Theater 
(40  Brattle  Street,  Harvard  Square) 

This  afternoon  of  innovative  films  is  sponsored  by 
Frameline  Production  Company.  Proceeds  will  go 
to  GCN.  Tickets:  $6.00. 

Films  include: 

•  Chuck  Solomon:  Coming  of  Age 

•  Living  with  AIDS 

•  October  II,  1987:  The  Inaugural  Display  of 
The  NAMES  Project  Quilt 

•  ADS  Epidemic 

•  Til’  Death  Do  Us  Part 

We  hope  to  see  you  there! 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN  THREE 
PAGES.  Send  to:  Community  Voices,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Pride  a  time  for  celebration  — 
and  AIDS  protests 

Dear  GCN: 

Last  week’s  GCN  article  by  Elizabeth 
Pincus  heralding  the  upcoming  Pride 
Season  “60,000  Queers  Expected  For  Bean- 
town  Pride”  was  a  much-needed  pep  talk. 
This  is  an  important  year  for  us  all.  Pride 
has  never  meant  so  much  in  the  context  of 
national  politics,  especially  here  in  Boston. 
We  should  all  be  dusting  off  those  old  mar¬ 
ching  shoes  and  planning  our  most  festive 
Pride  ensembles... Washington  lives  on. 

The  “rabblerousing”  spirit  of  things  is  in 
the  air.  We  are  at  a  matrix  point  in  terms  of 
our  own  processes  of  organizing  and 
reframing  the  issues.  The  national  March 
and  this  year’s  resurgence  of  grassroots  ac¬ 
tivism  have  media  attention  focused  on  our 
community  as  never  before.  As  new  age 
writer  Marilyn  Fergeson  puts  it,  there  is  a 
paradigm  shift  taking  place  —  a  new  know¬ 
ing.  We  are  not  only  changing,  but  living  in 
the  change  of  change.  In  the  face  of  horror 
and  loss,  we  are  festive  and  eclectic,  branch¬ 
ing  out  in  new  directions.  Anger  is  being 
reprocessed  as  activism.  We  are  ACTING 
UP. 

Sadly,  an  eerie  silence  hovers  over  much 
of  our  neighborhood,  indicative  of  an  alar¬ 
ming  reluctance  to  grow.  This  intransigence 
is  best  dissolved  during  the  Pride  Season, 
and  it  is  up  to  those  who  are  active  in  the 
community  to  speak  up  and  show  up.  The 
AIDS  crisis  has  spawned  a  strange  new 
“legitimacy”  in  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  com¬ 
munity,  characterized  by  a  strange  veneer  of 
pleasant  respectability  and  by  institutions 
that  seek  to  emulate  and  imitate  those  we 
once  saw  as  oppressors.  Pride  is  a  time  for 
celebration  —  we  deserve  it  —  but  it  is  also  a 
time  for  protest.  All  of  the  pretty  green 
balloons  and  happy  logos  in  the  world  will 
never  do  an  adequate  job  of  naming  the 
government’s  response  to  the  AIDS  crisis 
for  what  it  is:  GENOCIDE. 

As  ACT  UP’s  Steve  Busby  often  says,  im¬ 
itating  sexist,  racist,  classist  structures  has 
not  helped  us  really  face  AIDS  in  a  way  that 
incorporates  all  of  our  strengths  as  women 
and  men  who  have  chosen  by  the  very 
political  act  of  coming  out  to  do  things  dif¬ 
ferently.  The  AIDS  holocaust  has  brought 
new  coalitions  of  the  oppressed  together  to 
face  a  top-heavy,  male-dominated  health¬ 
care  system  that  strangles  us  to  death  with 
red  tape.  As  it  becomes  more  and  more  ap¬ 
parent  that  our  community  faces  the  same 
struggles  that  other  urban  minorities  do, 
those  old  chants  like  “Gay,  Straight,  Black, 
White,  Same  Struggle,  Same  Fight”  take  on 
new  significance.  One  of  my  greatest  heroes 
in  ACT  UP  is  New  York’s  Iris  Long,  a  mar¬ 
ried  woman  doctor  who  seems  to  be  thriving 
in  a  sea  of  queers,  IV  drug  users,  homeless 
babies,  and  furious  Cosmo  girls,  all  of 


whom  have  been  thrown  together  in  a  new 
coalition  of  angry  and  creative  hard  work. 
She  smashes  through  old  barriers  in  her  very 
thinking  and  knowing.  It  would  never,  ever 
occur  to  her  that  any  human  being  should 
ever  be  abandoned.  Other  AIDS  experts  talk 
to  me  as  if  I’m  dying  and  demented;  Iris, 
and  indeed  all  ACT  UP’ers,  talk  to  me  as  if 
I’m  living  and  fighting  with  the  clarity  that 
only  raw  anger  and  real  facts  can  bring 
about. 

Clarity  and  honesty  are  crucial  to  our 
gargantuan  task.  We  are  far  too  complacent 
about  all  of  the  death  around  and  amongst 
us  and  have  bought  into  the  clever  “packag¬ 
ing”  of  AIDS.  We  have  built  an  entire 
system  that  anticipates  death:  the  downward 
spiral  begins  at  the  very  moment  of 
diagnosis,  and  even  within  the  continuum  of 
a  “terminal”  prognosis,  does  little  to 
facilitate  life  whether  that  be  in  the  context 
of  freedom  from  stress,  a  pool  of  quality 
time,  or  support  for  what  Iris  calls  “good 
fight.” 

This  is  the  year  we  are  going  to  throw  out 
the  notion  that  people  die  of  AIDS  and 
replace  it  with  the  horrid  fact  that  people  die 
due  to  lack  of  treatment  —  and  the  amazing 
stories  of  those  who  have  been  living  with 
AIDS  for  as  long  as  six  years  because  they 
fought.  This  is  the  year  that  we  are  going  to 
expose  the  fallacy  of  gay  men  who  imitate 
straight  men  and  take  part  in  the  murder  of 
their  own  gay  brothers  by  doing  so,  often 
dressed  up  as  medical  experts  and  health¬ 
care  bureaucrats  who  are  “working  within 
the  system.  ’ ’  This  is  the  year  that  Boston  will 
be  in  the  national  spotlight,  the  year  we  will 
use  our  smarts  to  get  the  message  not  only 
to  the  State  House,  but  to  the  White  House. 

I  am  delighted  to  have  been  chosen  by  my 
fellow  ACT  UP  members  as  a  PWA  speaker 
at  this  year’s  Pride,  because  there  is  lots  to 
say.  It  is  imperative  that  we  turn  a  major 
corner.  The  Jews  in  Germany  could  not  do  it 
in  the  late  1930’s,  mainly  because  of  a 
strange  complacency  and  complicity,  a  feel¬ 
ing  that  if  everyone  “behaved,”  things 
would  be  all  right.  I  see  lots  of  people  behav¬ 
ing  —  at  glitzy  fundraisers,  in  beige- 
carpeted  offices,  in  the  hollow  corridors  of 
research  hospitals.  They  are  behaving  like 
characters  from  a  George  Orwell  novel, 
pumping  out  platitudes  and  propaganda 
that  mean  the  opposite  of  what  they  seem 
to.  AIDS  is  now  a  career  choice,  an  industry 
that  feeds  upon  itself  and  hungers  for  an 
ever-increasing  harvest  of  gruesome  death. 
By  identifying  and  naming  this  machine  for 
what  it  is,  I  anger  many,  even  within  our 
own  community.  My  presence  at  Pride  will 
be  a  useful  irritant,  a  significant  political 
statement  in  and  of  itself. 

(My  basic  statement  to  the  research  in¬ 
stitutions,  the  FDA/NIH  beaurocrats,  and 
the  clever  Volvo-era  fundraisers:  FUCK 
YOU.) 

It  promises  to  be  a  delicious,  festive,  and 
hope-filled  Pride  Season.  Hats  off  to  GCN 
for  setting  the  Gypsy  Blood  astir.  The  Safe 
Sex  Guidelines  are  fabulous.  Get  cracking 
on  the  aerosolized  Pentamidine  story.  Peo¬ 
ple  are  dying... needlessly. 

Sincerely, 
Steven  Rose 

_  ACT  UP/Boston 

Boston,  MA 

Socially  conscious  action 
labelled  “gang”  activity 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  for  the  sample  copy  of  your 
paper.  I’m  looking  forward  to  more.  I  do 
have  a  few  gay  friends  here  that  I  will  surely 
share  this  paper  with.  This  is  my  ninth  year 
in  the  belly  of  the  beast,  the  home  of  the 
state’s  legal  murder  device — the  electric 
chair.  I’m  in  the  unit  I’m  in  now  for  alleged 
“gang”  activity.  This  is  the  label  the 
Department  of  Corrections  puts  on  any 
socially  conscious  prisoners  that  organize 
themselfs  and  resist  the  oppressive  mental 
and  physical  conditions  that  exist  inside 
these  walls.  Such  as  prison  guards  beating 
prisoners,  mostly  black  prisoners  because  of 
the  racism  here. 

At  the  reformatory,  where  I  was  before 
being  moved  here,  1  was  elected  by  fellow 
prisoners  to  the  Staff  Advisory  Committee, 
which  consists  of  2  prisoners  (1  black,  1 
white)  from  each  cell  house  and  dormatory. 
It’s  supposed  to  set  up  a  line  of  communica¬ 
tion  between  prisoners  and  guards.  But  in 
the  many  meetings  1  attended  the  ad¬ 
ministration  never  did  want  to  deal  with  the 
serious  issues,  such  as  beatings  of  prisoners 
by  guards,  the  fact  of  no  marketable  educa¬ 
tional  programs,  only  slave  labor,  inhuman 


PAGE  4  □  JUNE  12-18,  1988  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


gay 

COMMUNTY 

NEWS 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board 
of  directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  ('indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


ADVERTISING 

Display:  Wickie  Stamps’ 

Classified:  Dan  Page' 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  ON  AIDS 

Michael  Bronksi,  Linda  Burnett.  Ann  Collins.  Nancy  De 

Luca,  Gregory  Gazaway, Shelley  Mains,  Jennie  McKnight, 

Dan  Mishkind,  Marea  Murray,  Elizabeth  Pincus,  Stephanie 

Poggi,  Marc  Stein 

ANTI-RACISM  COMMITTEE 

Susan  Bernstein,  Stephanie  Poggi,  Art  Cohen,  Gordon 

Gottlieb 

ART/PRODUCTION  DEPARTMENT 

Art  Director:  Liz  Galst' 

Illustrators/Layout:  Jim  Fauntleroy,  David  Mynott,  Kara 
Wilson,  Susan  Yousem 

Proofreaders:  Jan  Fielding,  Gordon  Gottlieb,  Todd 
Hollister,  Rob  Krikorian,  John  O'Brien,  Read  Weaver 
Redesign  format:  Dan  Mishkind,  Niall  Sweeney 
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
Gerardo  Maria  Cabrera,  Steve  Dyer,  Jim  Fauntleroy, 

Mike  Friedman,  Gregory  Gazaway,  Fred  Gorman, 
Catherine  Reid,  Julie  Riou* 

CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 
Coordinator:  Chris  Bull’ 

Data  Entry:  John  Jones,  Jose  Padilla,  Whitt  Pond,  Paul 
Schierenbeck 

Staff:  Paul  Amato,  Janna  Bremer,  Richard  Chumley, 
Barnaby  Fisher,  Paul  Graves,  David  Hunt,  Larry  Hitt, 
Ronn  Jackson,  Stephen  Magnus,  Matt  Mahoney,  Carl 
Mann,  William  Newton,  Mark  O’Malley,  Warren 
Patterson,  Gilbert  Roy,  Jr.,  Mary  Russel,  Bill  Sweet, 

David  Waite 

COMPUTER  COMMITTEE 

Ann  Collins,  Mark  Curby,  Steve  Dyer,  Art  Cohen, 
Sherman  Hanke,  Troy  Richardson,  Paul  Schierenbeck 
COORDINATING  EDITOR 
Marc  Stein" 

DISTRIBUTION 

Boston  area:  Gloria's  Trucking 

Bulk  Distribution  &  Pizza  Sustainer:  Ray  Hopkins 

New  York  Distribution:  Ubiquity  Distribution,  1050  East 

4th  Street,  Brooklyn,  NY  11230,  (718)  789-3137. 

FEATURES  DEPARTMENT 

Editrix:  Stephanie  Poggi' 

Assistant:  Michael  Bronski 
Calendar  Coordinator:  Todd  Hollister 
Staff:  Gerardo  Maria  Cabrera,  Siong-huat  Chua,  Ed 
Cohen,  Susie  Day,  Carrie  Dearborn,  Paul  Dixon,  Jim 
Fauntleroy,  Liz  Galst,  Amy  Gluckman,  Larry  Goldsmith, 
Jewelle  Gomez,  Diane  Hamer,  Craig  Harris,  Loie  Hayes, 
Don  Hill,  Monica  Hileman,  Ellen  Herman,  Margaret 
Hunt,  Janice  Irvine,  Miranda  Kolbe,  Bill  Kreidler,  John 
Kyper,  Robin  Lippincott,  Shelley  Mains,  E.  G.  Martin, 


Mara  Math,  Duncan  Mitchel,  Pam  Mitchell,  Marea 
Murray,  Cindy  Patton,  William  A.  Percy.  Veneita  Porter, 
Patricia  A.  Roth,  Charley  Shively,  Donald  Stone,  Maida 
Tilchen,  Tim  Walton 

INDEXER 

Charles  Ash 

NEWS  DEPARTMENT 

Editrix:  Jennie  McKnight' 

Local  Reporter:  Elizabeth  Pincus’ 

Staff  Writer:  Chris  Bull' 

Staff:  Michael  Botkin,  Scott  Brookie,  Betsy  Brown, 

Joanne  Brown,  Art  Cohen,  Nancy  DeLuca,  Jim 
Fauntleroy,  Caroline  Foty,  Chris  Guilfoy,  Craig  Hams, 
Marty  Heggestad,  John  Hubert,  Stephen  Hunt,  Janice 
Irvine,  Jud  Kempson,  Lori  Kenschaft,  Miranda  Kolbe, 

John  Kyper,  Kendall  Lovett,  Tatiana  Schreiber,  Glenn 
Sitzmann,  Mandy  Smith,  Denise  Sudell,  Nancy  Wechsler, 
Rex  Wockner,  Diana  Woodall,  John  Zeh 
OFFICE  MANAGER/PRISONER  PROJECT 
Mike  Riegle' 

Prisoner  Project  Staff:  Debra  Davenport,  Tiyo  Attallah 
Salah-EI,  Richard  Tremblay 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Susan  Bernstein,  Darlene,  Susan  Fleischmann,  Marilyn 
Humphries,  Patsy  Lynch,  Debbie  Rich,  RINK,  Ellen  Shub, 
Lee  Snider,  Brian  Quinby,  Laura  Wulf 
PROMOTIONS  DEPARTMENT 
Coordinator:  Dan  Page' 

Interim  Microfilm  Promoter:  Donald  Stone 
TYPOGRAPHY  DEPARTMENT 
GCN  Typesetter/Features  writer:  Christopher  Wittke’ 
Outside  Typesetting  Coordinator:  Sylvia  Brownngg 
Staff:  Ann  Fry,  Michael  Grossman,  Amy  Groves,  Amy 
Lustig,  Chris  Madsen,  Pam  Mitchell,  Tim  Walton,  Nancy 
Wechsler 

©1988,  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation,  Inc.,  all  rights 
reserved.  Reprint  by  permission  only. 

Gay  Community  News  is  published  weekly  (except  the  last 
week  of  April.  August  and  December),  by  the  Bromfield  Street 
Educational  Foundation.  Inc.,  a  non-profit  corporation.  Our  office 
is  located  at  62  Berkeley  Street.  Boston.  MA  02116.  (617)  926-4469 
TTY/TDD  426-0332. 

Second-class  postage  paid  at  Boston,  Mass.  Annual  subscription 
rate  is  $33.  Institutional  ate:  $40.  ISSN:  [0147-0728].  Member  New 
England  Press  Association,  Reporters  Committee  for  Freedom  of 
the  Press,  COSMEP  member. 

GCN  is  included  in  the  Alternative  Press  Index,  published 
quarterly  by  the  Alternative  Press  Center,  Inc.,  Box  33109, 
Baltimore,  MD  21218. 

Volumes  1-14  of  GCN  are  available  on  microfilm  for  $33/volume. 
Write  GCN/Microfilm  for  more  information, 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to:  Gay  Community  News, 
62  Berkeley  St..  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Keep  that  Pride  spirit  alive  all  year  ’round! 

Give  GCN  gift  subscriptions 

and  SAVE  up  to  60%  off  the  newsstand  price. 


COMMUNITY 

PRIDE 


STONEWALL  SUPPLEMENT  INSIDE 


GayCommunity  News 

•  rwe  wttniv  von  usaiANS  «voo»v  tuns#  •i*»t>  vs*» 


They  go  together 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS  gSg 


Jackson 

campaign  draws 
les/gay  support 

»AW!.\CWN.  nc  -  At  CAT  /WM  l  \ 

rmtiman  Mime  farts  mao  nm*  mar  am 
*r  r~  of  mate  pn*an  mn.  a  V 

<a«rik*Ha  unr  <nwTw«(  uv  6mm on  amt  tvi 
Some  pn/ntcm/  tviptfuh  iW  mtminl 
- . .  -  - 


“GCN  is  simply  the  most 
interesting  publication  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  the  country.” 

— Sue  Hyde 
Nat’l  Gay  &  Lesbian  Task  Force 
Sodomy  Law  Repeal  Project 


SPEAKING  OUT 


living  conditions  (like  no  heat  in  the  winter 
time),  and  very  poor  quality  of  food. 

So  on  Feb.  1,  the  beating  of  a  prisoner 
sparked  an  uprising  in  which  several  guards 
were  taken  hostage.  I  worked  to  prevent  a 
total  massacre,  which  was  possible  given  the 
tension,  by  being  on  the  prisoners’ 
negotiating  team.  And  then  on  the  14th  I 
was  transferred  to  Maximum  Security 
(segregation)  here,  with  an  institutional 
charge  of  “rioting”  and  criminal  charges  of 
“conspiracy”  to  riot.  I  was  found  guilty  of 
the  institutional  charge  by  a  very  prejudiced 
‘Conduct  Adjustment  Board’,  and  the 
criminal  charges  were  dropped.  They  knew 
they  wouldn’t  hold  water  in  an  outside 
court. 

I’ve  now  been  isolated  for  3  years  with 
regular  beatings  (several  guards  with  their 
sticks  and  rubber  bullet  guns  attack  one 
prisoner),  and  being  shackled  with  leg  irons 
during  showers  and  visits. 

I’m  now  requesting  the  support  of  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community  in  preventing  the 
Department  from  continuing  to  use  segrega¬ 
tion  lasting  for  years  as  a  form  of  controlling 
prisoners  who  stand  up  for  our  rights.  Also 
I’m  27,  Black  and  would  like  to  correspond 
with  other  gay  men. 

Charles  Murphy 
17183  —  MSU 

_  PO  Box  76 

Greencastle,  IN  46135 

Ban  the  balloon! 

Dear  GCN: 

With  the  lesbian/gay/bisexual  pride  cele¬ 
brations  soon  to  be  held  in  New  England 
and  throughout  the  United  States,  an  im¬ 
portant  matter  needs  to  be  considered  by  the 
various  committees  organizing  these  events 
and  by  every  individual  who  will  be  par¬ 
ticipating  in  them. 

As  gay/bisexual/lesbian  people,  we  are 
part  of  humanity  and  thus  part  of  all  life  on 
our  planet  Earth.  We  must  be  concerned 
about  our  world’s  environment  and  it  is  this 
vital  ecological  issue  that  must  be  addressed 
by  us  all.  As  part  of  Earth’s  biosphere,  what 
we  do  affects  not  only  ourselves  but  the  very 
existence  of  all  living  forms. 

Recently,  such  an  environmental  hazard 
has  been  brought  to  public  awareness  by 
reports  in  newspapers  and  on  the  radio.  The 
hazard  is  one  that  has  been  ignored  for  far 
too  long.  Beyond  the  litter  caused  on  the 
once  beautiful  shores  of  our  oceans,  the 
deaths  of  members  of  rare  and  endangered 
aquatic  animals  has  been  attributed  by 
scientific  documentation  to  these  objects. 
These  seemingly-innocent  bits  of  multi¬ 
colored  latex,  having  been  ingested  by  the 
poor  creatures,  lead  to  their  untimely 
demise.  The  issue,  in  one  word,  is  balloons. 

For  decades,  these  helium-filled  plastic 
shapes  have  brought  brightness  and  beauty 
to  celebrations  of  all  kinds,  including  many 
annual  bisexual/lesbians/^ay  pride  events. 
Yet  this  apparent  simplicity  denied  the  fact 
of  the  death  and  destruction  they  were  br¬ 
inging  to  our  world.  Floating  free  into  the 
air  like  a  multi-species  flock  of  birds  rising 
to  the  heaven,  they  were,  in  truth,  like  a  bar¬ 
rage  of  inter-continental  ballistic  missiles  lif¬ 
ting  skyward  on  chaotic  trajectories,  harb¬ 
ingers  of  random  doom. 

Our  celebration  of  lesbian/gay/bisexual 
pride  is  a  celebration  of  the  diversity  of  all 
life.  How  can  we,  I  ask,  continue  to  rejoice 
knowing  that  in  doing  so  we  are  par¬ 
ticipating  in  destroying  this  very  living  diver¬ 
sity?  It  is  time  for  those  organizing  our 
gay/bisexual/lesbian  events  to  come  to  grips 
with  this  reality.  It  is  time  for  all  of  us  to  join 
together,  to  unite  as  one  and  strive  to  create 
a  balloon-free  environment. 

I  urge  everyone  to  contact  their  own  local 
lesbian/gay /bisexual  pride  celebration  com¬ 
mittees  and  demand  a  no-balloon  policy. 
With  this  action,  we  are  responsibly  com¬ 
mitting  ourselves  to  the  welfare  of  our 
world,  to  protecting  Earth’s  environment, 
and  to  the  rights  of  all  life  on  our  planet.  It  is 
our  only  choice. 

Ban  the  Balloon! 

Yours, 
Franklin  Hummel 
Roxbury,  MA 


AIDS  on  my 

By  Nancy  Wechsler 

It’s  spring  of  1987  and  the  women’s  group 
I’m  in  is  having  a  “check  in”  meeting.  We 
go  around  the  room  and  each  talk  about  the 
big  things  in  our  lives,  or  on  our  minds.  I 
talk  about,  among  other  things,  how  pro¬ 
foundly  politically  demoralized  I  am,  how 
I’ve  felt  for  a  while  now  that  either  the  world 
will  blow  up  and  we  will  all  die  from  nuclear 
holocaust,  or  the  world  will  be  devastated  by 
AIDS.  It  feels  scary  to  express  my  fears  out 
loud.  But  it  isn’t  just  fear  —  I  see  and  feel 
the  coming  death  all  around  me  and  I 
wonder  who  else  realizes  the  magnitude  of 
it?  Nothing  any  of  us  has  experienced  before 
prepares  us  to  cope  with  this  epidemic. 

I’m  up  in  Ogunquit  and  I  take  myself  out 
to  dinner.  The  waiters  all  look  gay.  1  wonder 
how  AIDS  has  touched  their  lives.  The  other 
diners  are  all  older  heterosexual  couples. 
They  seem  oblivious  to  the  fact  that  their 
waiters  are  gay.  Do  these  people  ever  think 
about  AIDS? 

Earlier  in  the  year  I  am  in  suburban  New 
Jersey  visiting  a  friend  I  grew  up  with.  She 
helps  coordinate  the  Princeton  Youth  Or¬ 
chestra  and  we  go  off  to  orchestra  rehearsal 
with  her  youngest  daughter  and  a  friend  of 
hers.  I  watch  as  Middle  America  brings  its 
sons  and  daughters  to  play  music.  I  want  to 
scream  out  loud,  “How  can  you  all  act  like 
everything  is  the  same,  everything  is  normal, 
when  the  world  is  being  consumed  by 
AIDS?”  But  their  world  isn’t  being  consum¬ 
ed  by  AIDS,  or  the  housing  crisis,  for  that 
matter.  I  try  to  picture  myself  living  in 
Princeton,  participating  in  this  orchestra.  I 
simply  cannot  imagine  living  in  their  world. 
The  friend  with  whom  1  have  come  to  this 
rehearsal  is  a  wonderful  person.  She  has 
raised  two  great  kids,  takes  care  of  more 
kids  as  an  occupational  therapist,  goes  to 
peace  marches,  and  thinks  about  AIDS.  But 
she  is  much  more  removed  from  it  than  I 
am,  and  I  sometimes  envy  her. 

I  go  into  New  York  City  from  New  Jersey 
to  visit  my  brother.  While  straight,  he  lives 
in  Chelsea,  just  one  block  from  the  Gay 
Community  Center.  He  works  for  a  major 
airline  where  many  of  his  coworkers  are  gay. 
He  knows  more  people  who  have  died  of 
AIDS  than  I  do,  and  thinks  about  AIDS  a 
lot.  He  knows  intellectually  you  can’t  catch 
AIDS  via  casual  contact,  but  he  worries  the 
virus  will  mutate  to  a  form  that  is  transmit¬ 
ted  that  way.  I  can’t  seem  to  assauge  his 
fears.  Working  on  the  October  March  on 
Washington  pulls  me  out  of  my  political 
depression.  I  am  once  again  fully  engaged, 
excited  by  the  new  people  the  organizing  has 
attracted  to  politics,  excited  by  all  our 
discussions  and  the  enthusiasm  for  the 
demonstration.  I  know  this  demonstration 
will  be  unlike  any  other  I’ve  gone  to. ..in¬ 
cluding  the  1979  march. 

Months  later,  at  a  Mass  Act  Out  AIDS 
demonstration,  I  once  again  have  to  fight 
off  demoralization.  It  is  seven  years  into  the 
epidemic.  If  the  word  had  gotten  out  right 
away  about  how  the  virus  was  spread,  how 
many  more  lives  would  have  been  saved? 
Why  aren’t  there  more  people  participating 
in  ACT  NOW’s  spring  actions?  Do  people 
not  care  about  AIDS,  or  not  think  that  tak¬ 
ing  to  the  streets  will  accomplish  anything? 
Are  they  worried  that  taking  to  the  streets 
will  make  things  worse?  And  then 
sometimes  I  start  feeling  that  it’s  too  late  for 
anything  but  making  sure  the  sick  get  what 
they  need.  But  even  for  this  we  will  have  to 
protest  and  raise  hell.  And  then  again  there 
are  the  new  generations  coming  of  age  sex¬ 
ually  who  still  need  to  be  reached  by  safe  sex 
information. 

On  another  day  I  think  about  my  mother. 
She  died  in  1973.  AIDS  was  not  a  part  of  her 
reality,  nor  was  it  something  she  would  have 
predicted,  or  could  have  imagined.  I  feel  the 
sense  of  living  at  an  important  and  tragic 
historical  moment.  1  have  some  childhood 
memories  of  the  polio  epidemic  —  mostly 
my  parents’  unwillingness  to  give  in  to  the 
fear.  They  befriended  some  neighbors 
whose  child,  Peter,  had  polio,  when  most 
people  wouldn’t  even  enter  their  house. 
Peter  and  I  grew  to  be  friends  and  my 
parents  were  lifelong  friends  with  these 
neighbors  whose  politics  were  as  different 
from  theirs  as  they  could  be.  But  still,  AIDS 
seems  so  much  worse  and  a  cure/vaccine 
seems  so  far  away. 

Sometimes  I  feel  as  if  the  most  important 
political  work  to  be  doing  is  organizing 
around  AIDS. ..the  government’s  lack  of  a 
response,  their  response  when  they  do  Final- 


mind 

ly  do  something,  the  insurance  industry’s 
regulations,  safe  sex  education,  needle  ex¬ 
change  programs,  drug  treatment  centers, 
etc.  Just  when  I’m  thinking  this  is  the  most 
important  thing  to  be  organizing  around 
now,  I  overhear  a  conversation  in  which  one 
woman  is  questioning  her  friend  on  why  she 
is  thinking  about  volunteering  as  a 
“buddy.”  She  says  something  to  the  effect 
of  “Why  do  you  want  to  work  around 
AIDS?  When  did  gay  men  ever  help  us  organize 
for  abortion  rights?”  The  friend  seems 
somewhat  stunned,  and  so  am  I.  Despite 
that  attitude  among  some  women,  I  know  a 
lot  of  lesbians,  particularly  health  care 
workers,  who  have  chosen  to  focus  on  AIDS 
and  AIDS  organizing. 

A  few  days  later  the  Globe  runs  a  series  on 
breast  cancer.  More  women  die  of  breast 
cancer  every  year  than  have  died  so  far  from 
AIDS,  they  report.  And  while  I  am  involved 
in  Mass  Act  Out  and  want  the  group  to 
focus  on  AIDS,  I  still  wish  there  was  a  public 
expression  of  outrage  at  the  rise  in  breast 
cancer  rates.  We  should  demonstrate  at 
Plymouth  or  Seabrook.  It’s  no  great 
mystery  to  me  that  breast  cancer  rates  are 
going  up  —  3  Mile  Island,  Chernobul,  above¬ 
ground  nuclear  testing,  below-ground 
nuclear  testing,  more  and  more  chemicals  in 
our  food  and  water....  1  would  love  to  hear 
someone  at  a  demonstration  make  cancer  a 
political  issue.  And  wouldn’t  it  be  nice  if  the 
American  Cancer  Society  spent  a  little  of  its 
money  talking  about  cancer  prevention  and 
cleaning  up  the  environment? 

And  yet  when  I  hear  some  women  sound 
bitter  about  all  the  energy  being  put  into 
AIDS  organizing  I  am  puzzled  and  sadden¬ 
ed.  Wasn’t  it  clear  from  the  beginning  of  the 
epidemic  that  this  wasn’t  only  about  gay 
men  and  that  it  would  affect  women  as  well; 
and  even  if  it  was  only  about  gay  men  wasn’t 
the  enormity  of  what  was  happening  enough 
to  put  aside  past  gripes  and  see  what  we 
could  do  together?  AIDS  was  going  to  be 
devastating  for  the  gay  male  community  and 
have  repercussions  for  lesbians  as  well. 
AIDS  has  profoundly  affected  and  changed 
the  way  many  gay  men  view  the  world.  And 
those  who,  in  1988,  respond  to  AIDS  as  only 
a  disease  gay  men  get,  are  ignoring  the  chang¬ 
ing  face  of  the  epidemic.  Hopefully  the 
alliances  we  build  now  will  carry  over  in  the 
future  to  other  issues. 

The  issues  raised  by  this  epidemic  are  our 
issues.  To  talk  about  AIDS  you  have  to  talk 
about  sex.  To  talk  about  how  the  govern¬ 
ment  responded  to  the  disease  you  have  to 
talk  about  racism  and  homophobia.  To  talk 
about  AIDS  you  have  to  talk  about  budget 
priorities,  and  our  inadequate  health  care 
system.  To  do  AIDS  organizing  you  have  to 
take  up  all  these  questions. 

And  finally  my  mind  settles  closer  to 
home.  I  read  with  amazement  GCN’s 
editorial  trashing  itself  for  its  poor  AIDS 
coverage.  It  begins  “GCN’s  coverage  of  the 
AIDS  epidemic  has  not  met  the  needs  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community.”  The  needs  of 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community  are  not 
meetable  by  GCN.  The  community  needs  a 
vaccine,  a  cure  and  it  needs  every  single  per¬ 
son  who  has  died  to  come  back  to  us.  It 
needs  healing  of  the  pain  of  those  who  wat¬ 
ched  people  die. 

GCN  has  done  no  better  and  no  worse  in 
dealing  with  this  overwhelming  situation 
than  any  other  paper  or  organization  with 
its  resources  could  have  done.  The  amount 
of  anger  that  has  gone  into  trashing  GCN 
needs  to  be  looked  at.  From  the  beginning 
of  the  epidemic  there  were  people  who 
wanted  GCN  to  be  on  the  cutting  edge  —  to 
take  the  lead  in  the  community’s  response, 
as  we  had  been  on  the  cutting  edge  of  the 
debate  about  reproductive  rights  and  its 
connections  to  gay/lesbian  liberation.  The 
paper  was  simply  not  equipped  to  play  that 
role.  The  paper  did  not  have  the  resources, 
and  the  staff  lacked  the  training.  While 
many  of  us  had  been  involved  in  the 
women’s  movement  around  reproductive 
rights  and  therefore  could  articulate  a 
politics  around  that,  nothing  in  our  ex¬ 
perience  gave  us  the  tools  to  really  com¬ 
prehend  and  articulate  an  early  response  to 
the  AIDS  crisis.  And  one  must  remember 
that  in  1982  the  Boston  community,  and 
GCN,  had  our  minds  mostly  on  other  issues: 
the  great  NAMBLA  debate,  the  S/M 
debates,  BLGPA  and  local  electoral 
politics,  among  others.  In  1982  the  paper 
was  burned  down  by  arsonists.  It  took  a 
long  time  to  recover  from  the  fire,  which 


created  additional  tension  for  the  staff.  We 
responded  like  most  of  the  community  did 
in  1982.  In  the  beginning  we  couldn’t, 
wouldn’t  comprehend  AIDS.  A  little  later  I 
remember  staff  meetings  where  we  discussed 
how  to  deal  with  AIDS,  how  to  improve  our 
coverage.  We  met  with  Larry  Kessler  to 
discuss  what  more  GCN  could  be  doing. 
By  1983  and  1984  our  coverage  had 
significantly  improved.  Since  then  it  has  had 
its  ups  and  downs,  its  strengths  and 
weaknesses.  It  has  certainly  not  been  terri¬ 
ble.  It  has  had  comprehensive  coverage  of 
the  legislative  battles  around  AIDS.  Over 
the  years  it  has  covered  most  (if  not  all)  of 
the  major  AIDS/Health  conferences,  and 
new  developments  of  the  AIDS  epidemic.  It 
has  done  a  good  job  informing  its  reader- 
ship  of  the  changing  demographics  of  the 
disease,  particularly  in  its  coverage  of  AIDS 
and  people  of  color.  Most  of  us  would  agree 
there  has  not  been  enough  of  the  personal 
side  of  the  epidemic.  While  PWAs  and  bud¬ 
dies  were  interviewed  during  the  early  years, 
their  voices  did  not  become  a  regular  Fixture 
in  the  paper.  Yes,  there  are  criticisms  to  be 
made,  improvements  to  be  made.  But  the 
paper  did  not  ignore  the  epidemic,  nor  did  it 
think,  as  I  have  heard  some  people  whisper, 
that  it  was  unimportant  because  it  was  white 
gay  men  (and  especially  the  “bar  crowd”) 
who  got  the  disease.  This  is  nonsense,  and 
divisive. 

As  long  as  GCN  continues  to  have  to 
scrape  for  money,  underpay  its  staff,  not 
have  money  to  pay  its  writers,  and  only  have 
16  pages  of  copy  each  week,  its  coverage  of 
AIDS,  as  well  as  many  other  issues,  will  not 
please  everyone.  But  GCN  has  made  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  improve  its  coverage,  and  with 
the  support  of  the  community  it  can  make 
good  on  that  promise.  I’ve  heard  that 
positive  reinforcement  goes  a  long  way,  and 
that  trashing  only  demoralizes  those  who  are 
its  target. 

I  am  angry  about  the  AIDS  epidemic.  It 
has  affected  all  our  lives  in  a  deep  and  per¬ 
sonal  way.  We  will  be  dealing  with  it  for  the 
rest  of  our  lives.  But  let  us  not  turn  all  our 
anger  inward  towards  each  other.  For 
perhaps  we  can  admit  that  GCN  did  the  best 
it  could,  but  we  certainly  can’t  say  the  same 
about  the  government.  And  if  we  think 
perhaps  GCN  could  have  done  better,  can’t 
we  help  with  that  task  and  get  on  with  the 
business  at  hand? 

Nancy  Wechsler  has  worked  with  G£N 
since  moving  to  Boston  in  1974.  She  has 
been  a  volunteer,  board  member  and  staff 
member.  She  was  active  in  organizing  the 
March  on  Washington  and  is  involved  in 
Mass  Act  Out.  She  was  afraid  to  write  this 
article  because  she  knows  there  is  a  lot  of 
anger  out  there  and  she  doesn’t  want  to 
become  the  new  target  of  it  all. 


Hello/Goodbye 

Last  week  we  inadvertantly  forgot  to  announce 
that  the  totally  fabulous  Marc  Stein  had  finished  his 
first  solo  week  as  Coordinating  Editor  of  GCN. 
Aside  from  taking  over  the  unenviable  task  of  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  financial  situation  of  this  venerable  rag, 
Marc  has  already  generated  a  host  of  informative 
inter-office  memos!  Welcome  Marc,  we  love  you 
already!! 

Of  course  ”hi-hi  Marc”  means  we  gotta  say 
"bye-bye  Laurie,”  outgoing  Coordinating  Editor 
Laurie  Sherman,  that  is.  You  see,  the  mere  fact  that 
we  forgot  to  get  these  announcements  in  the  paper 
last  week  is  proof  positive  that  Laurie’s  gone  and 
she’s  taken  her  organizational  skills  (and  her  pen¬ 
chant  for  remembering  minutiae)  with  her.  We're 
going  to  miss  so  much  more  than  her  ability  to  raise 
funds,  her  writing  style  (Laurie’s  "Dykes  and  Safe 
Sex”  centerspread  has  achieved  legend  status)  and 
her  diplomatic  technique.  Oh,  how  we’ll  miss  her 
cheery  smile,  her  hardy  giggle,  and  the  smutty 
phone  conversations  we  were  able  to  overhear  if  we 
pretended  we  had  work  to  do  near  her  office.  Good 
luck  always  Laurie,  and  don’t  be  a  stranger,  y'hear? 


JOIN  GCN  WITH 
PRIDE 

GCN’ers  are  gathering  outside  the  Government 
Center  T-stop  at  11:30  a.m.  on  June  !‘  for  the 
Pride  March.  Look  for  our  bright  banne.  and  buy 
our  fruit  specialties:  watermelon  and  juice! 
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Mass  rights 
bill’s 

backers  play 
hardball 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  The  season  opener  of  this 
year’s  series  of  demonstrations  in  support  of 
the  Massachusetts  lesbian  and  gay  civil 
rights  bill  kicked  off  under  sunny  skies  on 
June  6.  About  100  people  gathered  in  front 
of  the  State  House  at  noon  to  demand 
passage  of  the  legislation,  now  in  its  six¬ 
teenth  year  before  state  lawmakers.  We  may 
yet  wear  grooves  in  the  sidewalk;  supporters 
of  the  bill  have  begun  another  ongoing  vigil, 
which  will  take  place  every  Tuesday, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  from  5  to  6:30 
p.m.  until  the  bill  is  passed. 

The  first  ball  was  thrown  out  by  Sen. 
Royal  Bolling  (D-Boston)  who  told  the  rous¬ 
ed  crowd,  “When  we  see  people’s  rights  be¬ 
ing  trampled,  everybody  should  raise  up  and 
say,  ‘no.’  It’s  not  going  to  happen  here.  I 
commend  your  activism.  Keep  up  the 
pressure  —  let  them  know  you’re  not  going 
to  disappear.” 

During  the  seventh  inning  stretch,  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  rally  pointed  out  several 
Capitol  Police  officers  who  hovered  uncom¬ 
fortably  nearby.  The  Capitol  Police  were 
recently  nailed  in  the  straight  press  and 
among  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  for 
conducting  undercover  surveillance  at  les- 
bian/gay  political  meetings.  Bill  supporter 
Sen.  Michael  Barrett  (D-Cambridge)  drew 


PWA  Patrick  Grace  rouses  ralliers 


applause  with  his  opening  remarks  to  the 
rally:  “1  object  to  the  waste  of  taxpayers 
money  that  paid  for  (police  officers]  to 
schlepp  secretly  out  to  public  meetings...” 

Patrick  Grace  ended  the  lineup  with  a  pas¬ 
sionate  speech  calling  for  the  bill’s  passage. 
Grace,  a  person  with  AIDS  from  Pro- 
vincetown.  Mass.,  told  the  crowd,  “Seeing 
all  of  you  here  is  better  medicine  than  AZT . 
It’s  not  as  good  as  aerosolized  pentamidine, 

but  that's  another  story _ We  must  get  our 

basie  ctvii  lights  this  year.  We  don’t  have 
time  anymore.  The  fight  must  be  carried 
out.” 

The  gay  rights  bill,  S.47,  is  currently 
before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Steering 
and  Policy,  chaired  by  Sen.  William  Keating 
(D-Sharon).  It  awaits  scheduling  by  that 
committee  for  action  on  the  Senate  floor.  □ 


AIDS  services  to  expand 
at  Fenway 

New  clinic  will  cut  hospital  costs  by  offering  outpatient 
medical  treatments 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  The  first  HIV  Outpatient 
Treatment  Center  in  the  U.S.  will  open  this 
summer  at  Boston’s  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  (FCHC).  The  innovative  pro¬ 
gram,  which  is  planned  to  accommodate  an 
estimated  332  people  per  year,  will  ad¬ 
minister  intravenous  and  other  forms  of 
drug  treatment  to  people  with  AIDS,  ARC 
and  HIV-positive  antibody  status.  By  offer¬ 
ing  drug  therapies  currently  provided  only 
on  an  in-hospital  basis,  the  Treatment 
Center  will  help  increase  the  availability  of 
much-needed  medical  care. 

“The  new  Center  should  help  make 
health  care  more  accessible,”  said  Heather 
Hersee,  director  of  development  and  public 
relations  for  FCHC.  “We  want  to  make 
treatments  available  on  a  community  basis, 
and  help  improve  people’s  quality  of  life. 
Some  of  the  therapies  are  preventative  pro¬ 
cedures  that  will  reduce  the  need  for 
hospitalization,  thereby  cutting  down  on 
costs.” 

The  Treatment  Center  will  allow  the 
FCHC  to  greatly  expand  its  program  of  ad¬ 
ministering  aerosolized  pentamidine  (AP),  a 
treatment  shown  to  prevent  recurring  bouts 
of  pneumocystis  carinii  pneumonia.  AP, 
breathed  directly  into  the  lungs  through  a 
nebulizer  machine,  is  more  effective  than 
other  forms  of  pentamidine  and  has  virtual¬ 
ly  no  side  effects.  (See  story,  this  issue.) 
FCHC  began  providing  AP  to  12  clients  this 
winter,  and  will  be  able  to  treat  many  more 
when  the  new  facilities  open. 

Other  drugs  that  will  be  available  at  the 
Treatment  Center  include  IV  pentamadine 
and  other  treatments  that  are  administered 
intravenously,  including:  amphotericin, 
DHPG,  bactrim  and  acyclovir.  The  latter 
two  drugs  can  also  be  taken  orally.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  FCHC  physician  Richard  Feldman, 
many  of  the  therapies  planned  for  the  new 
Center  are  maintenance  treatments  that  will 
be  extremely  helpful  as  outpatient  services. 
“For  example,”  he  said,  “DHPG  is  really  a 
vision-saving  drug.  It  reduces  the  risk  of 
retinitis  for  people  with  CMV 
(cytomeglovirus).  ’  ’ 

As  part  of  the  Treatment  Center,  FCHC 
plans  t  offer  varied  programming  for  peo¬ 
ple  ho  are  receiving  intravenous  infusions, 
which  can  take  from  two  to  four  hours. 


Clients  will  be  able  to  sit  with  others 
undergoing  treatment,  or  participate  in 
seminars  on  nutrition,  stress  reduction, 
visualization  and  other  topics.  To  coincide 
with  the  opening  of  the  new  Center,  FCHC 
is  working  to  expand  its  mental  health  ser¬ 
vices.  Some  counseling  programs  will  be 
provided  in  conjunction  with  other  agen¬ 
cies,  including  the  Massachusetts  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health,  Boston’s  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  (AAC)  and  the  Wellspring 
Center  for  Life  Enhancement. 

Funding  for  the  building  renovations 
needed  to  open  the  HIV  Outpatient  Treat¬ 
ment  Center  has  come  primarily  from 
Boston’s  Public  Facilities  Department  and  a 
grant  from  the  Peter  E.  Strauss  Trust  of  the 
Boston  Safe  Deposit  and  Trust  Company. 
About  $68,000  has  gone  into  renovations, 
which  include  the  construction  of  a  han¬ 
dicapped  access  ramp  and  a  new  corridor  to 
ensure  privacy  for  people  receiving 
treatments. 

FCHC  still  needs  to  equip  the  Treatment 
Center  with  intravenous  infusion  equipment 
and  reclining  chairs,  which  could  cost  an  ad¬ 
ditional  $25,000.  More  funding  may  also  be 
needed  to  cover  salaries  for  extra  staff  need¬ 
ed  to  work  at  the  Center.  Hersee  said  that 
Beth  Israel  Hospital  has  been  generous  with 
donations,  but  more  money  is  still  needed. 
FCHC  hopes  to  open  the  new  center  in  July. 


People  wanting  to  make  donations  to  the 
HI  V  Outpatient  Treatment  Center  may  con¬ 
tact  Heather  Hersee  at  267-0918.  For  infor¬ 
mation  about  receiving  treatment  at  the 
Center,  call  the  FCHC  at  267-7573.  □ 
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Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


Confused,  Anxious, 

Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 

Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 

Call  us: 

739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

5th  Floor,  Boston  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


MassBay 


healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


.COMMUNITY 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KEITER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

699  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville.  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
629-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGfTAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston.  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Boolcs  of  Political  Struggle. 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9S47 

DR  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  641  2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
4S  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8584 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No.3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerry  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
475-6950 

insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

S20  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
522-9446 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  8 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86'/j  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-4488 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
776-9232 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7832 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/i  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
364-5500 


JOHN  BARNA  8 
AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq..  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy.  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  anc 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma  02105 
I-800T52  3185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence. MA  01840 
683  7676 


•LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  8oston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov’t 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  ol  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community.  523-7664 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  Ilam 
Service  -  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts..  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

TAXES  8  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI..  MA  02130 
524-756S 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


THE  CULTURAL  CENTER  AT  VILLA  VICTORIA  PRESENTS: 


/Piievto 

A  TRADITIONAL  FOLKLORIC 
MUSIC  SERIES 


«■  3  Sundays  in  June  at  7:00  PM 
JUNE  5  LOS  PLENEROS  DE  LA  21  from  NYC,  and  Oscar  Lugo 
JUNE  12  GRUPO  MAPEYE  from  Puerto  Rico,  plus  Jorge  Arce 
JUNE  19  LOS  PLENEROS  DE  LA  23  ABAJO  from  Puerto  Rico,  plus  Irving  Cancel 

$5  in  advance 

FOR  INFORMATION  CALL:  247-3576 
85  WEST  NEWTON  ST.,  SOUTH  END 

Partial  funding  from  the  Mass.  Council  on  the  Arts  and  Humanities,  New  England  Foundation  for  the 
Arts,  Boston  Arts  Lottery  and  Massport. 

Tickets  Available  at:  Ticketron,  Teletron  720-3434,  Bostix  (Faneuil  Hall),  FM  Video  (Next 
to  the  Cultural  Center),  Centre  Boutique  J.P. 

^MVVAVAWAVWiWA%W%%V.V. 


I've  only  been  a  lesbian  for  8 
years,  but  that's  at  least  7  years 
more  than  either  LoPresti  or 
Travaglini" 

GERSTELL  for  State 

_ Senate _ 

VOTE  THURSDAY  SEPTEMBER  15 

Committee  to  elect  Marguerite  Gerstell 
27  Surrey  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02138 
51  Sunnyside  Ave.,  Winthrop,  MA  02152 
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/»i*  <///*/ ^  n,  . trV  'A  /  ;/* ,n 


r  fit  ti'A. 


OCTOBER  I  I.  l*Wi7 


\3t/h  portion  of  the 


proceeds  from  the 
sale  of  this  poster 
will  go  to 
organizations 
working  on 
AIDS  Issues  and 
Lesblan/Gay  rights 


A  22  X  33"  FULL  COLOR 

POSTER 

commemorating 

THE 

CIVIL  RIGHTS 
EVENT  OF 
THE 

EIGHTIES 


PHOTO  CONCERN,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box  5224 
Arlington,  VA  22205 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

State 


-Zip, 


Enclosed  please  find  my  check  or 
money  order  for: 

_ Posters  ©  $10.00  _ 


Postage  &  handling  $3. 25/poster  _ 

Foreign  orders  add  $2.00  _ 

GRAND  TOTAL  _ 


Please  write  for 
organizational  discounts. 
Allow  4  weeks  for  delivery. 


▼  BENEFIT  THE  CAUSES  WE  MARCHED  FORT 


From  Taipei:  gay  outcasts 
making  gay  families 

Outsiders  captures  the  diversity  of  Taiwan ’s  gay  male 
scene  —  from  the  rough-trade  hustlers  to  the  glitterati 


The  Outsiders,  (Nieii  in  Chinese).  By  Yu-ping. 
Based  on  the  novel  by  Pai  Hsien  Yung. 

Reviewed  by  S.H. 

Are  there  Eastern  models  of  being  gay 
that  radically  differ  from  Western 
models?  This  question  is  of  more  than 
academic  interest  to  many  gay  Asians  — 
those  living  in  Asia  as  well  as  those  residing 
in  the  West.  On  the  one  hand,  we  have  to 
confront  reactionary  Asian  straights  who 
claim  that  homosexuality  is  entirely  a 
Western  import  —  gay  Asians  having  been 
corrupted  by  the  West.  There  are  those 
Westerners,  on  the  other  hand,  both  gay 
and  straight,  who  presume  whiteness  to  be 
the  pre-condition  for  homosexuality.  Asian 
and  other  non-white  gay  people,  if 
acknowledged,  become  the  exception  that 
proves  the  rule  —  hence  our  relegation  to 
the  status  of  “minority.” 

On  a  bargain  trip  ’round  the  world  in  1980 
I  bar-hopped  across  Boston,  San  Francisco, 
Hong  Kong,  Singapore, 
Kuala  Lumpur,  Berlin  and 
MU?  Munich  and  was  convinced 
that  there  was  only  one 
model  for  being  gay  —  Donna  Summer, 
whose  music  I  heard  non-stop  to  the  same 
strobe  lights  in  every  city  I  visited.  My  first 
visit  to  Taipei,  the  capital  of  Taiwan,  proved 
to  be  a  revelation. 

Here  were  some  of  the  same  elements  I 
had  seen  in  the  U.S.  —  the  silent  cruisers 
waltzing,  but  through  New  Park 
(Xingongyuan)  in  downtown  Taipei;  the 
hustlers  on  the  prowl;  the  group  of  loud, 
bitching  young  queens  who  reminded  me  of 
similar  entourages  by  the  docks  in  the  West 
Village.  But  at  the  same  time,  I  found  a  self- 
contained  inward  looking  milieu,  relatively 
unconcerned  with  the  glitzy  accoutrement 
of  the  West,  one  which  had  its  own  lively 
home-grown  slang  and  dialect,  its  own  con¬ 
sciousness  and  its  own  unique  culture. 

It  is  this  uniquely  Taiwanese  gay  male 
milieu  that  the  Outsiders  (also  called  the 
Outcasts,  Niezi  in  Chinese)  portrays  so  well. 
Based  on  Pai  Hsien  Yung’s  ground¬ 
breaking  novel  of  the  same  name,  Niezi 
seems  determined  to  show  the  breadth  and 
diversity  of  Taiwan’s  gay  male  scene  —  the 
young  and  the  old,  the  park  hustlers  and  the 
celebrity  glitterati,  the  queens  and  the 
working-class  rough  trade. 

Pai’s  novel  begins  with  a  haunting 
description  of  the  New  Park,  the  main 
meeting  ground  for  gay  people  in  Taipei, 
which  the  narrating  “voice”  refers  to  as 
“our  kingdom”  ( women  de  huangguo).  The 
movie  is  successful  in  realizing  Pai’s  vivid 
sociological  portrait  of  “our  kingdom,” 
giving  us  many  wonderful  shots  of  the  cruis¬ 
ing  in  the  Park,  the  crowds  of  noisy,  restless 
young  gay  men  who  congregate  there,  even  a 
glimpse  of  the  tearoom.  The  dialogue  itself 
accurately  replicates  Taiwanese  gay  slang: 
“Are  you  a  zero  (the  insertee)  or  a  one  (the 
insertor)?”  The  English  subtitles  unfor¬ 
tunately  translate  this  as  “Are  you  yin  or 
yang?” 

With  this  broad  sociological  canvas  as 
backdrop,  the  main  story  revolves  around 
the  lives  of  a  group  of  young  homosexuals  in 
their  mid  to  late  teens  who  have  been  re¬ 
jected  by  their  broken  families  and  left  to 
fend  for  themselves.  The  main  character, 
Ah-Ching,  exemplifies  this  situation:  his 
mother  abandons  the  family,  his  drunk 
father  brutalizes  him  and  throws  him  out  of 
the  house  after  Ah-Ching  is  expelled  from 
school  for  having  sex  in  the  chemistry  lab. 
Ah-Ching  is  discovered  sleeping  on  the 
streets  wrapped  in  newspapers  by  an  older 
gay  man,  a  photographer  known  affec¬ 
tionately  as  Mother  Yang.  Homeless  people 
being  rare  in  Taiwan,  Mother  Yang  takes 
Ah-Ching  in  and  with  his  close  woman 
friend,  Man  Yi,  attempts  to  build  an  alter¬ 
native  home  for  Ah-Ching  and  other  gay 
teens. 

The  Outsiders  has  a  curious  Freudian 
subtext  of  brutalizing  patriarchs  who  try  to 
subjugate  the  sexuality  of  their  sons.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  all  the  boys  seem  to  fall  for  men  old 
enough  to  be  their  fathers.  (In  one  rather 
shocking  scene  the  young  quean  Jade  says 
that  when  he  finds  the  man  who  fathered 
him  “I  will  bite  off  his  thing  for  fathering  a 
bastard  like  me.”)  But  the  movie  is  mainly 


about  family  —  the  families  that  reject  gay 
people  and  the  families  that  gay  people  try 
to  build  for  themselves. 

Several  gay  teens  I  met  in  Taipei  a  few 
years  ago,  who  were  perhaps  more  middle- 
class  than  those  portrayed  in  The  Outsiders, 
complained  that  they  found  Pai’s  novel 
tragic  and  pessimistic.  But  although  very 
much  within  the  genre  of  the  three-Kleenex 
weepie  of  many  conventional  Chinese 
melodramas,  The  Outsiders  does  reflect  a 
gay  consciousness  and  gay  pride.  This  comes 
through  clearly  in  the  contrast  between  the 


Pai  Hsien  Yung  addresses  a  Chinese  cultural  festival 
in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  Feb.  20,  1987 


love  and  solidarity  of  Mother  Yang’s  alter¬ 
native  gay  family  and  the  brutal  biological 
ones  6f  the  young  gay  men.  The  best  scene  in 
the  movie  contrasts  the  soft  and  rumpled 
photographer-quean  Mother  Yang,  hair 
wrapped  up  in  towels,  cold  cream  on  his  face 
—  with  Ah-Ching’s  hard,  severe,  self- 
righteous  father.  The  better  man  is  shown 
up  clearly  in  the  confrontation  between  the 
two. 

The  final  scene  pays  tribute  to  Mother 
Yang  —  a  cultural  cue  that  some  Westerners 
might  miss.  Chinese  Confucianist  tradition 
has  it  that  single  people  (which  of  course  in¬ 
clude  gay  people)  die  luckless  and  unblessed 
because  they  leave  no  descendants  to  wor¬ 
ship  and  pray  for  them.  At  the  end  of  the 
movie,  upon  Mother  Yang’s  death  (I  don’t 
think  I’m  giving  away  the  plot  here),  we  see 
his  adopted  family  paying  him  tribute  with 
incense  and  tears. 

As  the  first  modern  Chinese  novel  and 
now  the  first  movie  dealing  with  the  lives  of 
male  homosexuals,  The  Outsiders  is  certain¬ 
ly  on  target  in  tackling  this  whole  idea  of 
family  —  that  much  vaunted  institution  at 
the  heart  of  Chinese  culture  and  tradition. 
(When  picked  up  by  the  police,  for  example, 
the  gay  teens  seem  more  ashamed  about  not 
being  able  to  name  their  biological  fathers 
than  they  are  about  being  labelled  homosex¬ 
ual.)  The  movie  must  also  be  commended 
for  its  authenticity  —  the  raw  bitchy  slang  of 
the  young  gay  men,  the  shots  of  cruising  and 
pick-up;  there  is  even  a  shower  scene  and 
some  erotic  footage  of  sex  in  a  hotel  room. 
(Both  scenes  were  missing  from  the  video  I 
rented  from  the  video  store  in  Boston’s 
Chinatown.) 

The  actor  who  plays  Ah-Ching  is  certainly 
stunning,  but  a  bit  too  much  so  for  the  role. 
(Bruce  Weber  stands  partly  to  blame  here 
for  typesetting  high  cheekbones.)  The  other 
young  “outcasts”  could  have  walked  right 
off  New  Park,  especially  the  boy  who  plays 
the  flamboyant  young  quean,  Jade.  The  role 
of  Mother  Yang  is  also  well  realized, 
although  the  main  woman  character,  Man 
Yi,  seems  slightly  shortchanged.  She  is, 
however,  given  the  crucial  “gay  pride”  lines 
at  the  climax  of  the  movie. 

The  Outsiders  is  in  Mandarin  Chinese. 
Additional  dialogue  in  the  local  Taiwanese 
dialect  is  used  effectively  to  delineate  the 
working  class  backgrounds  of  the  boys. 
Novelist  Pai  Hsien  Yung  in  an  interview 
with  GC/V  last  year  (see  April  12-18,  1987, 
Vol.  14,  No.  38)  said  that  his  novel  and  the 
movie  have  been  well-received  in  Taiwan. 
The  fact  that  the  movie  could  be  made  in 
Taiwan,  he  told  us,  was  a  sign  of  the  extent 
to  which  society  had  opened  up  there.  Pai 
added  that  although  he  wrote  about  tragic 
situations,  he  was  aiming  for  “compassion 
instead  of  pity.... I  think  a  lot  of  this  comes 
through.”  Those  who  see  the  movie,  I  am 
sure,  will  agree.  □ 
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Some  enchanted  evening. . . 

Fireplaced  rooms  with  period  decor 
Fireplaced  cottages  —  Full  breakfast 
Daily  or  weekly  rentals 
M.  Susan  Culligan,  Innkeeper 

178  Bradford  Street 

Provincetown.  Mass.  02657  (617)  487-1616 


Lady  Jane’s 
Inn 


Large  lovely  rooms 
Private  full  baths 
Separate  outside  entrances 
Free  parking 
Common  room  with  color  TV/VCR 
Steps  from  bay  beach 
Open  year  round 
Woman  owned  and  operated* 


7  Central  Street 
Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
617-487-3387 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 

H  M 

Your  Hosts 

Sue  Champeau  &  Bill  Wooley 


5  STANDISH  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN, 
MA  02657 
(617)  487-1319 


9  Court  Street  P.O.  Box  483 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

(617)  487-9005 


Managers 

Robert  “Rosie”  Coane 
David  Harris 


Dinner 


Tortellini  Primavera 
Chicken  Zinfindel 

Breast  of  Chicken  in  a  Zindindel  wine  sauce 
with  strawberries 

Shrimp  &  Scallops  Primavera 
Chicken  Lucci 

with  artichoke  hearts  and  mushrooms 

Swordfish  au  Poiuvre 

Fresh  swordfish,  rolled  in  crushed 
peppercorns,  with  a  brandy  &  cream  sauce 


Dessert 


STATION 


Chocolate  Gataeau  Strawberry  Mousse 

Chocolate  Kahlua  Cheesecake 


477  Yarmouth  Rd  Hyannis.  MA  •  Rte.  6  •  F.xit  7  •  1.5  Miles  on  Right  •  (617)  775-9835 


PRIDE 

OCR 

They  go  together 


Keep  that  Pride  spirit  alive  all  year  ’round! 

Give  GCN  gift  subscriptions 

SAVE! 

>5%  Off  the  regular  rate  (that’s  50%  off 
the  cover  price)  for  the  first  subscription... 

40%  Off  for  additional  subscriptions: 
a  whopping  60%  off  the  newsstand  cost! 

Special  Pride  Month  rates  end  June  30,  1988. 


Send  a  gift  subscription  to: 

Name  _ 

Address  _ 

City _ State _ Zip  _ 

Special  low  rates:  Gift  card  to  read: 

□  I  year  $20  □  6  months  $10  _ 

(reg.  S33)  (reg.  $20)  - 


Send  a  gift  subscription  to: 

Name  _ _ _ 

Address  _ 

City _ State _ Zip 


Sign  me  up  for  a  subscription/renewal  or  send  a  gift  sub  to: 
Name  _ _ 


Address 
City _ 


State 


Zip 


Special  iow  rates: 
I  year  $25 
(reg.  $53) 


Gift  card  to  read: 


□  New  sub 

□  Renewal 


Sorry,  no  renewals  unless  you  give  a  gift  subscription. 


Special  low  rates: 
□  I  year  $20 
(reg.  $33) 


Gift  card  to  read: 


□  6  months  $10 
(reg.  $20) 


I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  gay  or  lesbian  prisoner.  $_ 


Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $ _ 

These  rates  are  for  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign,  in¬ 
cluding  Canada  GCN  is  published  by  the  non-profit, 
tax-exempt  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation. 
All  contributions  are  tax-deductible 


for 


gift  subscriptions. 


Mail  to:  GCN  Subscription 
62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Elizabeth  Callahan  (Nancy)  and  Diana  Sheehan  (Josie)  in  Steaming 

Bland,  melodramatic  and 
in  the  nude 


The  dish  on  AIDS 

Angry  Initiatives/Defiant  Strategies  —  new  meaning  for 
an  old  acronym 


Steaming  puffs  with  cliche 

Steaming.  Written  by  Nell  Dunn  and  directed  by 
Judy  Braha.  At  the  New  Ehrlich  Theatre,  Boston. 
Through  June  26. 

Reviewed  by  Elizabeth  Pincus 

teaming  pulls  off  the  extraordinary 
stunt  of  being  both  melodramatic  and 
bland  at  the  same  time.  This  production 
at  the  New  Ehrlich  Theatre  escapes 
tediousness,  however.  The  novelty  of  wat¬ 
ching  several  actors  cavort  in  the  nude  keeps 
all  eyes  riveted  throughout  the  play.  So  in 
one  sense  it’s  gutsy,  raw  theater;  six  women 
bare  everything  while  relaxing  at  a 
neighborhood  bathhouse  in  London’s  east 
end,  circa  1981.  These  women  of  varying 
class  backgrounds  talk  about  struggles  of 
the  heart,  soul  and  pocketbook,  and  find 
themselves  joyously  celebrating  their  com¬ 
monalities. 

The  problem  is,  the  characters  are  ex¬ 
treme  to  the  point  of  caricature.  They  are 
fleshed  out  according  to  type:  the  floozie, 
the  wealthy  matron,  the  troubled  youth,  etc. 
Similarly,  the  dialogue  drips  with  cliche. 
British  playwright  Nell  Dunn  undoubtedly 
aimed  for  a  feminist  perspective  in  Steam¬ 
ing,  but  the  over-earnest  dialogue  comes  off 
like  a  checklist  of  heterosexual  women’s 
stereotypic  plights  —  faking  orgasms,  suf¬ 
fering  from  abusive  boyfriends,  being  ac¬ 
cused  of  lesbianism.  At  one  point,  the 
earthy-activist  character  Jane  moans,  “I 
just  w'ant  to  be  loved.”  I  cringed.  Sally  Field 
would  be  wonderful  in  the  part. 

Steaming  also  suffers  from  a  lack  of  plot. 
Though  allegedly  a  story  about  the  women’s 

Racist  bar 
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women  and  people  of  color  from  leadership 
positions  in  the  community.  ‘‘The  bar 
owners  and  the  self-proclaimed  leaders  of 
the  community  do  not  speak  for  us.  But  the 
support  is  there  for  us  at  the  grass-roots 
level,”  said  Ortiz. 

Ray  Hill,  a  long-time  gay  activist  who 
recently  ran  unsuccessfully  for  the  Houston 
City  Council,  condemned  the  ad  as  racist, 
but  also  criticized  AMIGA  for  “dividing  the 
community.”  He  said  Mary’s  is  a  Houston 
“political  institution”  that  supports  the 
community  during  “difficult  times.” 
Mary’s  has  been  instrumental  in  fighting 
AIDS  and  supporting  people  with  AIDS, 
said  Hill.  The  Houston  NAMES  Project 
works  out  of  space  provided  by  the  bar.  “I 
am  ambivalent  about  the  boycott  because  it 
amounts  to  getting  even,  an  eye  for  an  eye, 
which  is  not  appropriate,”  said  Hill. 

Ortiz  responded  that  Hill  was  dangerous¬ 
ly  close  to  “blaming  the  victim....  When  we 
are  told  that  we  are  being  divisive,  I  say  we 
have  not  been  united  to  begin  with.  When 
we  stand  together  only  white  male  voices  are 
heard.  They  tell  us  to  be  silent  on  these 
issues,  but  silence  only  hurts  us.  We  must 
talk  about  our  problems  and  educate  and 
organize  around  them....  Only  by  fighting 


fight  to  save  their  bathhouse  from  demoli¬ 
tion,  the  play  fails  to  focus  on  that  struggle 
until  way  into  the  second  half.  Consequent¬ 
ly,  the  whole  point  about  individuals 
fighting  an  indifferent  government  —  ex¬ 
plained  so  carefully  in  the  production  notes 
—  is  never  communicated.  Instead,  the 
suspense  remains  as  tepid  as  the  bath  water 
and  much  of  the  action  centers  on  several 
characters’  preening  in  front  of  a  mirror. 
Some  of  the  scenes  are  improbable,  too; 
when  the  proprietor,  Violet,  serves  a 
candlelight  meal  in  the  baths,  a  couple  of  the 
women  dine  without  a  stitch  of  clothing. 

Such  a  scene  could  work  in  a  farcical  play, 
but  in  Steaming ,  which  strives  for  realism,  it 
merely  seems  strained  and  phony.  The 
women  are  too  nonchalant  about  each 
other’s  nudity.  As  a  long-time  habitue  of 
women’s  locker  rooms  and  saunas,  I  ex¬ 
pected  more  furtive  glances  and  awkward¬ 
ness  than  conveyed  by  Steaming’ s  women. 
All  the  nakedness  is  engrossing,  but  I  found 
myself  more  curious  about  the  actors 
themselves  than  the  characters  they  were 
portraying. 

Melodrama  aside,  the  performances  are 
solid,  with  special  kudos  to  Diana  Sheehan 
as  the  rambunctious  Josie.  All  the  actors 
pull  off  convincing,  and  varied,  British  ac¬ 
cents  in  this  New  England  premiere  of 
Steaming,  and  the  New  Ehrlich’s  spare  set 
includes  a  shallow  pool  that  allows  for 
playful  interaction  among  the  characters. 
But  none  of  the  trappings  make  up  for  the 
feeble  script.  Ultimately,  Steaming  fails  to 
evoke  a  spirit  of  rebellion,  or  address  the 
political  urgency  of  contemporary  England 
it  purportedly  attempts  to  convey.  □ 


racism  and  sexism  will  the  community  grow 
stronger.” 

Casselberry  said  Mary’s  has  the  support 
of  “many  members  of  the  Hispanic  com¬ 
munity.”  He  cited  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Hispanics  Unidos  (GLHU)  which  has,  in 
fact,  remained  neutral  on  the  issue.  Gilbert 
Guerrero,  treasurer  of  GLHU,  told  GCN 
that  boycotts  violate  the  group’s  statement 
of  purpose. 

Casselberry  further  defended  Mary’s  by 
claiming  the  controversial  ad  was  “written 
by  a  Hispanic  manager  of  Mary’s,”  Adrian 
Luera.  Morales,  in  her  letter  to  the  Mon¬ 
trose  Voice,  said  “Mary’s  made  no  attempts 
to  contact  a  Hispanic  group  to  consult  on 
the  effects  of  the  advertisement.  Instead  one 
Hispanic  creates  an  ad,  and  the  first  mistake 
is  made:  all  Mexicans  think  alike.  We  are  a 
diverse  group.” 

Ortiz  said  the  boycott  will  continue 
despite  attempts  by  HOBO  to  undermine  it. 
“This  may  become  another  beanfield  war,” 
said  Laureano,  comparing  the  boycott  to 
the  symbolic  struggle  of  a  small  Latino  com¬ 
munity  in  New  Mexico  to  save  their  land 
from  white  developers  which  was  depicted 
in  a  recent  Film,  The  Milagro  Beanfield 
War.  “We  are  raising  hell.  We  are  no  longer 
afraid  to  stand  up  against  the  old  boys 
here.”  □ 


Angry  Initiatives/Defiant  Strategies.  Produc¬ 
ed  by  John  Greyson  for  Deep  Dish  TV  Network, 
the  first  national  grassroots  satellite  network.  To  be 
aired  on  Boston  cable,  channel  A3  on  June  14, 

I Opm.;  Cambridge  cable,  channel  19  on  June  14  at 
9pm.;  Somerville  cable,  channel  3  on  June  16  at 
8pm.  For  info  on  schedules  elsewhere  in  the  greater 
Boston  area,  call  628-8826.  For  national  scheduling 
info.,  call  Deep  Dish  in  New  York  at  (212) 
420-9045. 

By  Stephanie  Poggi 

ick  of  close-ups  of  cars?  Had  your  fill  of 
obnoxious  hosts  and  insipid  plots? 
Can’t  stand  to  see  another  dreamy  con¬ 
dom  commercial  —  the  kind  where  the 
elegant  white  woman  delicately  reaches  in  a 
drawer  for  the  little  packet?  Well  then,  Deep 
Dish  TV  may  serve  up  something  you’d 
prefer. 

Angry  Initiatives/Defiant  Strategies 
(AIDS)  is  one  in  a  series  of  hour-long  shows 
developed  by  independent  and 
f«P§  cable  access  producers  for  the  se- 
l  cond  annual  Deep  Dish  TV  series. 

'"'al  The  shows  are  made  up  of  clips 
from  longer  pieces  by  community-based 
producers  —  on  topics  ranging  from  hous¬ 
ing,  ageism,  militarism,  Central  America 
and  International  Women’s  Day. 

The  AIDS  program,  produced  by  John 
Greyson  of  Toronto,  offers  an  intensely  in¬ 
formative,  lickety-split  paced,  moving  pat¬ 
chwork  of  responses  to  AIDS.  While 
sometimes  just  a  bit  too  artsy,  sometimes 
too  fast  (you  wonder  if  the  reasons  for  not 
taking  the  HIV  antibody  test  are  clear)  and 
sometimes  just  a  tad  flat,  Angry  Strategies 
drives  home  a  clear  message:  AIDS  is  about 
tragedy  and  AIDS  has  to  be  about  determin¬ 
ed  outrage,  about  changing  things. 

We  see  shots  of  political  rallies,  PWAs 
talking  about  workplace  discrimination,  a 
Kaposi’s  Sarcoma  makeover  session,  in 
which  a  PWA  tells  the  make-up  artist  get¬ 
ting  ready  to  cover  his  lesions:  “You  wake 
up  in  the  morning  and  look  in  the  mirror 
and  slap  —  the  first  thing  you  get  hit  with  is 
‘Hi!  You’ve  got  AIDS.’”  Rap  songs  sail 
out,  poetry  meanders  and  thunders  across 
the  screen,  and  a  deadpan  commentator 
compares  the  government  and  media 
response  to  AIDS  with  their  response  to  the 
1982  cyanide-in-Tylenol  scare.  (You  know 
what  got  more  attention.)  A  clip  from  the 
theater  piece  The  AIDS  Show  jumps  in  on 
the  poignantly  funny  line,  “The  dying  are 
supposed  to  go  quietly  for  the  sake  of  the 
living.  [But  Jeffrey,  a  PWA]  had  this 
voracious  kind  of  self-pity  —  that’s  usually 

Adodi 
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gay  men,  to  be  with  other  people  who  can 
relate  to  your  dilemmas.  The  group  has 
helped  us  reconvene  and  network.” 

Many  Adodi  members  have  been  involved 
in  other  lesbian/gay  groups  in  town,  in¬ 
cluding  the  local  March  on  Washington 
organizing  committee,  Men  of  All  Colors 
Together  (MACT),  the  lavender  stripe  of 
Jesse  Jackson’s  presidential  campaign  and 
the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  (GBL/GPA).  David,  who 
is  a  founding  member  of  MACT,  helped 
start  a  group  for  Black  gay  men  in  1975 
which  existed  for  about  a  year.  He  said 
renewed  interest  in  a  Black  gay  men’s  group 
may  be  due  in  part  to  the  AIDS  crisis  in  the 
Black  community,  and  continuing  anger 
over  discrimination  against  Black  people  in 
the  gay  community. 

When  asked  whether  the  renewed  ac¬ 
tivism  stirred  at  last  October’s  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
may  contributed  to  Adodi’s  formation, 
David  said  no.  “I  could  practically  count 
the  number  of  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
D.C.  on  two  hands,”  he  said.  “We’ve  been 
doing  work  as  Black  gay  people  for  a  long, 
long  time.” 

Pettus  agreed  that  plans  to  form  a  Black 
gay  men’s  group  had  long  been  in  the  works. 
“You  either  have  to  do  something  about  the 
current  situation,  or  pack  your  bags,”  he 
said.  “We  wanted  to  start  our  own  thing  for 
people  here  in  Boston,  where  everyone 
could  have  input.  Besides  talking  about 
working  with  women’s  groups  and  other 
people  of  color,  we’ve  considered  involving 
bisexuals  and  straight  Black  men  in  the 
group.  We’re  still  talking  about  many 
possibilities. 


reserved  for  homeowners  who’ve  lost  their 
homes  in  mud-slides.” 

We  also  catch  political  commentary  from 
English  author/activist  Simon  Watney,  who 
says  the  real  problem  with  mandatory  testing  is 
that  it’s  designed  to  be  a  form  of  punishment. 
Elizabeth  Ramos,  a  Latina  PWA,  describes 
her  battle  for  health  care  in  Massachusetts 
and  we  hear  from  AIDS  activists  of  color 
that  white-dominated  AIDS  groups  are  put¬ 
ting  out  the  message:  “We  don’t  actively 
discriminate;  we  just  don’t  include  you.” 
Greyson  rounds  out  the  picture  with  shots  of 
safer  sex  chat;  the  demonstration  against 
Cosmopolitan  magazine,  following  their 
publication  of  an  article  claiming  heterosex¬ 
ual  women  who  engage  in  “normal”  sex 
have  nothing  to  worry  about;  and  a  wonder¬ 
ful  glimpse  of  a  condom  being  pulled  over  (a 
picture  of)  Jerry  Falwell’s  head  as  he  spits 
about  something  or  other. 

The  compendium  hits  its  emotional  peak 
with  a  segment  on  mothers  talking  about 
their  sons  who  have  died  —  from  Too  Little, 
Too  Late  by  Micki  Dickoff.  Against  the 
open  grief  of  these  mothers,  the  other  peo¬ 
ple  we  see  —  PWAs,  friends,  lovers  and  ac¬ 
tivists  —  seem  stalwart  or  resigned.  At  other 
points,  the  sadness  of  lovers  and  friends  is 
portrayed  in  so  theatrical  a  form  it  seems  to 
allow  viewers  a  kind  of  distance.  It’s  unclear 
if  the  power  of  the  grieving  mothers  is  a 
commentary  on  how  motherhood  itself  is 
packaged  (as  in,  who  could  feel  pain  more 
than  a  mother  does?)  or  if  the  PWAs  and 
friends  losing  friends  have  so  much  dying  to 
deal  with,  they  cannot  afford  to  let  down  in 
the  same  way. 

Angry  Initiatives  closes  with  a  long  pan 
shot  of  the  Quilt  on  Capitol  Mall  at  the 
March  on  Washington,  with  a  voiceover  by 
Cleve  Jones  (see  this  week’s  center)  reading 
the  names  of  those  remembered  in  the 
panels.  Here  we  do  see  sorrow  for  those  who 
have  died,  but  I  also  wished  for  a  last  bit  on 
the  many  PWAs  fighting  to  live,  and  the 
many  others  trying  to  deal  with  dying. 

On  another  note,  I  could  have  done 
without  the  post-script  from  Deep  Dish  — 
on  how  they  provide  a  kind  of 
“smartfood”;  no  “fat”  dished  up  here,  just 
the  good  stuff.  Dear  Deep  Dish,  my  dish 
runneth  over  with  too  many  slices  of  fat- 
phobia. 

All  in  all,  however,  John  Greyson  and 
Deep  Dish  have  done  an  admirable  job  piec¬ 
ing  together  this  wide-ranging  and  very 
radical  rap  on  AIDS.  If  Angry  Initiatives  is 
an  indicator  of  the  quality  of  other  shows, 
please  keep  the  dishes  coming.  □ 


“We  want  to  educate  people;  it’s  so 
racially  tense  here.  Either  white  gay  men 
don’t  understand  what  we’re  going  through, 
or  they  don’t  care.  I  think  they  don’t 
understand.” 

Upcoming  events  of  Adodi  include  a  safer 
sex  information  party  organized  with  the 
help  of  Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee 
(AAC)  and  a  soon-to-be  announced  social 
event  to  raise  the  group’s  visibility  in  the  gay 
community.  Members  have  begun  sending 
out  informational  mailings  about  Adodi 
and  participating  in  community  forums 
about  current  issues.  “For  example,”  David 
said,  “I  want  to  know  what  impact,  if  any, 
does  the  gay  rights  bill  have  on  us?” 

Pettus  said  that  most  Adodi  members  will 
be  participating  in  Boston’s  Pride  parade  on 
June  11.  But  he  expressed  concern  that  the 
three  people  being  honored  at  Pride  for  their 
contribution  to  civil  rights  are  Susan  B.  An¬ 
thony,  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  and  Harvey 
Milk. 

“I  didn’t  like  the  idea  that  two  out  of  the 
three  people  being  honored  are  straight,” 
Pettus  said.  “I  wondered,  when  white  peo¬ 
ple  think  about  Black  civil  rights,  can  they 
only  think  of  Martin  Luther  King?  What 
about  Langston  Hughes,  or  other  gay  men? 
Did  they  have  to  go  all  the  way  back  to  the 
1800’s  to  think  of  a  woman? 

“Someone  explained  to  me  that  those 
three  were  picked  because  they’re  thought 
of  as  the  inspiration  for  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment,  the  Black  movement  and  the  gay 
movement.  That  makes  some  sense  to  me, 
but  still,  it  bothers  me  because  sometimes  it 
seems  straight  people  are  picked  to  lend 
legitimacy  to  an  event.” 

For  further  information  about  Adodi,  con¬ 
tact  T< rent  at  536-9048  or  David  at  451-6872. 
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STITCHING 
MEMORIES 

Boston  quitters  talk  about  friends,  lovers 
and  family 


“Y 


By  Chris  Bull 

ou 've  surely  killed  him  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  he's  lying  there  in  a  bed,  he 
hasn  V  moved  since  yesterday  and 
the  only  thing  he's  said  is  he  doesn ’t  regret 
anything;  he  ’ll  die  a  proud  man;  an  honest 
man,  a  human  being,  a  homosexual,  a 
human  being.  ” 

—  a  message  stitched  onto  a  quilt 
memorializing  Jack  Rhodes,  who  died  of 
AIDS  in  1987 

Every  Thursday  night,  the  blew  England 
NAMES  Project  hosts  a  "quilting  bee"  at 
Boston ’s  Arlington  Street  Church.  As  many 
as  SO  people  gather  to  memorialize  friends, 
lovers  and  family  members  who  have  died  of 
AIDS.  Sewing  machines  and  heaps  of 
brightly  colored  doth  are  everywhere,  and 
the  room  buzzes  with  activity.  Some  people 
work  diligently  on  their  quilts,  while  visitors 
wander  around  the  room,  admiring  the 
many  quilts  hanging  on  the  walls  and  the 
many  others  carefully  laid  out  on  the  floor. 

Mel  Reicher,  co-chair  of  the  New  England 
NAMES  Project,  calls  the  work  "healing.... 

/  have  never  experienced  people  coming 
together  in  the  midst  of  tragedy  like  this  in 
my  life.  We  started  out  with  just  a  few  peo¬ 
ple  showing  up,  now  the  room  is  packed.  ” 
Reicher  adds,  " Most  people  only  have  a 
funeral  to  deal  with  loss;  the  Quilt  gives 
them  a  chance  to  create  a  living  memorial.  " 

GCN  interviewed  eight  people  working 
on  quilts  at  a  quilting  bee  at  the  Arlington 
St.  Church  in  early  June.  Quitters  were  ask¬ 
ed  to  talk  about  their  individual  panels  and 
about  their  involvement  in  the  NAMES  Pro¬ 
ject. 

Danny  Fournier,  a  South  End  resident,  is  a 
travel  agent  and  part  time  waiter  at  Mario's 
(“That’s  where  I  got  my  panels  —  two  table 
cloths  from  the  restaurant").  He  asked  that 
the  last  name  of  his  best  friend,  Brian,  be  left 
out  of  the  story  because  Brian's  parents  do 
not  want  anyone  to  know  that  their  son  died 
of  AIDS. 

Danny:  My  roommate  had  seen  the  adver¬ 
tisement  for  the  Quilt  and  said  to  me 
“Wouldn’t  it  be  a  good  idea  to  do  it  for 
Brian?”  So  I  pondered  the  idea  for  a  while 
although  1  really  didn’t  want  to  do  it  because 
1  didn’t  want  to  deal  with  my  emotions 
around  the  whole  issue.  Brian  had  been  dead 
around  nine  months  when  I  decided  I  would 
go  ahead  with  it.  It’s  probably  one  of  the 
best  things  1  have  ever  done.  It’s  allowed  me 
to  breathe. 

At  first  1  didn't  want  to  come  here  to  deal 
with  people  and  their  families  and  the  emo¬ 
tions  because  I  was  trapped  in  my  own  little 
world.  And  it  was  painful  coming  here.  But 
as  I  started  sharing  and  they  started  sharing 
I  found  that  it  really  helped  to  pay  tribute  to 
my  friend.  Along  with  all  the  pain,  there  are 
all  these  memories  we  had  together,  how  his 
life  touched  mine. 

Chris:  How  did  you  know  Brian? 

Danny:  Brian  was  my  closest  friend.  My  first 
city  friend.  We  met  ten  years  ago.  We  lived 
together  in  different  apartments.  I  don’t 
know  —  we  were  just  best  friends.  There  is  a 
wonderful  sense  of  support  here  that 
reminds  me  of  my  relationship  with  Brian. 

AIDS  has  made  me  more  aware  of  how 
precious  my  friends  are.  How  much  we 
should  value  the  time  we  have  because  we 
don’t  know  what  is  going  to  happen.  This 
issue  has  forced  me  to  look  at  death  and 
this  brings  up  my  own  mortality.  I  wake  up 
every  day  and  think  about  Brian  and  about 
AIDS,  you  just  can't  help  it.  It’s  devastating 
and  I  think  it  will  get  worse  before  it  gets 
better,  unfortunately.  I  have  learned  to  take 
life  one  day  at  a  time. 

1  have  been  surprised  to  see  so  many 
women  here  making  panels  for  their  sons, 
their  grandsons,  their  brothers.  It  has  been 
labelled  a  gay  disease,  but  it  wasn’t  started 
by  gays  and  it  isn’t  a  gay  disease.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  it  is  affecting  everyone.  And  these 
women  here  don’t  care  about  the  gay  part. 
It’s  a  human  issue. 


Ari  Gonzalez  (R)  and  Veronica  Cunningham 

Ari  Gonzales  is  a  Puerto  Rican  gay  man,  a 
temporary  worker  and  a  resident  of  Boston. 
He  also  volunteers  for  the  Boston  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee's  (AAC)  Multicultural  Com¬ 
mittee.  He  is  working  on  a  quilt  for 
“anonymous  Hispanics  who  have  died  of 
AIDS.” 

Ari:  I  am  putting  bright  Spanish  colors  on 
the  quilt  and  a  message  that  says  “you  are 
loved.”  I  am  also  putting  a  frog,  which  in 
Puerto  Rico  is  synonymous  with  the  island. 
In  Puerto  Rico  the  frogs  go  “coqui,  coqui.” 
No  one  sees  the  frogs,  but  everyone  listens 
to  them.  This  panel  is  for  those  we  do  not 
know.  And  yet  this  should  also  be  listened 
to. 

I  am  part  of  a  group  at  AAC’s 
Multicultural  Committee  and  we  have  a  get 
together  on  Tuesday  evenings  in  the  South 
End.  We  decided  we  would  try  to  do  a  panel 
for  people  of  color.  I  thought  this  quilt  was 
something  1  could  do  to  help  out. 

Chris:  Could  you  talk  about  how  Latinos  in 
Boston  have  been  affected  by  the  disease? 
Ari:  Well,  in  the  Puerto  Rican  community  in 
Boston,  because  of  the  homophobia,  not 
many  people  get  to  know  who  is  who  in  the 
community.  There  are  also  many  coming 
out  issues  in  the  community,  which  has 
made  making  quilts  for  people  more  dif¬ 
ficult.  I  want  to  do  something.  And  if  1  do 
not  have  someone  to  make  a  quilt  for 
because  of  the  anonymity  issue,  then  all  1 
can  do  is  memorialize  Hispanic  people  who 
died  of  AIDS. 

We  also  need  to  remember  that  we  need  to 
work  more  with  those  who  are  affected  by 


the  disease  now  —  to  provide  them  treat¬ 
ment  and  care  and  help  them  live  longer  and 
longer. 

Chris:  In  dealing  with  a  mostly  white  gay 
male  community  working  on  the  Quilt  and 
at  the  AIDS  Action  Committee,  have  you 
encountered  racism  or  do  you  see  different 
groups  coming  together  to  fight  the  disease? 
Ari:  Well,  I  sure  don’t  think  AIDS  has 
united  people  very  much.  Hispanic  issues 
and  people  of  color  issues  are  as  important 
to  [white]  gay  men  as.. .as  the  moon.  So 
there  is  a  lot  for  [Hispanic]  gay  men  to  go 
through  on  our  own.  I  am  doing  this  [panel] 
as  an  Hispanic  person  and  I  am  doing  this  so 
that  the  life  of  a  person  of  color  will  come 
through  on  the  Quilt. 

In  AIDS  work,  people  still  need  to  learn 
how  to  be  culturally  sensitive  and  how  we 
can  present  work  that  is  going  to  be  inclusive 
of  everybody.  And  the  majority  must  let 
minorities  decide  how  they  will  participate 
in  combatting  the  epidemic. 

Ron  Lacombe  is  a  PWA  living  in  Boston. 
Rab  Sherman  is  president  of  the  board  of 
Boston’s  Gay  Men's  Chorus. 

Ron:  Having  all  these  people  around  making 
quilts  and  going  through  the  same  thing  has 
helped  me  deal  with  the  death  of  my  friend, 
Randy.  He  was  part  of  my  group  at  AIDS 
Action  Committee.  I  have  AIDS  also. 

Rab:  Randy  was  also  a  friend  of  mine.  I  met 
him  down  at  the  March  on  Washington  in 
October. 

Ron:  There’s  a  really  friendly  atmosphere 
here.  People  of  all  ages,  races  and  sexes  are 
working  together  to  make  something  really 
beautiful. 

Chris:  Tell  me  about  the  quilt  you  are  mak¬ 
ing. 

Rab:  It’s  the  “Emerald  City.”  Randy  liked 
the  Wizard  of  Oz  and  Ron  came  up  with  the 
idea. 

Ron:  I  came  up  with  the  idea  because  Randy 
was  so  much  like  a  little  boy  to  me.  He  was 
only  26  when  he  died.  He  just  loved  the 
Wizard  of  Oz  and  the  “Emerald  City”  so  he 
will  be  happy  to  know  that  this  is  his  quilt. 


Lucy  Brook  is  a  resident  of  Lynn.  She  has 
five  children  and  spends  most  of  her  time 
“taking  care  of  my  grandson." 

Lucy:  My  son  Richard  died  April  20  of  this 
year  of  AIDS.  And  I  wanted  to  make  sure  I 
made  something  nice  to  remember  him  by. 
He  was  crazy  about  basketball.  He  used  to 
play  basketball  all  the  time.  So  I  sewed  his 
jersey  onto  the  quilt.  Red  and  gray  are  the 
colors  of  English  High  School  where  he  used 
to  play. 

Making  the  quilt  has  been  like  a  little 
therapy  for  me.  I  need  to  see  other  people  in 
the  same  situation  as  myself.  Naturally,  un¬ 
til  it  hits  your  own  home  you  never  realize 
how  really  bad  it  is.  I  go  to  [AAC]  support 
groups  on  Mondays  and  I  heard  about  this. 
One  of  the  hospice  nurses  who  took  care  of 
my  son  suggested  I  get  into  something.  She 
said  there  is  a  quilting  bee  in  Boston.  1  said  I 
just  have  to  find  out  where  it  is  and  I  will  go. 
1  wanted  to  make  sure  that  I  got  in  here  and 
made  something  to  remember  Ricky  by,  not 
that  I  will  ever,  ever  forget  him.  And  I  miss 
him  an  awful  lot. 


Lucy  Brook 

Chris:  Have  you  met  other  people  here  who 
have  had  similar  experiences  dealing  with 
AIDS? 

Lucy:  One  woman  here  1  was  just  talking  to 
had  a  son  even  younger  than  Ricky;  Ricky 
was  35  when  he  died.  But  she  said  her  son 
had  known  about  it  for  five  years  and  didn’t 
tell  anybody.  She  only  found  out  in  the  last 
year  or  so.  Her  quilt  is  just  finished  up  there 
on  the  wall  with  the  purple  rose.  She  was 
telling  me  the  symptoms  her  son  had;  Ricky 
was  the  same.  Her  son  was  at  Beth  Israel 
Hospital  where  Ricky  was  before  he  got  very 
sick  and  we  decided  to  take  him  home.  He 
wanted  to  go  home.  So  I  took  him  home  and 
he  died  in  the  house.  He  had  the  whole  fami¬ 
ly  around  him. 

I  don’t  know  how  it  is  fair  that  he  had  to 
go  through  so  much  suffering.  He  died  very 
hard.  He  was  such  a  good  boy.  He  said  he 
didn’t  want  to  die,  but  there  was  nothing  we 
could  do  about  it. 


Ron  Lacombe  (L)  and  Rab  Sherman 


George  Nalley  is  co-chair  of  the  Boston 
chapter  of  Men  of  All  Colors  Together 
(MACT).  He  designed  a  quilt  for  his  friend, 
Michael  O’Leary,  who  was  the  treasurer  of 
MACT.  Nalley  said  members  of  MACT  spent 
several  weeks  at  the  kitchen  table  of  his 
home  in  the  South  End  putting  the  quilt 
together. 

George:  I  think  it’s  a  beautiful  quilt.  It’s  two 
triangles  sewn  together  making  a  rectangle. 
Because  he  was  Irish,  the  lower  part  is  kelly 
green  and  the  top  part  is  a  sky  blue.  The 
green  represents  the  earth  and  the  blue  the 
heavens.  There  is  a  yellow  sun  at  the  top  and 
a  globe  at  the  bottom,  symbolic  of  his  spirit 
being  in  mid-flight  between  heaven  and 
earth.  The  Phoenix  bird  in  white  satin  is  in- 
between  the  two  in  flight  toward  heaven.  In 
mythology,  the  Phoenix  was  supposed  to  die 
and  rise  from  the  ashes  and  for  me  it  was 
symbolic  of  his  bid  for  eternal  life. 

At  one  point  MACT  was  working  on 
three  panels  for  members  of  our  chapter  at 
once.  So  we  have  been  busy  memorializing 
people  dead  of  AIDS. 

Chris:  How  much  involvement  of  people  of 
color  has  there  been  in  the  NAMES  Project? 
George:  Needless  to  say  I  have  looked  for 
that.  I  really  haven’t  seen  a  lot  of  it,  even 
though  we  are  told  Black  people  and 
minorities  are  at  higher  risk  than  are  whites 
and  we  are  dying  at  a  greater  rate.  From  my 
experience  with  MACT/Boston,  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  get  a  number  of  Blacks  to  come  out 
politically  and,  in  this  case,  socially,  to  deal 
with  the  disease  and  work  with  a  project  like 
this.  The  Black  community  has  many  issues 
around  gayness  that  it  needs  to  address. 

But  the  NAMES  Project  has  been  great 
about  encouraging  our  participation.  Janet 
Woodcock  of  the  NAMES  Project  came  to 
speak  to  MACT  about  the  Quilt,  and  that’s 
how  many  of  us  got  interested. 

Chris:  Has  working  on  the  Quilt  been 
helpful  for  you  and  for  MACT  in  dealing 
with  the  loss  of  friends? 

George:  Oh,  absolutely.  When  I  went  to  Arl¬ 
ington  Street  Church  for  the  first  time  there 
was  a  guy  I  met  there,  and  he  couldn’t  tell 
me  enough  about  the  quilt  he  was  doing  for 
his  lover.  For  him  it  was  a  way  of  getting  it 
off  his  chest.  His  lover  was  buried  without 
any  recognition  of  this  (gay)  part  of  his  life, 
which  was  a  great  side  of  his  life.  I  remember 
reading  somewhere  how  families  get  uptight 
about  obituaries  and  mentioning  the  word 
AIDS.  The  Quilt  has  provided  a  second  way 
we  can  say  goodbye  to  people  —  on  our  own 
terms.  I  think  the  terminology  is  “burying 
them  twice.” 

Michael’s  funeral  did  not  mention 
gayness  or  AIDS  either,  even  though  his  parents 
were  very  open  and  receptive  to  us.  And 
Michael  had  requested  that  they  play  the 
song,  “Oh,  Danny  Boy”  but  the  people  run¬ 
ning  the  Catholic  service  said  it  was  a  Pro¬ 
testant  song  and  it  could  not  be  played.  So 
on  Michael’s  panel  I  used  a  line  from  the 
song,  “in  sunshine  or  in  shadow.”  If  I 
hadn’t  done  this  I  would  have  felt  he  was  left 
in  an  open  grave  and  I  had  no  cover  for  him. 
The  Quilt  lets  us  bring  up  all  these  issues  that 
would  never  be  discussed. 

We’re  also  seeing  that  sometimes  we  wait 
too  long  to  say  things  to  our  friends  —  now 
we're  going  to  be  saying  all  those  things 
because  we  could  be  making  a  panel  for 
them  or  they  could  be  making  one  for  us. 


THE  FIRST  PANEL  WAS 
FOR  MARVIN 
FELDMAN 


Barbara  Wiggin,  from  Northfield,  Mass, 
and  Cathy  Sullivan,  from  Beverly,  Mass.,  are 
working  on  a  quilt  for  Barbara's  brother 
Peter,  who  died  last  year  from  AIDS. 
Barbara:  Making  this  quilt  was  something  I 
wanted  to  do  for  Peter  and  for  myself.  I 
want  to  feel  like  people  are  not  forgotten. 
Cathy:  I  want  to  make  people  more  aware 
that  people  are  dying  and  that  we  can  do 
something  about  it.  It  has  made  me  wake  up 
and  realize  that  we  must  do  anything  we  can 
to  help  out,  to  make  the  burden  on  those  af¬ 
fected  a  little  more  bearable. 

Chris:  Has  working  together  with  all  these 
people  on  the  Quilt  helped  you  deal  with  the 
death  of  your  brother  and  friend? 

Barbara:  Everyone  here  has  been  through  a 
very  tragic  event,  but  at  the  same  time  com¬ 
ing  here  has  been  a  very  joyous  occasion.  It 
has  been  wonderful  walking  around  here 
seeing  people’s  artistic  output.  And  we  have 
really  gotten  to  know  my  brother’s  ex-lover 
and  he  has  gotten  to  know  us. 

Cathy:  And  it’s  simply  nice  to  see  people 
working  together  with  family,  friends, 
lovers,  even  children.  You  can  see  that  from 
whatever  background,  people  are  pulling 
together. 

Chris:  Do  you  get  any  sense  that  all  these  dif¬ 
ferent  people  coming  together  around  the 
Quilt  has  helped  combat  the  homophobia 
surrounding  the  epidemic? 

Barbara:  I  think  so,  I  also  think  now  that 
AIDS  is  becoming  a  heterosexual  as  well  as 
homosexual  problem,  people  can  no  longer 
separate  themselves  from  the  disease; 
almost  everyone  knows  someone  who  has 
died.  It’s  a  tragedy  that  affects  us  all.  This 
will  do  more  to  do  away  with  homophobia 
than  anything  else. 

Cathy:  I  have  never  been  homophobic,  so  I 
can’t  relate  to  someone  being  that  way.  For 
those  people  who  are  homophobic,  I  would 
hope  something  like  AIDS  would  make 
them  more  sensitive.  Whether  they  are 
straight  or  gay  is  not  the  point,  we  have  to 
come  together. 


By  John  Kyper 

Of  all  the  extraordinary  events  at  last 
October’s  March  on  Washington  for 
Lesbian/Gay  Rights,  nothing  moved 
me  so  much  as  the  unveiling  of  the  NAMES 
Project:  nearly  2,000  quilt  panels  dedicated 
to  those  who  died  of  AIDS  laid  out  on  the 
Capitol  Mall,  taking  up  an  expanse  the  size 
of  two  football  fields.  Like  the  individuals 
being  commemorated  and  tike  those  who 
were  remembering  them,  each  quilt  was  uni¬ 
que. 

Of  course  I  recognized  many  of  the  names 
from  my  two  decades  in  gay  life,  including 
an  early  boyfriend.  There  were  also  the 
names  of  a  couple  of  people  I  didn  ’t  know 
had  died.  "Sadly,  that  is  one  of  the  unifying 
experiences  of  the  Quilt,  ”  notes  Cleve 
Jones,  founder  and  Executive  Director  of 
The  NAMES  Project. 

Following  Washington  the  Project  has 
continued  to  grow  and  the  Quilt  now  con¬ 
tains  over  4, 000 panels.  In  April  a  portion  of 
the  Quilt,  3,488  panels,  embarked  on  a 
20-city  nationwide  tour,  in  the  midst  of  a 
presidential  election  in  which  AIDS  looms 
as  the  largest  unspoken  issue.  In  preparation 
for  its  mid-June  arrival  in  Boston,  I  inter¬ 
viewed  Cleve  at  the  Project ’s  San  Francisco 
headquarters. 

John:  Could  you  start  by  giving  us  a  little 
history  of  The  NAMES  Project? 

Cleve:  Every  year  for  the  past  ten  years  I’ve 
been  part  of  the  candlelight  march  that  oc¬ 
curs  on  November  27  to  commemorate  the 
1978  assassinations  of  [S.F.  Mayor]  George 
Moscone  and  [gay  City]  Supervisor  Harvey 
Milk.  As  we  were  preparing  for  the  candle¬ 
light  memorial  in  November  of  1985,  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Health  Department 
announced  that  1 ,000  San  Franciscans  had 
already  been  killed  by  the  AIDS  epidemic. 
A  great  many  of  those  people  lived  within  a 
few  blocks  of  the  intersection  of  Castro  and 
Market  Streets,  where  we  begin  the  march. 

Two  days  before  the  memorial,  we  asked 
everybody  to  carry  cardboard  signs  —  each 
with  the  name  of  one  person  who  had  been 
killed.  To  my  surprise,  hundreds  and  hun- 

The  New  England  NAMES  Project  is 
still  accepting  three-by-six  foot  quilts, 
which,  time  permitting,  will  be  sewn 
into  l2-by-l2  panels  and  displayed  on 
Saturday,  June  18  on  Arlington  Street 
in  front  of  the  Boston  Park  Plaza  Cas¬ 
tle.  Boston  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn  will 
read  names  of  those  being  honored  by 
the  Quilt  at  10  a.m.  The  national 
NAMES  Project  tour  arrives  in  Boston 
on  June  It;  it  will  be  on  display  inside 
the  Castle  through  June  19.  (Check 
calendar  for  times  and  other  NAMES 
project  events.)  All  funds  raised  over 
the  cost  of  presenting  the  Quilt  will  go 
to  direct  services  for  people  with 
AIDS.  Stop  by  Faneuil  Hall  to  donate 
pennies  on  your  way  to  Boston’s  Pride 
march,  June  II.  □ 


dreds  of  people  showed  up  carrying  these 
signs.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  march  we 
went  up  the  front  of  the  Federal  Building  on 
ladders  and  covered  the  whole  facade  with 
these  hand-lettered  signs. 

It  was  a  very  startling  image.  Hundreds  of 
people  stood  around  and  looked  at  it  —  it 
was  a  cold,  wet  night,  and  one  by  one  the 
taped -on  cards  peeled  off  the  wall  —  but  still 
these  people  just  stood  there.  Many  people 
learned  for  the  first  time  that  they,  too,  had 
lost  someone  to  this  epidemic.  I  was  very 
moved  by  the  obvious  need  for  a  memorial. 
And  then  as  I  was  looking  at  it  I  saw  the  im¬ 
age  of  a  quilt  made  up  of  all  those  names 
that  were  there  haphazardly  on  the  wall. 

When  I  said  the  word  “quilt”  it  evoked 
such  warm,  positive  memories  of  my  child¬ 
hood  —  a  very  different  emotion  than  that 
which  had  been  created  by  looking  at  these 
names  on  the  gray  wall  in  the  cold.  I  carried 
the  image  around  in  my  brain  for  a  year.  As 
soon  as  I  had  the  picture  of  a  large  quilt 
made  up  of  names,  I  immediately  thought  of 
it  being  on  the  National  Mall  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C. 

Almost  a  year  later,  in  October,  1986,  my 
best  friend  —  Marvin  Feldman  —  died  of 
AIDS.  I  was  devastated.  Right  after  Marvin 
died,  the  March  on  Washington  was  called. 

I  went  to  the  founding  meeting  in  New  York 
and  announced  publicly  for  the  first  time  my 
concept  of  this  quilt. 

John:  The  reaction  at  the  conference  was 
favorable? 

Cleve:  Oh,  it  was  very,  very  positive  and 
they  unanimously  endorsed  the  Quilt  as  one 
of  the  official  related  events.  But  no  one 
stepped  forward  to  prod  me  into  doing  it. 
Several  months  more  went  by,  during  which 
I  became  increasingly  depressed  about  the 
death  of  Marvin.  I  tested  positive  If  or  HIV 
antibodies]  and  became  very  melancholy 
about  the  whole  situation. 

Finally,  in  February  '87  I  went  out  in  my 
back  yard  and  created  the  first  panel  of  the 
Quilt,  for  Marvin  Feldman.  It  was  a  very  im¬ 
portant  afternoon.  I  devoted  it  to  thinking 
about  Marvin  and  why  I  loved  him,  why  he 
was  my  best  friend  and  why  we  knew  on  the 
first  day  we  met  that  we  were  going  to  be 
best  friends.  I  had  been  with  him  and  his 
family  during  the  week  prior  to  his  death 
when  he  was  still  able  to  communicate  fully. 

Even  though  I  am  not  an  artist,  I  found 
making  the  panel  an  extremely  satisfying 
process  to  go  through  —  there’s  something 
about  handling  the  fabric  and  working  with 
the  color.  It  allowed  me  to  paint  in  my  mind 
a  much  clearer  picture  of  Marvin.  I  think 
one  of  the  great  gifts  of  the  Quilt  is  that  it 
enables  people  to  remember  loved  ones  who 
have  been  taken,  but  in  a  way  that  one  can 
handle. 

Many  people,  like  those  in  my  neighbor¬ 
hood  [the  Castro],  are  completely  surround¬ 
ed  by  death  and  dying.  Many  of  the  most 
important  people  in  our  lives  have  been 
taken  from  us.  I  don’t  want  to  bury  those 
memories,  I  need  those  memories.  Those  are 
the  people  of  my  life,  whether  they’re  here 
or  not.  The  Quilt  gives  me  a  way  to  hold  on 
to  those  memories,  and  I  know  other  people 
feel  that.  I  think  that’s  really  the  heart  and 
soul  of  what’s  happening. 

John:  So  it  basically  developed  in  the  eight  or 
so  months  prior  to  the  March? 

Cleve:  We  say  our  birthday  is  July  20,  1987, 
because  that’s  the  day  we  opened  an  office. 

It  was  just  me  with  one  or  two  friends  on  a 
very  limited  basis  through  May;  then  I  met 
Mike  Smith,  who’s  now  our  General  Mana¬ 
ger  .  The  first  hard-core  group  was  assembl¬ 
ed  during  June. 

Here’s  how  quickly  it  grew:  by  the  end  of 
Continued  on  page  15 


George  Nalley 


Chuck  Solomon  and  his  mother,  Bette 


Life  in  the  surreal  spiral 

The  AIDS  Film  Project  shows  us  AIDS  from  the  inside, 
not  some  Mondo  Epidemico 


The  AIDS  Film  Project.  Presented  by  Frameline, 
in  conjunction  with  The  NAMES  Project.  To  benefit 
GCN.  Films:  Chuck  Solomon:  Coming  of  Age, 
by  Marc  Heustis  and  Wendy  Dallas;  Living  With 
AIDS  by  Tina  DiFeliciantonio;  October  II,  1987: 
The  Inaugural  Display  of  the  NAMES  Project 
Quilt  by  David  Thompson;  ADS  Epidemic  by  John 
Greyson;  Til  Death  Do  Us  Part  by  Ginny  Durrin. 
At  the  Brattle  Theatre,  Camb.,  Mass.  June  19.  Ipm. 

Reviewed  by  Christopher  Wittke 

Nothing  offers  exposure  to  the  human 
side  of  tragedy  quite  like  a  documen¬ 
tary  film.  How  many  of  us  felt  per¬ 
sonally  close  to  the  subject  matter  of  Robert 
Epstein’s  The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk,  as  if 
we  had  lost  a  close  friend,  not  just  an  impor¬ 
tant  politician? 

The  AIDS  Film  Project's  greatest  success 
is  in  showing  us  AIDS  from  the  inside,  not 
some  voyeuristic  Mondo  Epidemico.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  almost  obligatory  feelings  of 
sadness  tinged  with  hope  that  any  attempt  to 
deal  with  the  AIDS  epidemic  brings  to 
viewers  or  readers,  the  Project  also  ham¬ 
mers  home  one  very  important  fact:  AIDS 
can  hit  anyone  at  any  time  and  it’s  impor¬ 
tant  to  try  to  do  something,  anything  to 
help. 

The  Inaugural  Display  of  The  NAMES 
Project  Quilt  is  a  long  self-explanatory  title 
.  for  a  short  film  by  pro- 
"Mt  ducer/director  David 
tffl  Thompson.  He  let  the 
cameras  roll  on  the  Mall  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  the  morning  of  October 
11,  1987  as  the  AIDS  Quilt  was  unfolded 
and  later  as  the  crowds  of  all  ages,  colors 
and  physical  abilities  moved  among  its 
multi-colored  panels.  The  only  narration  is 
supplied  by  the  NAMES  Project  par¬ 
ticipants  (Cleve  Jones,  Ginny  Apuzzo, 
Harvey  Fierstein,  et  at.)  who  read  off  the  list 
of  names  of  those  memorialized  in  the  Quilt. 
Although  this  film  works  well  as  a  memorial 
to  those  who  have  fallen,  it  is  even  more  suc¬ 
cessful  at  helping  us  vividly  recall  seeing  the 
Quilt  for  the  first  time.  For  those  who  did 
not  attend  the  March  on  Washington  that 
day,  perhaps  it  helps  explain  the  impetus  for 
the  various  ACT  UPs  and  other  grassroots 
AIDS  organizations  that  have  sprung  up  na¬ 
tionally. 

Living  With  AIDS,  another  short  film, 
tells  the  story  of  Todd  Coleman.  Todd  mov¬ 
ed  to  San  Francisco  from  the  Midwest  when 
he  was  16,  was  diagnosed  as  having  AIDS 
when  he  was  21,  and  was  dead  a  year  later. 
Shots  of  Todd  being  examined  by  doctors 
are  intercut  with  clips  and  interviews  of  the 
various  people  who  came  to  be  his 
caregivers.  Bob  Runyon  met  Todd  six  mon¬ 
ths  after  his  diagnosis  and  the  two  became 
lovers.  They  apparently  chose  a  non-sexual 
path  for  their  relationship  and  Runyon  ex¬ 
plains  to  the  camera  that  this  was  very 
disturbing  to  Todd;  nonetheless  Bob  and 
Todd  found  other  ways  to  express  their  in¬ 
tense  love  for  one  another. 

Along  the  way  we  meet  Paul,  Todd’s 
’’buddy”;  Randy,  a  masseur  provided  by  the 
Shanti  Project,  one  of  the  oldest  AIDS  ser¬ 
vice  organizations  in  the  country;  and  others 
who  came  to  this  man’s  subsidized  apart¬ 
ment  to  help  him  in  his  struggle.  During  a 
lengthy  shot  of  Randy  massaging  a  very 
frail-looking  Todd,  we  hear  Randy’s  voice 
saying  ‘‘As  they  get  more  and  more  ill,  peo¬ 
ple  around  them  stop  touching  them,  and 
it’s  important  to  do  that  everyday.”  The  in¬ 
terviews  continue  and  Bob  tells  us  that  Todd 
died  before  the  two  got  a  chance  to  take 
their  long-planned  vacation  in  the  moun¬ 
tains.  ‘‘It’s  hard  to  say  how  the  death  affects 
me,”  a  service  provider  tells  us,  “because 


people  are  dying  so  fast....”  The  final  im¬ 
ages  are  of  a  candle-lit  AIDS  walk  with 
Todd’s  voice  overdubbed:  “Let  me  tell  you, 
I  wouldn’t  wish  this  on  any  other  22-year- 
olds,  I  really  wouldn’t. ..but  I’ve  been  very 
fortunate.”  Producer/director/editor  Tina 
DeFeliciantonio  has  created  the  most  mov¬ 
ing  film  of  the  Project  (even  if  narrator  Sally 
Gearhart  does  use  that  non  sequitur  “the 
AIDS  virus”)  and  has  created  the  most  mov¬ 
ing  film  in  the  Project. 

The  ADS  Epidemic  is  a  welcome  bit  of 
comic  relief  in  The  AIDS  Film  Project.  It’s  a 
short,  safe-sex  positive  rock  video  by  John 
Greyson  that  reminds  us  to  ignore  those  who 
would  turn  AIDS  into  a  metaphor  (“This  is 
not  A  Death  in  Venice”).  Greyson  also  cau¬ 
tions  against  Acquired  Dread  of  Sex,  the 
“ADS”  epidemic. 

Chuck  Solomon:  Coming  of  Age, 
directed  by  Marc  Heustis  and  produced  by 
Wendy  Dallas  is  a  true  testimonial  to  the  late 
director  of  California’s  seminal  Theatre 
Rhinocerous.  With  technical  advice  from 
Robert  Epstein,  it’s  no  surprise  that  Coming 
of  Age  resembles  The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk 
with  its  interviews  of  those  who  had  been 
touched  by  Chuck  Solomon.  The  occasion 
documented  in  the  film  is  a  fortieth  birthday 
party  for  PWA  Solomon,  where  hordes  of 
his  friends  and  associates  gather  to  pay 
tribute  to  him.  It’s  great  to  see  a  party  rather 
than  a  post-mortem  memorial  service  he 
wouldn’t  be  around  to  enjoy. 

Adele  Prandini,  probably-dyke  assistant 
director  for  Theatre  Rhinocerous,  got  to  me 
the  most  as  she  told  the  story  of  being  the 
first  person  Chuck  told  of  his  diagnosis.  As 
she  starts  to  cry,  she  mutters  “Shit,  why  did 
I  have  to  get  this  question?”  An  earlier  shot 
of  Prandini  made  me  love  her  instantly:  “I 
love  you  Chuck,  I  really  love  you... when 
can  we  set  the  date?” 

Interspersed  throughout  the  film  are  long 
interviews  with  Solomon  talking  about  his 
life  and  loves,  his  triumphs  and  heartbreaks. 
He  tells  of  going  to  New  York  to  help  his 
mother  settle  the  affairs  of  his  brother  who 
had  died  of  AIDS-related  complications. 
While  Solomon  was  in  New  York  his  lover 
Scott  called  from  California  to  say  that  he 
had  been  admitted  to  the  hospital  and  had 
been  diagnosed  with  AIDS.  “He  was  the 
light  of  my  life,”  says  Solomon.  Such  is  the 
surreal  spiral  that  this  epidemic  has  created. 
“Well,  of  course  you  go  on  living,  what  else 
are  you  supposed  to  do?  I  was 
catatonic. ..but....”  Solomon  tells  the 
camera. 

The  birthday  party  is  a  joyous  celebration 
of  Chuck’s  life  with  celebrity  appearances 
by  the  likes  of  the  San  Francisco  Mime 
Troupe,  the  hilarious  stand-up  comic  Tom 
Amianno,  (the  giddy,  femme,  then-school 
teacher  in  The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk),  and 
the  exotic  drag  queen  Doris  Fish  who  tells 
Chuck  from  the  stage  “You’ve  been  very  in¬ 
spiring  to  us  all  with  your  commitment  to 
living  and  to  chain  smoking.”  Solomon, 
who  died  after  completion  of  this  film  and 
whose  death  is  not  mentioned  within  it, 
sums  up  his  feelings  at  the  emotional  climax 
of  the  party:  “To  know  that  this  many  peo¬ 
ple  love  me  makes  me  feel  like  Sally  Field.” 

Ginny  Durrin’s  film  Til  Death  Do  Us  Part 
was  unavailable  for  preview. 

The  AIDS  Film  Project  is  an  invaluable 
human  look  at  an  epidemic  generally 
reported  statistically.  It  is  probably  rare  that 
the  average  PWA  feels  the  oceans  of  love 
and  support  experienced  by  Chuck 
Solomon,  or  feels  even  the  singular  devotion 
that  Bob  Runyon  expresses  for  Todd  Col¬ 
eman,  but  The  AIDS  Film  Project 
challenges  its  viewers  to  offer  just  that.  □ 


PAGE  12  DJUNE  12-18,  1988  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 


♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 


♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 


♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 


♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 


Men  of  All  Colors  Together 
Boston  hosts 

N.A.B.W.M.T.  Convention 
1988 

LOOKING  IN  AND  REACHING  OUT 


MEN 

OF 

ALL 

COLORS 

TOGETHER 

BOSTON 


INVITES  YOU  TO  ATTEND 
THE  8th  ANNUAL  CONVEN¬ 
TION  OF  THE  NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION  OF  BLACK 
AND  WHITE  MEN 
TOGETHER  IN  BOSTON  JULY 
4-9,  1988  AT  THE  PARK 
PLAZA  HOTEL 


REGISTRATION  FOR  NON  MEMBERS:  $80.00 
ROOMS:  $85.00  PLUS  TAX  FOR  ONE  PERSON 
$23.00  EACH  FOR  FOUR  IN  A  ROOM 

INCLUDES  GRAND  OPENING  FANUEIL  HALL 
WORKSHOPS,  NATIONALLY  KNOWN  SPEAKERS 
HARBOR  CRUISE  AND  DANCE 
MEMORIAL  JAZZ  CONCERT 
FREDEREIKA  KING  CONCERT  PIANIST 
CRAIG  EDWARDS  IN  ‘DREAM  STREET” 
UNITED  FRUIT  COMPANY 
LUNCHEON,  BANQUET,  COSTUME  BALL 


SEND  YOUR  CHECK  TO: 

M.A.C.T. -BOSTON 
CONVENTION  ’88 
P.O.  BOX  3119 
WESTPORT,  MA  02790 
BEFROREJUNE  25TH  OR  REGISTER  AT  HOTEL 

Please  Come  to  Boston 


\ 


LOREX- 

ceptional 

TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Hawaii . 784 

Puerto  La  Cruz . 499 

Bonaire  . 449 

Antigua . 549 

Puerto  Vallarta  . 539 

Puerto  Rico . 549 

Ixtapa . 499 

Rio  De  Janeiro . 499 

Margarita  Island . 529 

Puerto  Plata . 589 

Mazatlan . 499 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


Laurie  A.  Livingston, 
Ed.D. 
Licensed 
Psychologist 


Specializing  in: 
agoraphobia  •  panic 
disorder  •  simple 
fears  and  phobias  • 
depression  •  stress 
disorders  •  social 
anxiety  • 

Telephone: 

(617)  262-5223 

Agoraphobia  Treatment  and 
Research  Center  of  New  England 
264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


i^PESIST 

We’ve  been  funding  peace  and  social 
justice  for  20  years;  some  recent  grants 
to  gay/lesbian  organizations  include: 

Boston  Committee  for  Gay  &  Lesbian  March  on 
Washington  (MA),  GLAD  (Boston,  MA),  GCN 
(Boston,  MA),  Inside  Out  (LA,  CA),  Lesbian  Com¬ 
munity  Project  (Portland,  OR),  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Black  &  White  Men  Together  (Milwaukee, 
WI),  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  &  Gays 
(Washington,  DC),  The  Triangle  Project  (LA,  CA). 

□  Here’s  my  donation. 

□  Please  send  me  more  information. 

□  Please  send  me  your  grant  guidelines. 

Name _ 

Address  _ 

City/State/Zip  _ 

For  information,  grant  guidelines  or  to  make  a 
donation,  write  to:  Resist,  One  Summer  St.,  Somer¬ 
ville,  MA  02143  617-623-5110 

ILLEGITIMATE  AUTHORITY 

fwnaUn^  ctumgt  fr>iee  I*)b7 


June  Festival 


SUNDAY  IUNE  19 


7mile 


4  ""HI  T 

at  DeCordova  Museum  Amphitheatre  Jcamt^dge 

starring 

HOLLY  NEAR 
THE  ROCHES 

if  TOM  PAXTON  * 
★  guy  CLARK  if 

★  LEON  REDBONE  ★ 

-  ★ 


12  Noon  &  6  PM  iw.»s 

TREAT  YOURSELF  AND  A  FRIEND! 


For  ticket'  and  m/trmuifton 


folk  7r»*  Ttekot  Out /•<*  G«'Me«  P*ftorm*nc«  Onler  Bo«  Office  • 
Bostu  at  Fanned  Han  Boston  •  Out  of  Town  Tickets.  Harvard 
Square  •  Carnonqge  Natural  Foods  •  Arborway  Video.  Jamaica 
Plain  •  Alt  TiCketron  outlets  •  Teietron  by  calling  I  BOO  362 BOBO  • 


AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEV1CH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 


CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 


Dykes  to  watch  out  for 


f EM  CRY  TUESpAV 

NIGHT  /yr-m£ 


T  01-00  bad  "ruespAy; 

are  -the  Committee 


OH.  OF  COURSE,  nod Siuy 
or  ME  To  T PIN*  PlaMuJWG 
A  AA6>y  COULD  TAkf 
priority  oue*.  plann/wc 

A  Pot  10-  hAV 


rodi,  be  Reajonanx.'  fvc 

4l*EADy  COHMtmp  AVSEJ-F 
TO-nttsk  yvgp  i  po  want  us td 
HAVE  A  BY,  BUi  ’l  CAdT  STM 
THIS  CoJSTAMtVREJSUAE 


Safer  Sex 

and  Drug  Use 
Guidelines 

Assessing  individual  risk  for  AIDS  and 

other  illnesses  is  the  first  step  towards  using 
safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines.  Only  you 
and  your  partners)  can  decide  how  much  risk 
is  acceptable  —  take  stock  of  your  sexual  and 
drug  use  histories. 

Be  aware  that  the  highest  concentrations  of 
HIV  (the  virus  widely  thought  to  cause  AIDS) 
are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  The  most 
common  routes  of  HIV  transmission  are 
through  sharing  needles  and  unprotected  anal 
or  vaginal  intercourse. 

GCN’s  guidelines  come  from  a  wide  variety 
of  sources  aimed  at  various  communities 
concerned  about  the  AIDS  epidemic  and 
health  in  general.  We  want  to  confront  the 
prevailing  ‘‘no  sex  is  best”  attitude  and 
present  an  approach  that  is  as  sex-positive  as 
possible. 

Information  for  gay  male,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  communities 
Safer  sex  can  include:  massage,  hugging, 
kissing,  erotic  talk,  phone  sex,  masturbation 
(solo,  pairs  and  groups),  using  your  own 
vibrators,  dildos  or  other  sex  toys  and  s/m, 
butch/fem  role-playing,  fantasy  scenes, 
bondage  and  other  activities  that  do  not 
involve  the  exchange  of  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood). 

Do  not  allow  a  partner’s  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn 
from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  to  enter 
your  vagina,  anus,  mouth  or  breaks  in  your 
skin. 

Use  condoms  for  fucking  (anal  and  vaginal 
intercourse),  for  licking/sucking  penises  and 
for  covering  dildos  and  other  sex  toys.  Use 
water-based  lubricants.  Use  latex  barriers 
(dental  dams  or  other  plastic/latex  materials) 
between  the  genital  area  and  mouth  when 
licking/sucking  cunts  and  assholes.  Be 
especially  careful  to  avoid  the  exchange  of 
menstrual  blood.  Using  nonoxynol-9  or  other 
spermicides  with  condoms  and  latex  barriers 
may  add  extra  protection. 

For  finger-fucking  or  fisting  (anal  or  vaginal 


penetration  with  fingers  or  hands),  use  latex 
gloves  or  finger  cots.  Use  water-based 
lubricants. 

Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at 
risk.  Be  sure  to  discuss  risk  for  AIDS  with 
potential  donors  or  sperm  bank. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  (such  as  mono 
and  amoebiasis)  may  be  associated  with 
rimming  (anal-oral  contact)  —  use  a  latex 
barrier.  Risk  may  also  be  associated  with 
watersports  (urine)  or  feces  in  the  mouth, 
rectum  or  in  open  cuts.  If  you  share  dildos, 
vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  condoms  or 
clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide. 

Your  body’s  ability  to  fight  all  disease, 
including  AIDS  and  its  related  illnesses  (such 
as  Kaposi’s  Sarcoma  and  pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia),  may  be  benefitted  by  general 
good  health  —  good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest, 
exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol,  poppers 
and  other  drugs. 

If  you  use  IV  drugs,  follow  the  guidelines 
below. 

Intravenous  drug  use 

Do  not  share  works  (needles,  syringes, 
droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers). 

Do  not  re-use  needles;  use  fresh  cottons  each 
time. 

If  you  must  share  or  re-use  your  works, 
clean  them  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works 
into  100  percent  bleach,  draw  up  and  release 
three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  water, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times  (in  an 
emergency,  rubbing  alcohol,  vodka  or  wine 
can  also  be  used).  As  an  alternative,  boil 
works  in  water  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes. 

Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your 
works. 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  I  (800)  342-75 1 4 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC),  Boston:  (617)  437-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce. 
Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men  s  Health  Crisis  (GMHC).  New  York:  (212) 
807-6655 

National  Minonty  AIDS  Council  (NMAC),  Washington. 
D.C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network,  San  Francisco:  (415)  864  4376 
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The  Clause 

Continued  from  page  I 

ing  which  states  that  the  Clause  “does  not 
affect  the  activities  of  school  governors 
(principals)  nor  of  teachers.”  Neither  does 
the  new  law  “prevent  objective  discussion 
of  homosexuality  in  the  classroom  nor 
counseling  of  pupils  concerned  about  their 
sexuality.”  The  Department  of  Education 
and  Science  concurs.) 

Despite  this  hopeful  sign,  others  are  not 
as  sanguine  as  Robertson.  Barrister 
Madeline  Colzin  of  the  National  Council  for 
Civil  Liberties  (the  British  equivalent  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union)  informed 
the  ICA  audience  that  the  government  of 
Prime  Minister  Margaret  Thatcher 
deliberately  chose  to  omit  from  the  language 
of  the  Clause  any  attempt  to  define 
what  might  constitute  “promotion  of 
homosexuality.” 

As  a  result,  Colzin  warned,  judges  given 
the  task  of  interpreting  the  Clause  —  and 
conservatives  capitalizing  on  the  Clause  — 
would  be  inclined  to  construe  the  term 
broadly,  so  that  the  mere  mention  of 
homosexuality  in  a  project  might  be  con¬ 
sidered  to  constitute  promotion. 

Already  a  number  of  cases  are  surfacing 
which  give  credence  to  Colzin’s  warning. 
Lesbian  Employment  Rights,  a  British 
group,  reports  that  a  lesbian  who  was  a  tem¬ 
porary  lecturer  in  a  London  college  of  adult 
education  has  been  barred  from  further 
work ,  after  one  of  her  40  students  complain¬ 
ed  to  the  college  that  the  lecturer  had 
discussed  Clause  28  and  mentioned  her  own 
homosexuality  as  part  of  one  class. 

The  Pink  Paper,  Britain’s  national  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  paper,  reports  two  troubling 
incidents.  In  the  first,  in  Scotland,  the 
regional  Council  of  Strathclyde  wrote  to  all 
Colleges  of  Further  Education  in  the  region, 
advising  them  to  withhold  grants  to  student 
associations  unless  they  agree  to  cease  all  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  related  activity.  As  authority 
supporting  this  advice,  the  letter  quoted  a 
section  of  Clause  28  which  had  been  deleted 
in  the  House  of  Lords. 

In  the  second  incident,  an  educational 
authority  in  East  Sussex  has  attempted  to 
ban  a  directory  of  volunteering  oppor¬ 
tunities  produced  by  the  National  Youth 
Bureau  with  government  funds,  on  the 
ground  that  one  of  the  100  organizations 
listed  in  the  directory  asked  for  lesbian  and 
gay  volunteers  over  14,  “with  a  positive  view 
toward  their  sexuality.” 

Even  apart  from  the  media  impact,  the 
broader  significance  of  the  Clause  is  disturb¬ 
ing.  As  Colzin  pointed  out,  the  Clause 


Here  is  The  Six  O'clock  News . . 


Britain's  Daily  Mirror  headline,  May  24,  1988 


marks  the  first  time  that  British  law  official¬ 
ly  sanctions  a  form  of  discrimination. 

Socialist  Jeffrey  Weeks  told  the  ICA  au¬ 
dience  that  to  his  mind  the  key  phrase  was 
the  one  calling  homosexuality  a  “pretended 
family  relationship.”  That  phrase,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Weeks,  signals  the  essential  role  of 
the  Clause  in  the  Thatcher  government’s 
“wider  moral  agenda.”  “They’re  not 
against  individual  gay  people,”  Weeks  said. 
“They  don’t  care  what  goes  on  in  people’s 
homes.”  What  the  right  wing,  in  both  Bri¬ 
tain  and  the  United  States,  fears  is  the 
presentation  of  lesbian  and  gay  relation¬ 
ships  as  an  alternative  to  the  traditional 
nuclear  family,  Weeks  thinks. 

Ironically,  Weeks  and  others  have 
pointed  out,  the  passage  of  the  Clause  has 
strengthened  lesbian  and  gay  identity  in  Bri¬ 
tain,  drawing  the  community  closer 
together. 

It  has  also  inspired  international  protest. 
According  to  Maureen  Oliver  of  the 
Organisation  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Action 
(OLGA),  30  Italian  senators  from  “across 
all  parties”  have  written  to  Thatcher  de¬ 
nouncing  the  Clause. 

And  in  Antwerp,  Belgium,  ten  men  and 
one  woman  demonstrated  outside  their  local 
branch  of  the  British  department  store 
Marks  and  Spenser  wearing  Margaret  That¬ 
cher  masks. 


“Europe  especially  supports”  protests 
against  the  Clause,  Oliver  told  the  ICA  au¬ 
dience,  because  lesbians  and  gay  men  realize 
that  “if  it  (the  Clause)  can  happen  here,  it 
can  happen  elsewhere.” 

Oliver  called  the  international  lobby 
against  the  Clause  one  of  the  “heartening 
things  to  come  out  of  all  this.”  Lesbians  and 
gay  men  in  other  countries,”  she  pointed 
out  to  chuckles,  “are  not  only  our  brothers 
and  sisters  in  struggle  and  not  only  our 
friends  —  they’re  also  our  potential  lovers.” 
Oliver  and  others  are  forming  a  new  interna¬ 
tional  organization  to  fight  the  Clause. 
(Details  in  a  future  issue  of  GCN.) 

Where  does  the  battle  against  the  Clause 
go  from  here?  Colzin  recommends  two  ap¬ 
proaches:  educating  the  public  about 
homosexuality  and  about  the  lives  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  to  “counter  the  fear  and 
ignorance”  which  spawn  expressions  of 
homophobia  like  the  Clause;  and  “monitor¬ 
ing”  of  both  discriminatory  actions  which 
result  from  the  Clause  and  courageous  op¬ 
position  to  it  by  local  organizations  and 
authorities. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  here  are  also  begin¬ 
ning  to  debate  a  broader  issue:  should  the 
community,  rather  than  merely  defending 
itself  from  attacks  from  the  right,  be  taking 
more  positive  steps  —  should  it,  in  effect,  be 
“promoting  homosexuality?” 

Whatever  happens  from  here,  one  thing  is 
certain.  As  the  crowd  standing  in  the  rain 
outside  Parliament  roared  at  midnight  on 
May  24:  “we’re  out,  we’re  angry,  and  we 
ain’t  going  back!”  □ 

AP 

Continued  from  page  3 

have  not  included  control  groups. 

Until  the  aerosolized  form  of  pen- 
tamadine  has  been  “proven”  effective  by 
FDA  standards,  which  usually  takes  at  least 
two  years,  the  treatment  will  remain 
classified  as  “experimental”  by  the  FDA. 
And  until  AP  is  licensed  as  an  approved 
treatment,  health  plans  and  insurance  car¬ 
riers  are  not  obligated  to  cover  the  costs  of 
the  drug,  putting  it  out  of  the  reach  of  many 
people  who  could  benefit  from  it. 

But  AP  is  unlike  some  other  promising 
AIDS  treatments  that  are  bottled  up  in  FDA 
licensing  procedures  and  are  virtually 
unavailable  in  this  country:  since  pen- 
tamadine  itself  is  licensed  and  has  been  used 
as  an  injection  for  years,  it  can  be  prescribed 
by  a  physician.  Clinics  and  private  practi¬ 
tioners  who  have  the  equipment  necessary  to 
aerosolize  the  drug  can  and  have  provided 
AP  treatment  for  PWAs.  But  until  recently 
these  health  care  providers  have  been  few 
and  far  between  —  mostly  in  New  York  and 
San  Francisco.  John  James,  editor  of  Treat¬ 
ment  News  in  San  Francisco,  said  the  main 
problem  for  people  in  that  city  is  not  getting 
access  to  the  drug,  but  “getting  people  to 
pay  for  it.” 

PWA  pressure  and  the  need  for  preventative 
treatment 

Sonnabend  credits  PWAs  themselves  with 
pushing  the  medical  profession  to  make  AP 
available.  He  and  many  PWAs  are  critical  of 
the  “AIDS  leadership”  in  the  medical  pro¬ 
fession  which  has  been  reluctant  to  advocate 
use  of  AP  “until  the  data  is  in”  —  meaning 
until  the  FDA  approves  AP.  Sonnabend 
sees  the  problem  of  access  to  AP  as  part  of 
the  leadership’s  failure  to  “help  people  live 
longer.” 

“This  is  1988,”  said  Sonnabend,  “and 
PWAs  have  been  denied  prophylaxis  and 
other  agents  which  could  potentially  pro¬ 
long  life....  Pneumocystis  prevention 
preceded  AIDS.”  Sonnabend  explained 
that  other  people  with  suppressed  immune 
systems  —  like  people  with  cancer  who  have 
undergone  chemotherapy,  or  those  who 
have  had  organ  transplants  —  are  at  high 
risk  for  PCP  and  have  routinely  been  given 
preventative  care.  But,  Sonnabend  said, 
“There’s  been  a  reluctance  [by  doctors]  to 
give  people  with  AIDS  the  same  kind  of 
preventative  treatment  they  would  give  a 
leukemic  child.”  Sonnabend  is  emphatic  in 
his  claim  that  until  PWAs  demanded  it, 
“PCP  prevention  was  a  totally  unfamiliar 
concept”  to  leaders  in  the  field  of  AIDS, 
who  he  said  are  more  interested  in  finding  a 
“high-tech  magic  bullet”  to  “cure”  AIDS. 

Callen  agrees,  stating,  “The  problem  is, 
people  want  the  Nobel  Prize  instead  of  say¬ 
ing,  ‘What’s  the  number  one  killer  of  PWAs 
and  what  can  we  do  about  it?’...  I  have  been 
on  PCP  prophylaxis  since  day  one  of  my 
diagnosis,  which  was  in  the  summer  of  1982, 
and  that  has  no  doubt  contributed  to  my 
survival.” 


Callen,  who  speaks  to  many  groups  of 
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PWAs  and  at  AIDS  meetings  around  the 
country,  expressed  frustration  at  the  lack  of 
information  many  PWAs  have  about 
prevention  of  PCP.  “I  spoke  in  Atlanta 
recently,  and  they  had  never  heard  of 
[AP]....  I  was  shocked  when  I  read  in  Peo¬ 
ple  magazine  that  Ryan  White  [a  teenager 
with  AIDS  whose  battle  to  attend  school  in 
Illinois  gained  national  attention]  had  his 
third  bout  of  PCP.  1  called  up  his  grand¬ 
mother  who  told  me  he  wasn’t  on  any  pro¬ 
phylaxis.” 

AP  in  Boston  —  a  tale  of  frustration 

AP  has  been  extremely  slow  to  come  to 
Boston.  The  local  chapter  of  the  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivist  group  ACT  UP  staged  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  at  Massachusettes  General  Hospital 
(MGH)  this  spring  to  protest  the 
unavailability  of  AP  and  the  long  delays  in 
implementing  proposed  studies  of  the  treat¬ 
ment. 

Since  that  time,  two  clinical  trials  using 
AP  have  begun.  A  controlled  study  of  the 
prophylactic  use  of  AP  in  people  who  have 
had  one  case  of  PCP  is  underway  at  MGH, 
the  New  England  Deaconess  Hospital,  and 
Beth  Israel  Hospital.  According  to  Teri 
Flynn,  an  AIDS  nurse  clinician  at  MGH, 
each  of  the  hospitals  expects  to  enroll  ap¬ 
proximately  15  people  in  the  trial.  Each  sub¬ 
ject  will  receive  bi-weekly  treatments  for  at 
least  six  months  and  both  men  and  women 
will  be  enrolled. 

Another  study  has  recently  begun  on  the 
use  of  AP  in  people  who  have  had  two  or 
more  cases  of  PCP.  The  study,  administered 
by  New  England  Health  Resources,  and 
cosponsored  by  MGH  and  the  New  England 
Medical  Center,  will  accept  up  to  100  men 
and  women.  Ruth  Fisk,  interim  general 
manager  of  NEHR,  said  that  to  enroll  in  the 
program,  patients  must  be  referred  by  their 
primary  physician.  The  study  will  examine 
AP  in  doses  of  60  and  120  milligrams,  ad¬ 
ministered  bi-weekly  over  a  period  of  one 
Continued  on  page  1 6 


(BOSTON’S  BEST  MUSICAU 


“INTOXI¬ 

CATING!” 

-Arthur  Friedman, 
Boston  Herald 

“HILARIOUS!” 

—John  Engstrom, 
Boston  Globe 


“PUNCH, 

PIZZAZZ, 

SMASHING 

MATERIAL!” 

—Joyce  Kulhawik, 


“PERFECTLY  AIMED  SENSE 
OF  PARODY...A  RUTHLESS 


- alllHllll. _ _ 

Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Interfaith 
Coalition 

10  th 

Anniversary 

PRIDE  DAY  SERVICE 

Saturday  June  11th  -  10am 

ARLINGTON  STREET 
CHURCH 

Arlington  and  Boylston  Streets 
in  Boston 

DAN  DALEY 

former  director.  Project  Bread 
(WALK  FOR  HUNGER) 

Speaker 

Please  bring  your  friends!  ASL-interpreted 
Childcare  provided.  All  are  Welcome! 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 

Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


»#/ 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Bewster 
Office  Par* 

E  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


Settling  Down 

doesn’t  have  to  mean  letting 
yourself  go. .  .spending  every 
moment  with  your  partner. . . 
giving  up  your  space,  inde¬ 
pendence,  identity... and  all 
of  your  friends. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 
J  &  S  Automotive 
BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up, 
the  mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  some¬ 
times  its  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S 
has  been  Boston's  hippest  garage  for  years 
and  years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it’s 
also  been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn’t 
know  how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the 
years  they  kept  learning  new  makes  and' 
new  techniques,  and  now  can  repair  about 
anything.  Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics 
of  dependability.  But  they're  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on  the  an¬ 
tique  vehicles  for  the  movie  "The  Brinks 
Job." 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  "Best  of 
Boston,"  Fall  1980. 
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Cleve  Jones 

Continued  from  centerspread 

June  there  were  about  six  of  us  and  we  had 
40  panels  —  that’s  all.  I  know  it  was  exactly 
40  because  the  night  before  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Day  we  stayed  up  all  night  and  sewed  the 
first  12  by  12  squares  of  the  Quilt  together, 
to  be  hung  from  the  Mayor’s  balcony  at  City 
Hall.  We  had  just  enough  volunteers  to  put 
those  up  and  also  to  staff  a  small  booth.  I 
was  invited  to  speak  at  the  celebration  site, 
so  I  was  able  to  talk  about  the  Project  there. 
But  when  we  opened  our  storefront  at  the 
corner  of  Castro  and  Market  Streets,  we  still 
had  fewer  than  a  hundred  panels.  By  Septem¬ 
ber  1  we  only  had  300,  but  by  October  1  we 
had  2300.  They  were  arriving  by  the 
truckload. 

John:  By  that  point  they  were  coming  from 
all  over  the  country? 

Cleve:  And  they  were  coming  from  other  na¬ 
tions.  There  was  one  day  in  which  240  panels 
arrived  from  the  city  of  Houston  alone. 
John:  Wow! 

Cleve:  Small  towns,  rural  areas.  The  early 
panels  were  made  almost  entirely  by  gay 
men,  for  gay  men.  More  and  more  of  the 
panels  that  came  in  later  are  made  by 
mothers  and  fathers,  brothers  and  sisters,  as 
well  as  lovers,  husbands,  wives  —  much 
more  fully  representative  of  the  diverse 
nature  of  the  people  who  were  affected  by 
the  disease.  So  we  were  able  to  sew  together 
1,920  to  be  shown  at  .the  inaugural  display 
at  the  March  on  Washington  on  October  1 1 , 
1987. 

John:  Were  there  any  policies  governing  sub¬ 
missions?  I  notice  that  some  people  had 
more  than  one  panel  made  for  them,  pre¬ 
sumably  by  different  people. 

Cleve:  We  have  no  restrictions  whatsoever 
on  participation  in  the  Quilt.  What  we  want 
is  the  personal  connection.  The  Quilt  is  not  a 
set  of  statistics  —  there  are  already  many 
statistics  and  we’re  not  interested  in  that. 
What  we’re  interested  in  is  the  personal  ex¬ 
pression  of  loss  and  remembrance,  so  we  ac- 
tully  encourage  duplication. 

Many  of  us  have  lived  in  many  different 
places  during  the  course  of  our  lives,  and 
when  people  die  they  often  leave  many  dif¬ 
ferent  sets  of  families.  One  common  thing  is 
that  one  panel  will  be  made  by  a  person’s 
gay  family,  and  maybe  a  month  or  two  later 
the  biological  family  will  also  decide  to 
make  a  panel.  In  many  happy  cases  we’re 
able  to  bring  the  gay  extended  family  and 
the  biological  family  together  to  create  the 
panels.  I  think  the  Quilt  has  become  a  very 
important  bridge,  both  symbolically  and  ac¬ 
tually,  between  the  many  diverse  people 
who  are  affected  by  this  epidemic. 

John:  Have  you  had  any  problems  from 
families  that  didn’t  want  their  names  listed? 
Cleve:  Oh  yeah,  we’ve  had  ongoing  pro¬ 
blems  with  people  who  feel  that  their 
privacy  has  been  invaded.  We’ve  found,  in 
almost  every  case,  that  as  long  as  we  do 
everything  possible  to  keep  communication 
open,  we’re  able  to  work  these  problems 
out.  We  have  not  yet  had  any  legal  actions 
for  example. 

John:  One  panel  that  stunned  me  was 
dedicated  to  Roy  Cohn  [the  legal  counsel  for 
Joe  McCarthy  during  the  witch  hunt  years; 
the  panel  contained  the  epitaph 
‘‘bully... coward... victim,”  with  a  pink 
triangle  superimposed  under  the  word 
“coward”]. 

Cleve:  It  has  been  very  controversial.  I’m 
glad  it’s  there  because,  first  of  all,  I’m  not 
afraid  of  controversy.  I  think  controversy  is 
often  a  good  thing.  I  think  that  what  that 
panel  says  is  that  this  was  not  a  good  man, 
but  it  was  a  gay  man  and  a  man  who  died  of 
AIDS.  He  may  have  been  a  bully,  he  may 
have  been  a  coward  and  he  may  have  made 
himself  a  victim  —  but  we  claim  him  and  we 
.include  him  in  the  fabric  of  this  epidemic. 
I’m  glad  it’s  there.  There  are  actually  two 
for  him:  There’s  another  that’s  done  on  a 
Communist  Chinese  flag,  a  different  twist 
of  commentary  on  Roy  Cohn  and  his  career. 
John:  So  the  tour  is  now  making  its  way 
across  the  country? 

Cleve:  Yes,  and  in  every  city  we  go  to,  the 
tour  crew  is  presented  with  dozens,  often 
hundreds,  of  new  individual  three  by  six 
foot  panels.  They  are  shipped  back  to  the 
San  Francisco  office  and  sewn  into 
sections.  Some  parts  of  the  country  are 
working  on  compiling  really  large  sections, 
such  as  New  York  City.  It’s  very  exciting, 
we’re  going  to  be  there  just  before  the  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Pride  celebration.  The  New  York 
sections  will  be  displayed  at  Pride,  weather 
permitting,  in  Central  Park,  to  be  turned 
over  to  us  to  be  added  to  the  national  Quilt. 

It’s  so  wonderful  to  see  the  Project  work¬ 
ing  at  so  many  different  levels  in  the  coun¬ 


try.  You  expect  to  see  it  in  gay  bookstores 
and  expect  to  hear  about  it  in  the  gay  press. 
But  you  don’t  expect  to  hear  about  it  in 
every  Neiman-Marcus  store  in  the  country, 
and  you  don’t  expect  to  see  big  publishing 
houses  like  Simon  and  Schuster  [publishers 
of  The  Quilt/Stories  of  The  NAMES  Pro¬ 
ject,  whose  profits  are  donated  to  the  Pro¬ 
ject]  involved  in  it.  It’s  a  major  corporate 
commitment  combined  with  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  grass-roots  collaborative  art  project. 

I  also  want  to  express  my  gratitude  and 
respect  for  the  people  who  are  working  on 
this  in  Boston.  The  material  that  we’ve  seen 
coming  out  of  the  Boston  NAMES  Project 
chapter  is  absolutely  first  rate,  and  it’s  clear 
to  us  that  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  in 
Boston  has  taken  the  Project  to  heart.  I  wish 
we  had  a  bigger  site! 

Space  for  display  of  the  Quilt  is  one  of  the 
problems  of  the  tour.  We  made  the  decision 
that  it  was  important  to  get  this  tour  on  the 


road  this  year,  even  though  we  knew  that  the 
prime  sites  in  every  city  would  probably 
already  be  booked.  We  just  felt,  given  the 
political  climate,  that  it  was  important  to  do 
it  now.  Boston  will  be  seeing  a  limited  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Quilt,  but  people  in  Boston  are 
fortunate  enough  to  live  so  close  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  that  they’re  going  to  be  able 
to  come  down  on  Columbus  Day  weekend 
and  help  us  unfold  the  Quilt. 

John:  That  will  be  all  the  Quilts? 

Cleve:  Yes.  Everything  that  is  being  created 
all  over  the  country  must  be  in  to  the  San 
Francisco  workshop  no  later  than  midnight, 
August  15.  If  the  Quilt  continues  to  grow  at 
its  current  rate,  we  will  have  enough  fabric 
to  cover  the  entire  Capitol  Mall,  from  the 
Washington  Monument  to  the  Capitol 
itself.  That  is  our  intention  on  October  8 
and  9. 

John:  What  are  your  plans  for  the  Quilt  after 
Washington? 

Cleve:  We’re  going  to  keep  touring  with  it 
for  at  least  one  more  year  because  there  are 
so  many  places  that  want  the  Quilt  and 
haven’t  had  a  chance  to  see  it  yet.  We’ve 
also  entered  into  negotiations  with  the 
World  Health  Organization  [WHO].  We’re 
looking  at  more  involvement  at  the  interna¬ 
tional  level  with  the  fight  against  AIDS. 
We’ve  found  that  there  are  a  lot  of  people  in 
many  other  countries  who  feel  that  the  Quilt 
—  despite  barriers  of  culture,  language  and 
politics  —  is  a  clear  symbol  that  can  trans¬ 
cend  a  lot  of  these  boundaries  and  provide  a 
positive  example  on  the  global  level.  We’ve 
been  having  some  really  exciting  conversa¬ 
tions  with  people  from  the  WHO,  and  I’m 
going  to  be  attending  the  international 
AIDS  conference  in  Stockholm  this  year.  I 
think  out  of  that  will  probably  come  some 
plans  for  international  displays  of  the  Quilt, 
probably  under  the  auspices  of  the  WHO. 
John:  Is  there  anything  else  you  want  to  add 
in  closing? 

Cleve:  Just  that  it’s  wonderful  to  know 
we’re  really  going  to  be  able  to  raise  money 
for  direct  services,  we  have  a  book  out  — 
we’re  a  huge  megamedia  success.  But  the 
heart  and  soul  of  the  Quilt  continues  to  be 
the  magical  experience  that  happens  when 
people  get  together  in  homes,  churches, 
synagogues  and  community  centers  all  over 
the  country,  and  they  pour  all  of  their  love 
and  memories  into  these  individual  works  of 
art.  1  really  can’t  express  the  gratitude  that  I 
have  for  these  people.  All  of  us  who  work 
here  at  the  headquarters  do  so,  I  think,  with 
a  constant  sense  of  privilege.  Being  given  the 
privilege  of  showing  the  Quilt  to  the  rest  of 
the  world  is  a  wonderful  thing,  a  beautiful 
thing  in  a  place  where  most  of  us  had 
given  up  on  ever  finding  any  beauty  or 
hope.  □ 
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Liaison 

Continued  from  page  3 

level,  around  any  group.  I  think  his  leader¬ 
ship  on  that  issue  has  filtered  down.  It  also 
speaks  to  the  good  job  that  [former  liaison] 
Ann  Maguire  did  before  me.  It’s  not  as 
though  I’m  stepping  into  any  kind  of  hotbed 
situation. 

GCN:  I  understand  that  Flynn  ran  into  some 
opposition  from  feminists  and  the  les- 
bian/gay  community  over  his  position 
against  abortion  rights.  How  have  you 
worked  with  him  on  this  issue? 

Sanders:  It  hasn’t  come  up  since  I’ve  had  the 
job.  I  would  prefer  not  to  comment. 

GCN:  Why  were  you  interested  in  the  liaison 
job  in  the  first  place? 

Sanders:  [Laughter.]  A  lot  of  my  good 
friends  asked  me  the  same  thing.  I’ve  been 
involved  in  grassroots  politics  for  years, 
both  gay  and  lesbian  and  neighborhood, 
and  this  is  one  position  that  I  saw  allowing 
me  to  continue  the  work  I  was  doing  on  a 
more  official  level.  And  I  hoped  it  was  a 
position  where  I  could  make  a  difference. 
GCN:  Do  people  call  you  up  directly  with 
problems?  If  so,  do  you  offer  help?  Refer 
them  elsewhere? 

Sanders:  A  lot  of  people  call  me.  Ranging 
from,  “Where’s  a  good  restaurant?”  to  “1 
got  beat  up  last  night.”  I  do  a  lot  of  referr¬ 
ing,  and  I  see  that  as  one  of  the  most 
valuable  aspects  of  this  job.  I  have  a  lot  of 
information  about  where  people  can  go. 
GCN:  Do  you  know  what’s  happening  with 
the  lesbian  and  gay  hotline?  Are  you  involv¬ 
ed  with  it?  [Boston’s  cc  nmunity  informa¬ 
tion  hotline  closed  when  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Counseling  Service  (GLCS)  folded.] 
Sanders:  I  was  very  involved  right  after 
GLCS  closed.  We  talked  to  a  lot  of  people 
about  trying  to  find  a  place.  It  sounds  like 
the  hotline  will  wind  up  happening  at  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center.  I  don’t 
think  that’s  official  yet.  [The  Fenway  con¬ 
firmed  that  negotiations  are  still  underway 
about  whether  the  hotline  will  be  reactivated 
at  the  health  center.] 

GCN:  Is  the  Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS 
still  intact? 

Sanders:  It  is. 

GCN:  Who  is  on  that  committee  and  what  is 
its  function? 

Sanders:  The  committee,  which  is  meeting 
on  a  regular  basis  again,  is  advisory  in 
nature.  It  serves  two  purposes:  if  a  situation 
comes  up  around  AIDS  where  there  needs  to 
be  input,  then  the  committee  serves  that 
function;  and  it  serves  as  a  networking 
group  because  there  are  people  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  from  all  different  backgrounds  and 
interests  —  medical  people,  people  from 
school  committees,  people  from  women’s 
organizations,  and  people  from  various 
organizations  concerned  with  AIDS. 

GCN:  Does  the  committee  make  specific 
proposals,  such  as  in  budget  or  policy? 
Sanders:  No,  but  they  did  once  before  I 
came.  They  were  involved  with  the  AIDS 
policy  for  Boston  Public  Schools. 

GCN:  So  if  the  committee  doesn’t  do  that 
kind  of  thing  anymore,  what  does  it  do? 
Sanders:  Well,  they  were  very  actively  in¬ 
volved,  for  example,  in  talking  about  the 
clean  needle  exchange  program.  They  were 
responsible  for  getting  people  from  the  com¬ 
munity  to  come  and  testify  at  City  Council 
hearings.  They  advise  the  mayor  on  other 
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matters  talk  about  what’s  going  on  in  terms 
of  innovative  therapies,  they  might  talk 
'  about  what  different  community  groups  are 
doing.  The  whole  saga  of  AIDS  is  changing 
so  quickly  now,  becoming  so  complex,  that  I 
think  a  group  like  the  Mayor’s  Committee 
on  AIDS  is  in  a  position  of  responding  to 
whatever  is  happening  right  now. 

GCN:  What  do  you  mean  that  AIDS  has 
become  so  complex  now,  compared  to  how 
it’s  been  throughout  the  epidemic? 

Sanders:  It’s  become  complex  because  all  of 
a  sudden  people  are  finding  out  what  a 
bunch  of  us  have  known  for  years  and 
years...  We’re  all  of  a  sudden  talking  about 
numbers  that  are  in  the  millions.  We’re  talk¬ 
ing  about  discrimination  issues,  the  need  for 
innovative  treatments.  [The  issues]  are  now 
being  talked  about  on  a  national  and  inter¬ 
national  level.  Unfortunately,  it  has  taken 
so  long  for  there  to  be  a  federal  response  to 
this.  Waiting  so  long  to  realize  the  implica¬ 
tions  of  the  epidemic  has  been  horrendous. 

1  get  a  lot  of  calls  from  people  who  don’t 
have  a  place  to  live,  or  know  they  won’t  two 
months  from  now. 

GCN:  What  sort  of  resources  do  you  offer 
them? 

Sanders:  It  depends  on  what  the  situation  is. 
I  refer  them  to  the  AAC  [Boston’s  AIDS 
Action  Committee],  or  if  it’s  a  discrimina¬ 
tion  issue,  to  the  Human  Rights  Commis¬ 
sion.  For  a  medical  emergency,  I  send  them 
to  the  Fenway.  If  it’s  a  housing  issue,  it’s 
real  difficult.  The  AAC  has  people  working 
on  housing,  but  the  numbers  of  people  who 
need  housing  and  the  availability  just 
doesn’t  add  up. 

GCN:  There’s  a  lot  of  concern  about  the  lack 
of  available  treatments  for  people  with 
AIDS  and  ARC.  I’m  wondering  if  Flynn,  or 
if  you  in  your  capacity  as  liaison,  has  any  in¬ 
put  into  trying  to  speed  up  research  or  to 
make  drug  treatments  available  for  PWAs 
and  PWARCs? 

Sanders:  I  would  like  to,  but  I  really  don’t 
have  any  direct  information  about  that.  I 
know  that  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center  has  received  a  grant  from  the  city  of 
Boston  that  [will  help  fund]  their  HIV  out¬ 
patient  clinic.  It’s  going  to  open  this  summer 
and  they’ll  be  able  to  dispense  aerosolized 


pentamadine  [see  story  this  issue].  So  to  the 
extent  that  the  city,  or  Flynn,  can  do 
something  about  it,  they’re  providing 
money  for  a  place  like  the  Fenway. 

GCN:  You  said  you  believe  Flynn  basically 
has  a  good  rapport  with  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  but  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis  is 
clearly  not  in  that  situation.  Working  in  city 
administration,  how  much  connection  you 
have  with  the  governor  or  his  presidential 
campaign,  and  do  you  publicly  make  critical 
statements  about  Dukakis’  policies? 
Sanders:  I  have  my  hands  full  just  taking 
care  of  issues  that  come  up  within  the  city  of 
Boston.  Naturally,  because  Dukakis  has 
become  such  a  prominent  figure,  what  hap¬ 
pens  in  this  presidential  election  is  going  to 
affect  all  of  us.  I’m  certainly  aware  of 
what’s  happening  with  the  governor. 

GCN:  But  what  if  something  happens  in  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  that  Dukakis  is 
involved  with?  Are  you  called  upon  to  be  a 
community  spokesperson?  Say,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  concerning  the  recent  Capitol  cops  spy 
scandal? 

Sanders:  I  take  a  stand  publicly  in  terms  of 
my  own  support  for  something,  like  say,  the 
gay  rights  bill.  And  I  support  everyone’s 
right  to  demonstrate.  But  in  terms  of  getting 
into  a  one-on-one  with  Michael  Dukakis, 
no,  I  don’t.  I’m  very  outspoken  about  what 
happens  in  my  community  —  for  example, 
I’m  very  outspoken  about  my  extreme  con¬ 
cern  about  allegations  that  the  Capitol 
Police  were  spying  on  us.  But  focusing  on 
Boston  is  more  than  a  full  time  job. 

GCN:  Have  you  been  involved  in  the  foster 
care  issue  in  terms  of  trying  to  push  for  a 
change  in  the  legislation? 

Sanders:  Since  I’ve  been  on  the  job,  that 
hasn’t  been  part  of  what  I’ve  dealt  with.  But 
I’ve  certainly  been  outraged  along  with 
everybody  else  —  outraged  at  what  seems  to 
be  out  and  out  discrimination. 

GCN:  Has  Flynn  come  out  in  support  of 
Dukakis’  presidential  campaign? 

Sanders:  That’s  a  difficult  question.  I  think 
you  will  find  Mayor  Flynn  supporting  Mike 
Dukakis  for  president  because  Dukakis  is 
going  to  win  the  nomination. 

GCN:  If  Dukakis  does  become  the  nominee, 
will  you  support  him? 

Sanders:  It  is  important  for  our  community 
to  see  Michael  Dukakis  be  president  rather 
than  George  Bush.  The  reality  of  that  is 
clear  to  me.  Four  more  years  of  trickle  down 
effect  from  the  Reagan  administration  is  not 
going  to  do  our  community  any  good  at  all. 
GCN:  Various  lesbian  and  gay  organizations 
in  town  have  been  criticized  for  insensitivity 
to  people  of  color.  Do  you  do  any  outreach 
to  lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  in  an  effort 
to  build  community  cohesiveness? 

Sanders:  Well,  I  do  outreach  to  all  groups. 
It’s  interesting  to  me  how  often  I  hear  the 
other  side  of  it  from  groups  and  organiza¬ 
tions.  For  example,  a  group,  very  aware  of 
the  fact  that  it  does  not  have  enough  people 
of  color  involved,  will  ask  me  for  sugges¬ 
tions  of  anybody  who  might  be  interested.  I 
take  those  concerns  and  I  talk  to  friends  of 
mine  who  are  people  of  color,  and  I  raise  the 
issue  among  groups  of  people  of  color.  I 
think  it’s  important  that  people  who  are 
criticizing  other  groups  know  that  it’s  not  as 
though  groups  are  not  aware  of  the  issue. 
GCN:  Do  you  see  the  gay  men’s  community 
as  having  an  awareness  of  feminism?  I’m 
wondering  if  you  have  a  sense  that  there’s 


unity  between  gay  men  and  lesbians  in 
Boston? 

Sanders:  In  my  own  experience,  I  do,  I  see 
that  a  lot.  I  know  gay  men  involved  in  many 
feminist  issues.  I  would  hope  what  I  see  is 
reflective  of  a  larger  picture. 

GCN:  Are  there  other  issues  in  Boston  right 
now  that  you  believe  are  especially  impor¬ 
tant  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community? 
Sanders:  I  think  the  whole  issue  of  violence 
is  certainly  an  issue  we  always  need  to  keep 
right  on  the  front  burner  —  it  goes  on  all  the 
time.  And  a  lot  of  work  still  needs  to  be  done 
in  terms  of  how  the  straight  media  reports 
our  issues.  I  would  like  to  think  that’s 
something  I  could  have  an  influence  on.  We 
really  need  to  work  so  the  media  works  for 
us,  not  against  us.  We’ve  made  great  strides, 
[but]  we  still  tend  to  get  bashed  often  in 
editorials  and  columns. 

GCN:  Let  me  ask  you  about  your 
background.  Where  are  you  from  original¬ 
ly? 

Sanders:  New  Mexico. 

GCN:  Any  desire  to  move  back  there? 
Sanders:  Only  in  the  winter  time. 
[Laughter.]  When  I’m  facing  the  cold  and 
the  snow  and  ice,  I  remember  the  nice  warm 
winters  of  southern  New  Mexico. 

GCN:  What  town  were  you  in? 

Sanders:  Las  Cruces.  I  grew  up  there,  then 
spent  about  two  and  a  half  years  in  Santa 
Fe. 

GCN:  Were  you  involved  in  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  there? 

Sanders:  I’m  one  of  those  people,  you  see, 
who  has  always  been  a  lesbian.  However, 
I’ve  not  been  that  out  about  it.  One  of  the 
things  I  found  difficult  about  living  in  New 
Mexico  was  that  it  was  difficult  to  be  open 
because  there  was  genuine  fear  of  losing 
your  job,  losing  your  housing.  It’s  one  of 
the  reasons  I  moved  to  Boston  —  to  be 
someplace  where  I  could  feel  safe  about  be¬ 
ing  out. 

GCN:  And  then  did  you  come  out  more 
publicly  when  you  arrived? 

Sanders:  Yeah,  I  did.  [Laughter.]  I  did.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  one  of  the  first  things  I  did 
when  I  came  to  Boston  was  work  for  GCN. 
That’s  a  good  way  to  come  out,  when  you’re 
so  publicly  identified  with  Gay  Community 
News. 

GCN:  Can  you  speak  about  the  differences 
you’ve  seen  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  communi¬ 
ty  from  that  time  [1974]  to  the  present? 
Sanders:  I  think  the  most  compelling  dif¬ 
ference  I  see  is  that  when  I  was  first  working 
for  GCN,  it  seemed  to  me  the  struggle  was  to 
be  given  some  kind  of  credibility,  both  as  in¬ 
dividuals  and  as  a  movement.  Now  I  think 
we’ve  established  credibility,  and  we  are  in  a 
position  to  effectively  address  some  specific 
issues.  Another  difference  I  see  is  just  that  a 
lot  more  people  are  out.  That’s  all  part  of 
the  same  picture.  As  more  people  come  out, 
we’ll  see  more  significant  strides  in  the 
things  we’re  working  on. 

GCN:  Any  other  comments? 

Sanders:  Right  now  my  job  is  so  with  me  — 
so  much  is  going  on.  It  would  be  interesting 
to  have  another  interview  in  September 
when  I’m  done  with  my  first  time  going 
through  Pride,  and  “From  All  Walks  of 
Life,”  and  the  NAMES  Project,  and  the 
major  lesbian  and  gay  health  conference 
coming  to  town  in  July...  It  will  be  in¬ 
teresting  to  reflect  on  this  very  busy  time.  □ 
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These  studies  will  attempt  to  determine 
the  optimum  dosage  and  treatment  schedule 
for  AP,  as  well  as  detect  less  obvious  side  ef¬ 
fects.  Currently,  bi-weekly  treatments  are 
standard,  but  no  one  knows  what  regimen  is 
optimal. 

Steven  Busby,  an  ACT-UP  member,  said 
that  although  trials  have  finally  begun  in  the 
Boston  hospitals,  people  who  have  had  PCP 
cannot  necessarily  count  on  being  able  to 
enroll.  He  said  the  inclusion/exclusion 
criteria  for  participation  makes  AP 
“generally  unavailable”  for  the  “average 
human  being.”  He  said  the  drug  companies 
that  sponsor  most  of  the  AP  trials  usually 
require  that  the  people  involved  in  the 
studies  be  healthy  and  not  experiencing  any 
other  opportunistic  infection.  In  addition, 
he  said,  many  studies  preclude  those  who 
are  on  other  kinds  of  medication,  like  AZT. 

Fisk  said  the  NEHR  study  won’t  be  closed 
to  people  on  AZT,  but  that  people  “actively 
being  treated”  for  another  infection  cannot 
participate.  She  said  she  did  not  think  the 
criteria  would  exclude  many  people,  but 
that  if  sufficient  numbers  of  people  could 
not  enroll  “we  may  have  to  re-evaluate.” 


Flynn  said  the  study  of  those  who  have 
had  one  PCP  bout  would  not  exclude  people 
merely  because  they  have  another  infection. 
“If  the  infection  is  serious  enough,  and  the 
patient  is  receiving  investigative  drugs  for 
that  infection,  then  they  would  be 
excluded,”  she  said.  But,  for  example,  peo¬ 
ple  with  Kaposi’s  Sarcoma  or  thrush  would 
not  automatically  be  prevented  from  enroll¬ 
ing. 

Busby  is  also  strongly  critical  of  the 
failure  of  private  physicians  to  prescribe  AP 
in  Boston.  “In  New  York,  doctors  prescribe 
AP  on  a  routine  basis,”  he  said.  “In 
Boston,  one  doctor  has  said  he  plans  to  of¬ 
fer  it....  This  reflects  a  real  lack  of  moral 
courage.” 

Two  places  where  Boston  area  residents 
can  receive  prophylactic  are  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  (FCHC) 
and  the  Harvard  Community  Health  Plan 
(HCHP). 

FCHC  is  currently  treating  12  patients, 
with  three  or  four  on  a  waiting  list.  Some 
people  receiving  the  drug  have  AIDS  or 
ARC,  but  not  all  have  had  PCP.  FCHC  has 
been  unable  to  treat  everyone  who  has  re¬ 
quested  AP,  in  part  because  the  nebulizers 
have  been  in  tight  supply  from  the  manufac¬ 
turers.  FCHC  is  also  building  a  new  outpa¬ 
tient  center  which  will  allow  over  300  people 


to  receive  AP  and  other  drugs  on  an  outpa¬ 
tient  basis  (see  story,  p.  6). 

According  to  Rich  Feldman,  a  health  care 
provider  at  FCHC,  FCHC  patients  taking 
AP  have  had  “almost  no  side  effects”  and 
there  have  been  no  cases  of  PCP  infection  in 
the  five  months  the  center  has  been  pro¬ 
viding  the  treatment  as  a  prophylaxis.  Some 
people  cough  when  the  drug  is  administered, 
but  coughing  can  be  controlled  by  breathing 
a  bronchodialtor  drug  before  treatment. 

HCHP  is  currently  giving  prophylactic 
AP  to  20-25  people,  all  of  whom  have  had  at 
least  one  case  of  PCP.  According  to  Donna 
Gallagher,  HCHP  has  seen  two  or  three 
relapses  in  the  five  months  that  AP  has  been 
available  there,  but  no  serious  side  effects. 
Gallagher  said  even  though  there  are  "no 
clear  guidelines”  for  the  treatments,  “the 
organization  felt  driven  to  make  [AP] 
available  to  people  with  AIDS.” 

Opinions  seem  to  vary  about  how  easy  it  is 
for  people  who  want  to  be  on  AP  to  get  it. 
Jeff  Barmeyer,  co-chair  of  the  Boston  PWA 
Coalition,  said  he  thought  AP  was 
“reasonably  available  for  most  PWAs  in 
Boston,”  although  he  expressed  concern 
about  people  who  want  AP  as  a  prevention 
but  who  have  not  had  a  bout  of  PCP.  “It 
seems  unfair  to  make  people  wait  until 
they’ve  had  bout  one,  especially  since  so 


many  people  die  of  it,”  he  said.  “But  the 
real  battle  is  over  and  behind  us,”  said 
Barmeyer,  “the  final  battle  will  be  to  get  the 
insurance  companies  to  pay  for  it.” 

Laurie  Novick,  the  advocate  coordinator 
at  Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee 
(AAC),  said  that  for  AAC’s  clients,  getting 
AP  has  been  “frustrating  and  it’s  taken  a 
long  time.”  She  said  clients’  access  to  AP 
has  varied  depending  on  their  health  care 
providers.  She  did  say,  however,  that  she 
knew  of  cases  where  AP  had  been  prescribed 
for  people  by  hospital-based  physicians  out¬ 
side  the  realm  of  a  study.  She  also  said  she 
did  not  know  of  anyone  who  had  been  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  recently-instigated  trials, 
although  it  is  still  early  in  the  enrollment 
process. 

With  the  exception  of  the  experimental 
studies,  people  must  pay  for  the  treatment 
themselves.  Once  treatment  is  begun,  it 
should  continue,  since  there  is  evidence  that 
stopping  the  drug  can  precipitate  a  bout  of 
PCP.  A  300  milligram  vial,  which  a  couple 
of  years  ago  cost  $25,  now  costs  $95,  and 
there  are  charges  for  nebulizer  use  and 
medical  supervision. 

Which  is  why  Richard  is  coughing 
again.  □ 
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PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

“LONELY” 

A  disabled  30  year  old  man  would  love  to  meet  &  have 
an  affair  with  I  or  2  gay  guys  in  their  20s’/30s’.  Call 
Randy  876-8646  after  5  pm  Be  discreet . _ <4) 

FEMALE  COUPLE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  MEET 
other  discreet  down  to  earth  females  ages  30  to  mid-40  to 
share  friendship  and  social  activities  (dinners,  daytrips, 
concerts,  etc.)  We  care  about  and  enjoy  home  and  fami¬ 
ly,  have  a  sense  of  humor,  live  discreetly  and  enjoy  our 
life.  We  are  not  into  drugs  or  causes  and  don’t  really  en¬ 
joy  the  bar  scene.  We  left  some  long  term  friendships  in 
our  old  home  state.  We  are  having  a  hard  time  meeting 
people  and  building  new  friendships  here.  Please  res- 
pond  GCN  Box  316. _ (47) 

SIGNE  DU  PISTE  WANTED 

If  you  have  any  issues  you’re  willing  to  donate,  sell  or 
allow  to  be  copied  —  Please  write:  Bob  Decker,  Box  14 
ANX,  Concord  NH  03301 . _ (4£) 

Nice  Jewish  Girl,  32,  looking  for  kind  woman  who’s 
open  to  kinky  sex.  Sense  of  humor,  open-minded,  will¬ 
ing  to  watch  Star  Trek  re-runs  a  must.  Allergic  to 
cats/smoke.  Ethnic  folkdancers  encouraged  to  reply; 
Separatists  need  not  bother.  GCN  Box  3IS. _ (46) 

LF  32  attorney  sks  GM  interested  in  becoming  a  father. 
Would  consider  range  of  involvement  but  prefer  active 
father  to  share  the  joy  and  stress  (and  humor)  of  paren- 
ting.  GCN  Box  318 _ (48) 

Searching  for  long  lost  friend.  Boston  last  known  loca¬ 
tion.  Named  luette  Cruz-Colon  from  Coamo  Puerto 
Rico.  Please  call  -  after  6pm- 47 1-9685.  Forever  grateful. 
Alma. _ (47) 

Cute  Canadian  guy  needs  place  to  stay.  Will  be  in 
Boston  July  20-26  for  Gay  Health  Conference.  Call 
Danny  in  Toronto  at  (4 1 6)  964-7902. _ (46) 

D:  Yes,  I  still  like  you  no  matter  what  happens.  Hope  we 
see  each  other  at  Pride  so  we  can  act  out  together.  —  N. 
(46) _ 

DEAR  GRUMPY 

This  is  sure  to  be  a  DTWOF  weekend  -  so  cheer  up! 
Can’t  wait  to  DTN  and  don’t  forget:  SDN!  The  snot- 
head  muffin  czar, _ (46) 

OH  REGINA 

Don’t  pack  up  my  things  yet!  I  love  your  personality  and 
the  salami  lousiness.  You  know  I  will  remain  your 
devoted  daughter,  Brigette. _ (46) 

Happy  Pride  Day  Hunny!  Unfortunately  I’ll  probably 
be  stuck  in  this  tiny  room  typesetting  this  issue  until 
sometime  next  week.  With  any  luck  I’ll  be  out  in  time 
fork.d.l _ (46) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  llam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  +  /hr.) _ (47) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


SEEKING  WOMAN-IDENTIFIED  MEN 

■  Small  group  for  emotionally  and/or  physically  androgynous 
men  seeks  new  members.  Into  feminist  politics  (not  necessarily 
PC)  All  orientations,  dothing  styles  welcome.  Bruce 
547-7367, _ _ (46) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  womyn 
partner.  Call  HAWC  7446841  for  info  and  support.  (3) 
DYKES,  DISABILITY  AND  STUFF 
Contributions  sought  for  this  start-up  networking  newsletter 
that  wishes  to  provide  fiction,  an,  poetry,  comics,  news, 
views,  and  reviews,  arts,  letters,  verse  and  controversy,  ideas, 
resources  and  friendship  possibilities.  Still  in  the  formative 
stages,  we  have  national  and  international  aspirations  to  net¬ 
work  among  women  with  an  interest  in  health,  ability,  visibili¬ 
ty  and  disability  (yes,  hidden  ones,  too!).  How  about  an  ASL 
interpreted,  wheel-chair  user  accessible,  special  needs 
welcome!  conference  for  US  in  1990?  Get  on  the  mailing  list... 
send  contributions  of  writings,  articles,  news,  money  etc  to: 
UPE,  PO  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  021 146194,  (49) 


SERVICES 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOC 
INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
ft»;7»na l 
COPLEY  SQUAJtE 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  *Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  252*1459 


SERVICES 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


Arthur's  Cleaning  Service 

I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 
1-295-6340 
QUALITY  WORK 
GOOD  RATES 
EFERENCES  AVAILABLE 
BI-WEEKLY,  & 

&  MONTHLY 


t 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund. 

3arbara  Macy,  There.se  A.  Your.g 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 


Gerry  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W 
Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
617-474-6950 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room'  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  o(  25<  per  word  (35<  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□(Non-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  259 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  i  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  359  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

FOR  SALE  i  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $ . 

.  number  of  runs)  $ . 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2 


$. 
$. 
$. 
$. 

Subtotal  $ 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15 


•Deaaiine:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


Do  you  wish  you 
could  talk  to 
your  parents 
about  being 
gay  or  lesbian? 

Build  connections 
with  your  family. 


Do  you  feel  alone 
and  want  help 
understanding 
your  gay  or 
lesbian  child? 


One-day  workshop 
Saturday,  July  9th  10am-4pm 

•  For  parents  and  family  members 

•  For  both  generations:  gays, 
lesbians  &  parents  of  gays 
and  lesbians 

Jean  Chapin  Smith,  LICSW 

straight  parent  of  gay  children 

876-2113 


491-4110 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


WOMEN  ARE  THE  PROOF! 

GCN  needs  more  women  wymyn  to  proofread  Thur- 
sady  nights.  Lots  of  fun,  food,  gossip  and  good  stuff  to 
'read  (next  week’s  paper)!  Right  now  we  have  more  male 
“proofies"  —  we  need  some  balance.  "L.A.  Law"  is  in 
reruns  for  the  summer  —  so  come  to  GCN! _ (47) 

SHELTER  FOR  BATTERED  WOMEN/BROCKTON 
BILINGUAL  COUNSELOR  —  Spanish  speaking,  part 
time,  nights.  COUNSELOR  —  14  hours  per  week, 
nights  to  work  at  shelter.  COUNSERLOR  —  part  time 
days,  individual  counseling  of  battered  women.  Former 
battered  women  and  others  encouraged  to  apply.  Must 
be  sensitive  to  women's  issues.  Partial  benefits,  flexible 
hours.  Resumes  by  6/17  to:  Noreen  Kelly,  Health  Care 
of  Southeastern  Mass.,  P.O.  Box  2127,  Abington,  MA 
02351.  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer  M/F _ (46) 

PERMANENT  HALF  TIME 

Help  young  disabled  man  with  personal  care  Monday 
through  Friday  mornings.  Fenway  area.  Will  train. 
$7.10  per  hour.  Must  be  reliable.  Call  John  536-5140. 
Leave  message  on  machine. _ (47) 

STD/AIDS 

FEMINIST  Health  Center  of  Portsmouth  is  seeking 
responsible,  reliable,  feminist  for  F/T  employment. 
Focus  on  sexual  transmitted  disease  clinic  and  AIDS  ser¬ 
vices.  Health-worker  position  also  includes  involvement 
in  abortion  services.  RN  preferred  but  not  required. 
Good  benefits.  Send  resume  by  June  15  to  Personnel. 
FNC-P  PO  Box  456  Greenland,  NH  03940. _ (46) 

PERSONAL  CARE 

Part-time  personal  care  assistant  needed  for  weekend 
mornings  two  times  per  month.  Long-term  commitment 
desired.  Jamaica  Plain  area.  $7. 10/hour,  no  taxes.  Call 
232-5956. _ (£7) 

OFFICE  MGR./SECRETARY 

For  small,  progressive  union  office.  Ability  to  organize 
own  work,  good  typing  and  people  skills.  Must  be  self¬ 
starter  who  works  independently  and  has  initiative.  Ex¬ 
cellent  benefits  and  regular  raises.  To  start  6/15.  Call 
426-7075. _ (46) 

EXCELLENT  JOB 

DIRECT  SERVICE  ADVOCATE 

For  transitional  housing  program  for  former  battered 
women  and  former  mental  patients  and  their  children. 
Job  also  includes  resource  update  and  program  admin. 
Great  opportunity  to  learn  all  skills  needed  to  run  non¬ 
profit.  Moms  and  women  of  color  encouraged  to  apply. 
Resume  and  cover  letter  to  Beckert  —  Eliz.  Stone 
House,  Box  15,  Jamaica  Plain  MA  02130, _ (46) 

Lobbyist/Administator  for  Massachusetts  Gay  &  Les¬ 
bian  Political  Caucus.  Full  time  position  combines  lob¬ 
bying  and  administrative/management  responsibilities. 
Experience  preferred.  Salary  range  $20-30K/yr  comm, 
with  exp.  Send  resume  to:  MGLPC,  P.O.  Box  246,  State 
House,  Boston,  MA  02133 _ (46) 

ASSISTANT  MANAGER 

Oasis  Guesthouse,  Boston,  seeks  person  for  live-in,  full¬ 
time  position.  Should  be  self-motivated,  personable  and 
posess  strong  leadership  and  organizational  skills.  Good 
pay/benefits.  For  more  info  call  Mr.  McMann  at 
267-2262  from  8am  to  5pm  only. _ (46) 

CHILDCARE 

Lesbian  professional  couple  seeks  experienced  live-in 
nanny  for  Brighton  infant.  Flexible  hours.  Light 
housekeeping.  Near  MBTA.  Sunny  Victorian  house.  No 
smoking.  In  Fall  possible  travel  to  NYC.  Starting 
August  I.  Good  salary.  Call  and  leave  a  message  at 
254-5929. _ (46) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


CAMBRIDGEPORT  APT 

Seeking  2  LFS  (non-heterophobic)  to  share  4  bd,  2nd 
and  3rd  fl  apt  off  Magazine  St.  Semi-coop,  progressive 
politics,  independent  yet  supportive  household.  280 
plus.  Wendy  I  -281-6056  or  787-9141 , _ (47) 

So.  N.H.  F  seeking  discreet,  responsible  roommate  male 
or  female.  2  BRM  Townhouse,  aesthetic  surroundings. 
No  drugs  smoke  pets  or  heavy  alcohol.  325  plus  Vi  util. 
GCN  Box  317, _ (46) 

APARTMENT  MATE  WANTED 

Attractive  bedroom  for  rent.  $300.00  monthly.  Modern 
kitchen.  Serious  gay  male  preferred.  Accessible  to  public 
transportation.  Phone:  Dick  327-9098.  Available  June 
1st. _ (46) 

LF  31  (veg)  and  Golden  Retriever  (earn)  seek  LF  28  plus 
to  share  beautiful,  sunny,  2 'A  bedroom  home  on  quiet 
street  in  J.P.  Hardwood  floors,  W/D,  porch,  near  pond 
and  arboretum,  T.  Please,  no  smokers,  no  more  pets. 
$350.00  mo.  avail,  june  15.  522-2251,  leave  message.  (47) 
SHARE  SOMERVILLE  HOUSE 

LF  33  seeks  LF30plus  to  share  Teele  Sq.  House.  Quiet, 
responsible  non-smoker,  no  pels,  you'll  have  3  rooms 
and  share  liv,  din,  kit,  bath.  $500  plus.  Avail  immediate- 
ly.  Call  before  9pm  628-7487. _ (47) 

JLF  and  2  cats  seek  2  roommated  for  vegetarian,  collec¬ 
tive  3  BR  JP  apt.  Fireplace,  w/d,  LR,  DR,  yard.porch. 
No  smoking.  $400  htd.  Rent  control.  Anne  492-2606. 
(48) _ 

Room  for  rent  in  quiet,  renov.  3  bdrm  apt  in  Soml  near 
T’s.  On-st.  parking,  storage,  porches,  yard.  No  pets. 
Now,  625-8573  leave  message. _ (47) 

Cleveland  Circle  scruffy  basement  apartment  needs 
roommates  starting  June  and  August  1.  Friendly,  in¬ 
dependent,  considerate,  respect  privacy.  Near  3  Green 
Lines.  NO  NEATNIKS!  $225  and  216  including  heat. 
Leave  message  for  Naomi  739-6566. _ (47) 

Watertown,  IGM,  ISF  prof’l  seek  IGM  or  SF  30ish  for 
sunny, pleasant,  quiet  apartment.  No  smoke,  pets,  near 
“T.”  $240  plus.  Available  early  July.  926-8569.  (47) 

QUIET  -  CHEAP 

Gay  male  seeks  QUIET  roommate  for  small  “2 
bedroom”  (converted  1  bedroom)  in  Fenway.  $210  plus 
util.  Call  Mike  at  GCN  426-4469 _ (47) 

Two  LFs  seeking  two  LFs  25  plus  to  share  beautiful  J.P. 
apt.  Progressive  politics,  food,  w/d.  Avail,  immed.  or 
Aug.  near  Pond,  arboretum,  T.  No  smoking  $192.50 
plus.  Call  524-6209. _ (49) 

F  sought  for  apt.  on  Camb. /Belmont  line.  Parking, 
laundry  avail,  near  bus.  Newly-painted;  carpeted.  No 
smoke/drugs.  Rent  $300+  call  864-4314.  Avail,  immed. 
(46  ) _ 

NASHUA  -  #  I  CITY  IN  AMERICA 
GM  seeks  same,  prefer  under  25,  for  2BR,  south  Nashua 
N.H.  $300/mo  +  util,  or  less  (commenserate  with  com- 
patibility).  Smoking  etc,  okay,  call  (603)891-0368.  (46) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN  S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


APARTMENTS 


DORCHESTER  -  MEETINGHOUSE  HILL 

2nd  floor  of  triple,  5  rooms  2  bedims,  mantle,  china  cabinet, 
pantry.  Large  rear  porch,  walk  to  T  $650  unhid  avail.  Aug.  1, 
825-7279. _ (46) 

RESIDENT  WOMEN  OWNERS,  MATTAPAN 
Spacious  two  bedroom  on  busline.  Plenty  on-street  parking 
hard  wood  floors.  Living,  kitchen,  bath.  2nd  floor  of  3  family 
home.  Heat  and  hot  water  included.  $700/mo.  (617)  298-3989. 
(48) _ 


SUMMER  RENTALS 


COUNTRY  SUMMER  JP 

July/August  sublet  majestic  first  fir  3  bedroom  apt. 
Huge  front  back  yards,  safe  leafy  street,  5  min  Green, 
Orange  lines,  arboretum,  pond,  2  independent  cats. 
Rent  $600  negotiable,  we  pay  $800.  524-2906. _ (47) 

SANTA  FE 

Utterly  charming,  historic  adobe.  Pelting  distance  to 
opera,  chamber  music,  plaza,  bon  vivant  New  Mexico 
life-style.  July  9-16  $800  (505)  988-5293 _ (47) 

AVAILABLE  -  KENNEBUNKPORT  AREA  SUMMER  RENTAL 

3  bedroom,  2  bath  with  enclosed  eat-in  porch  plus 
sundeck  on  Sandy  beach.  $500  per  week  or  $1600  per 
month.  Call  (718)  857-6251  leave  message. _ (46) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Summer  rental,  fully-equipped  2  bedroom  condo  with 
water  view.  Located  in  quiet  East  End.  Walk  out  front 
to  Bay  Beach  and  1  mile  walk  to  downtown.  Has  own 
parking.  Rent  by  week  or  month.  For  particulars  call 
(617)447-4922, _ (46) 

Monhegan  Island,  Maine.  Well-used  house,  two 
bed/bath,  full  kitchen,  gas  and  kerosene  lights. 
Weekly/monlhly.  (203)423-7932  or  (203)423-8193.  (47) 


SOMERVILLE 

LF  41  and  2  cats  seeks  mature,  resp.  W  to  share  lovely 
spacious  apt.  between  Porter  and  Davis  T.  No  smokers 
no  more  pets.  Rent  $300  plus  util.  Avail  July  1. 
625-4298. _ (46) 

3rd  LF  27  plus  wanted  to  share  spacious  sunny  2-FL 
house  on  quiet  street  near  Davis  T.  Friendly,  indepen¬ 
dent,  share  food  shopping.  W/D,  sunporch,  patio. 
Avail.  9/1.  Sorry  no  smoke/pets,  minimal 
drugs/alcohol  $270  plus.  776-8405. _ (48) 

LF  32  sks  LF  28  plus  to  share  home  in  Roslindale 
bordering  arboretum.  Must  be  good  humored,  respons., 
like  animals.  Short  term  OK  325-595 1  leave  message.  (48) 
ARLINGTON  APT 

2LF  seek  LF  26  plus  to  share  sunny,  spac.  1st  floor  apt. 
on  quiet  street.  Friendly,  indep.  Non-smoker,  no  pets. 
Convenient  to  T.  Avail  7/ 1 .  $270  plus.  648-7230  (46) 

F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250+  . 
Call  Anne  666-1267, _ (46) 

North  Shore  single  occupancy  available  mid-July  for  LF 
30 +  .  Nice  home  1806  historic.  Off-street  parking,  at¬ 
tractive  grounds,  your  room  partially  furnished  inch 
fireplace.  350/mo.  utilities  paid.  Must  like  cats  and  oc- 
casional  mystery  parties.  532-5823 _ (46) 

CAMBRIDGE  -  HARVARD  SQUARE 
Feminist  roommate  sought  to  share  1920’s  style  (newly 
rehab'd)  apartment.  Suited  for  independent  non-smoker 
who  likes  light,  antiques,  space,  porches,  a  yard,  laun¬ 
dry  facilities,  and  beautiful  hardwood  floors.  $495  + 
(June  I  —  flexible).  Call  Ellen  at  354-3966. _ (46) 

2LFs  26  and  32  plus  cat  seek  I  LF  or  BiF  for  beautiful 
apt.  in  Arlington  close  to  Cambridge  line,  walk  to  T  and 
Spy  Pond  for  summer  sublet  or  longer.  Rent  $300-$350. 
Call  643-2426.  No  pets. _ (46) 

Inman  Square  —  LF  seeks  roommate  for  2  bed  apt.  No 
smoke,  no  pets  (have  anti-social  cat).  300  inc.  heat 
776-8293. _ (46) 

Female  roommate  wanted.  Non  smoker/no  drugs/no 
pets.  Shared  chores,  independent,  politically  irreverent. 
We're  electrician,  massage  therapist  and  parakeet.  Large 
house,  convenient  location  in  Somerville.  Fireplace  and 
sauna.  Rent  $325,  no  util.  Call  Beth  623-7258  10am- 
10pm,  leave  message. _ (46) 

BiF,  28 +  ,  wanted  to  share  beautiful  apartment  near 
J.P.  w/BiF,  dog,  cat,  plants,  good  food,  books,  w/d/d 
and  back  porch.  It’s  a  real  home!  No  smoke/drugs/little 
ale.  363  +  .  277-5835.  (46) 


HOUSING  WANTED 


LF  grad  student  32  quiet  responsible  seeking  private  rooms  in 
prof  LF/GM  mixed  house  in  Worcester/area.  Non-smoking 
veg  chem-frec  environment.  Need  8/15/88  latest.  Reply  GCN 
Box  319. _ (4) 

I  NEED  A  NEW  HOME 

Gay  man,  (26)  seeking  home  in  Boston/Cambridge  area.  I 
school  and  work  in  Cambridge  and  would  like  to  move  in  with 
others  committed  to  mostly  independent,  health  conscius 
cohabitation.  300plus  tops.  Kenji  262-7320. _ (47) 

LESBIANS  NEED  HOUSING! 

2  LF  40s  prof,  respon.  need  Ige.  2-3  bdrm.  apt./hse.  Somer¬ 
ville  Cambridge  area;  7/1  latest  8/1  prefer  womanspace; 

6614127  Ive  message. _ (47) 

Prof  LF  33  and  cat  seeks  room  in  established  household  with  1 
or  2  LF  in  a  quiet  neighborhood  in  greater  Boston  (1  like 
trees!)  preferrably  for  July  1.  Parking  a  must,  non-smoking 
semi-veg.  Call  Pam  744-9141,  Leave  message. _ (46) 

LOOKING  FOR  A  HOME 

LF  32  seeks  cooperative  household  with  LFs  or  mixed 
Gay /Straight.  Share  progressive  politics,  food,  chores,  meals. 
For  Aug.  15  or  Sept.  I.  JP  or  Camb.  Vail  Mary  Ann 
524-6209. _ (46) 

Lesbian,  professional,  36,  moving  from  Toledo  Ohio  to 
Boston  this  summer,  B.U.  graduate  school,  seeking  lesbian 
house,  nonsmoking,  loves  cats,  prefers  Jamaica  Plain,  call  col- 
lecl  evenings.  (419)  6664360. _ (45) 

DESPERATELY  SEEKING  HOUSING  IN  NY 
BL  30,  with  10-year-old  dog.  Looking  for  1  Bedroom  in  NYC 
price  range  $750-950.  Good  leads?  (401)273-1657,  (45) 


APARTMENTS 


APT  FOR  RENT 

4  plus  rooms,  pets  ok,  yard,  small  woodstove,  ceiling  fan,  nice 
view,  pkg,  near  T,  LF  owners,  avail,  end  of  June,  550phis, 
Malden,  3246822 _ (47) 


PUBLICATIONS 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
-  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
■  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848  


LOVELY  BEACON  HILL  TOWNHOUSE 

4/5  bdrms  plus  income  apt.  Top  location.  Brand  new 
renovation  with  old  Boston  charm.  3200  sq.ft.  See  it; 
make  an  offer.  723-4444,  353-1294.  Principals  only.  (46) 
Leaving  continent  —  furniture  for  sale.  Comfy,  deep 
sofa  (fits  2,  or  3  snuggles)  $300,  chairs  $150/2  (plush, 
swivelling),  portable  washer,  dryer,  more.  B.O.  in  all 
cases.  483-3 1 70  late  evenings  (8pm-2am)  please.  (47) 

CONDO’S  FOR  SALE 

ROXBURY,  FT.  HILL 

Newly  renov.  three  family.  Off-street  parking  and  yard. 
3BDR  2BTH  1200+  sq  ft  $158K;  2BDR,  1  BTH,  $128K; 
!BR,  IBTH,  3rd  FLR,  $I34K.  All  units  have  new  decks, 
siding,  roof,  elec.,  plumbing,  windows,  kitchens,  baths, 
wall  to  wall  carpet ,  By  owner  442-7607.  (46) 


VACATIONS 


BLUEBERRY  COVE 

Alternative  coastal  vacation  cabins,  camping,  boats, 
veggy/fish  workshops.  For  brochure  write  Blueberry 
Cove,  HCR35  Box  520,  Tenants  Harbour  ME  04860. 
(207)  372-6353. _ (]) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Vermont’s  only  Lesbian  owned  &  operated  guest 
house/farm.  Special  Spring  offer,  3  nights  for  price  of  2. 
Horseback  riding,  baby  goats,  gorgeous  views,  privacy. 
Call  (802)  533-7772. _ (43) 

Provincetown’s  Watership  Inn:  Charming  guest  house 
near  beach  and  center  of  gay  resort.  Free  continental 
breakfast  and  parking.  Brochure  Box  918  Pro- 
vincetown,  MA,  02657,  (617)487-0094. _ (46) 

DISCOVER  NEW  ENGLAND’S  GAY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool  and  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Our  100  acre  mountain 
setting  offers  peace,  privacy,  beautiful  views,  spec¬ 
tacular  sunsets  and  lovely  paths  for  walking  hand-in- 
hand.  Great  hiking,  reduced  rate  golf,  tennis,  antiquing 
and  summer  theater  nearby.  The  Highlands  Inn ,  PO 
Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Inkeepers. _ (16.7) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

7-Q»2< 


risoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 
Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist, 


BLACK/OUT,  a  new  publication  of  the 
National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  &  Gays, 
with  stories,  poems,  drawings  and  some  penpal 
ads.  Write  them  for  a  FREE  copy  and  with  an 
ad.  (They  only  come  out  every  few  months,  so 
don’t  expect  a  copy  every  week,  or  answers  to 
your  letters.)  Write  them  at:  NCBLG,  Box 
19641,  West  Seven  Mile  Rd,  Detroit  Ml  48219 


|  Drawing  by  Cliff  Payne 


FREE  BOOK 


i  Prison  Book  Program,  92  Green  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
j  02130,  send  FREE  (donated,  used)  books  to  prisoners. 

!  Subjects  include  Gay/Lesbian,  Black,  Latin  American, 
|  Native  American,  fiction,  politics  and  many  more.  Ask 
|  for  the  KIND  of  reading  material  you  want  fbooks  are 
I  donated  so  we  don’t  always  have  exact  titles)  and  then 
j  be  PATIENT  (because  we  are  often  a  couple  months 
behind). 

Note  to  outside  prisoner  supporters:  We  have  a 
booklet :  HOW  TO  DO  A  BOOKS  FOR  PRISONERS 
PROJECT  in  your  area.  Write  GCN,  62  Berkeley, 
Boston^  MA  021 16.  if  you’re  interested.  FREE! 


BISEXUALITY 

A  national  newsletter.  For  info  <St  sample,  send  SASE  to 
P.O.  Box  20917,  Long  Beach,  CA  90801-3917,  (4) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER;  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 

BLACKJOUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDI  AN:  Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 

Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Gturdan,  Depi  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY.  1001 1 _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  inslitutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ’off  our  backs'  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge.  MA  02139, _  (16.33) 


BOOKS  FOR  PRISONERS! 

One  of  the  ideas  that  you  might  plant  in  your 
penpals’  heads  is  that  more  books  for  prisoners  pro- 

6 rams  are  needed!  (There  are  only  2,  except  for  the 
ible-pushers,  for  the  whole  half  million  prisoners  in 
the  country!)!)  It’s  fairly  easy  to  get  a  local  bookstore 
to  put  a  box  out  where  people  can  leave  their  used 
books;  and  a  jar  for  small  change  for  postage.  Tell 
your  friends  to  write  GCN  for  a  small  brochure  on 
^How  to  do  a  boolcs-for-prisoners  program" 


Longterm  contributor  and  correspondent  with 
GCN  prisoner  project  in  dire  need  of  legal 
assistance.  Anything  you  can  do  to  help  would 
be  much  appreciated.  Write  to:  Ricky  Maddix, 
39404,  Box  7  (3D-892),  Moberly  MO  65270, 
Male  pedophile  psychiatrist  seeks  cor¬ 
respondence  with  others,  especially  profes¬ 
sionals,  women,  &  those  active  in  the 
mainstream  of  gay/lesbian  organizations.  I  am 
attempting  to  form  a  coalition  of  doctors, 
judges,  sexologists  and  other  scholars  to  pro¬ 
mote  education  in  both  mainstream  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  and  in  the  society  as  a  whole 
towards  a  better  understanding  of  our  lifestyle. 
I’m  incarcerated  on  charges  which  are  false.  I 
spent  $40,000  only  to  have  my  attorney  threaten 
to  abandon  me  if  I  did  not  plead  guilty  to  these 
charges.  I  no  longer,  however,  believe  I’d  have 
no  chance  at  winning  a  trial  and  am  trying  to 
reopen  my  case.  Any  help  would  be  ap¬ 
preciated.  J.  Rick  DeMASl,  Box  100,  Somers 
CT  06071. 


Thank  you  all  for  a  splendid  view  on  many 
topics  as  only  your  paper  has  shown  me.  Things 
are  pretty  much  the  same  here  but  if  people 
would  stick  together  things  would  change.  I  try 
telling  other  convicts  this  and  almost  all  of  them 
say  the  usual:  ‘1  don’t  want  to  get  in  no 
trouble.’  I  would  like  to  have  someone  to  write 
on  the  outside.  John  SHERMAN,  378324,  Rt  2 
Box  20,  Midway  TX  75852. 


I’m  Black,  Sagittarius  and  38  years  of  age.  I’m 
open-minded.  Although  I’m  limited,  I’ve 
always  been  able  to  relate  to  homosexuality 
from  the  males  point  of  view  by  me  being  a 
dominant  male  with  an  ability  of  looking  at  life 
from  the  opposed  point  of  view.  I  would  like  to 
share  my  thoughts  with  anyone  willing  to  write. 
John  GORMAN,  33758,  Box  7,  (3D-892), 
Moberly  MO  65270. 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  + ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to 

participate. _ (15.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (163) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617) 321-4254.  (15.49) 


I’m  32  and  a  Taurus.  I  love  music,  poetry, 
reading  and  writing.  I’m  totally  interested  in 
corresponding  with  someone.  Thanks  a  lot! 
La verne  JACKSON,  B 160 130  (202),  PO  Box 
8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. _ __ 

I  will  be  returning  to  the  Springfield,  MO  area 
in  the  near  future  and  will  need  some  help  in  ad¬ 
vance  with  locating  a  job  and  housing.  Fat  and 
forty-six.  Marta  HELM,  04086-045,  FCI- 
Numen,  3301  Loot  own  Rd,  Lexngton  KY 
40511.  _ 

saw  your  paper  for  the  first  time  and  after  reading 
thru  it  a  few  times,  was  I  impressed!  Maybe  I  could 
d  someone  to  love  4  ever.  Oh  boy  coula  I  get  right 
into  it!  I'm  a  bom  Hermaphrodite  who  is  ignored  in 
this  culture  but  would  like  a  friend.  I  love  children, 
cooking,  computers  and  movies.  I’m  writing  a  book. 
Michelle  I.  ZIEGAST,  P-9106,  RD  10  Box  10, 
Greensburg  PA  15601 


30  yr  old  sensualist  needs  friendship.  I’ve  sur¬ 
vived  9  yrs  of  this  madness  but  need  help 
especially  not  to  get  thru  this  last  year.  I  will 
give  the  same  openness  and  compassion  that  is 
given  me,  regardless  of  color  or  age.  James 
SMITH,  90563,  Sleet  2,  Rt  2  Box  500,  Angie 
LA  70426. 


Latin  male,  physically  fit,  into  outdoors,  pic¬ 
nics,  seafood,  seeking  someone  who  loves  life. 
No  money  or  handsomeness  necessary.  Max 
MONCLOVA,  23492,  Box  607,  Carson  City 
NV  89702. 


To  L.B.  in  Allston:  I  would  have  written  you 
personally  to  thank  you  for  sending  the  stamps, 
but  your  envelop  only  had  L.B.,  Allston,  MA. 
Anyhow,  I  send  you  my  deepest  thanks.  David 
Ferrand. 


I’m  a  gay  prisoner  and  gay  prisoners  have  a 
hard  time  with  the  straights.  I’m  up  for  parole 
in  8  months  and  need  to  have  some  help  finding 
a  job.  Please  write.  James  MOOD1E,  140-487, 
Lucasville  OH  45699. 


Very  loving,  sweet,  sexy,  talkative,  pretty  and 
very  damn  lonely  gay,  Atlanta  native,  hopeless 
romantic  at  heart,  wants  lasting  relationship 
with  fern  male.  No  macho/butch  types,  please. 
Need  no  money.  For  just  25  cents  you  can  give 
me  a  try!  Richard  GUNNOE,  117596,  G-88, 
100  Warrior  Lane,  Bessemer  AL  35023. 


I  do  share  the  GCN  newsletter.  It’s  a  great 
blessing  for  all  of  us!  And  yes  I  am  interested  in 
the  penpal  ads.  I’m  26,  enjoy  reading  (especially 
on  Ancient  Egypt/Africa,  and  Sfiction),  swim 
ming  and  would  like  to  write  to  someone.  An 
drew  CHAPIN,  872357,  727  Moon  Road, 
Plainfield,  IN  46168. 


Lonely  butch  male  locked  down  in  Texas  seek 
ing  sincere  TVs,  effeminate,  for  stimulating  but 
intelligent  writing  affair.  Race,  age  and  looks  of 
no  import.  The  best  suspense  being  exchanging 
ideals,  desires  and  the  warmth  of  true  friend 
ship.  Chester  Vinton  HAAS,  327322A,  Box 
4500,  Michael  Control  Unit,  Tennessee  Colony 
TX  75861. 


Gay  male  would  like  to  write  another.  I  love  do¬ 
ing  things  like  walking,  trips,  vacations,  cook 
ing  and  drawing.  Also  bike  riding.  If  you  wanta 
write  me  here  write  to  Richard  NICHOL,  PO 
Box  B-64084,  Florence  AZ  85232. 


I  would  like  to  meet  some  gay  people.  I  also 
write  poems  about  my  life  in  and  out  of  prison 
and  aoout  other  things  so  if  you  know  anyone 
who  would  like  to  read  some  of  my  poems  or 
who  could  help  me  write  better  ones  please  feel 
free  to  have  them  contact  me.  Malcolm  Bryan 
WADE,  851077,  Box  30,  Pendleton  IN  46064 
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1 1  SATURDAY  TO  20  MONDAY 


Boston  □  NAMES  Project  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt 

Through  6/19.  Display  open  for  viewing  from  6-1  Ipm. 
Opening  ceremony  features  the  cast  of  “Les  Miserables" 
from  6:30-8pm.  Park  Plaza  Castle,  comer  of  Arlington  St. 
and  Columbus  Ave.  Free  and  open  to  the  public. 
Volunteers  needed.  Info:  451-9003. 

17  Friday 

Boston  □  NAMES  Project  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt. 

Through  6/19.  Display  open  from  7am- 1  Ipm.  At  8am  and 
8pm,  reading  of  the  names  of  those  commemorated  in  the 
Quilt.  Park  Plaza  Castle.  See  6/16  listing. 

1 8  Saturday 

Boston  □  NAMES  Project  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt 

with  panels  made  in  memory  of  New  Englanders  featured 
at  outdoor  ceremony  at  10am.  (Rain  date  6/19.)  National 
NAMES  Project  Display  on  View  through  6/19,  from  7am- 
1 1  pm.  At  8pm,  reading  of  the  names  of  those  com¬ 
memorated  in  the  Quilt.  Park  Plaza  Castle.  See  6/16 
listing. 


19  Sunday 


16  Thursday 


12  Sunday 


Boston  □  Brunch  to  benefit  the  AIDS  Memorial 
Quilt.  Downtown  Cafe,  12  LaGrange  St.  9am-5pm.  $10. 
Info:  451-9003. 

Cambridge  □  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  —  Boston 
holds  its  annual  picnic  on  the  Charles.  Potluck.  Just 
across  the  Dartmouth  St.  footbridge.  l-5pm.  Info: 
266-4378. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  special  guest  Alan 
Kuconis,  Boston's  Other  Voice’s  “Person  of  the  Year  at 
Gay  Pride"  for  his  work  on  behalf  of  people  with  AIDS. 
WROR  98.5FM.  1 1 :30pm. 

Watertown  □  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Watertown 
and  surrounding  communities  annual  post-Pride  ice 
cream  social.  7pm.  Info:  Andy  926-7823;  Janice 
484-0280. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP  Post- 
Pride  Potluck.  Please  bring  a  dish  to  share  and  a  non¬ 
alcoholic  beverage.  Jamaica  Pond  (enter  at  ODT  sign  op¬ 
posite  Moraine  St.).  3-6pm.  Info:  522-3894. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  mothers,  gay  fathers  and  kids 
post-pride  picnic.  Bring  picnic  food,  blankets,  outdoor 
toys,  games.  Charles  River  Esplanade  at  Hatch  Shell.  Ipm. 
Info:  396-0586. 

Boston  □  Lesbian,  Bisexual  and  Gay  Alumni  from  the 
University  of  Massachusetts/Amherst  has  its  first  annual 
pride  picnic.  Pack  a  brunch  and  meet  at  the  swan  boats 
in  the  Public  Garden  at  noon.  Info:  964-4855. 


18  Saturday  □  Help  out  the  Mass.  Coalition  for  Battered 
Women’s  Service  Groups  and  see  Edwina  Lee  Tyler  and  “A 
Piece  of  the  World”  at  the  same  time!?!  Info:  798-5450 


1 1  Saturday 

Boston  □  Final  performance  of  “Torch  Song 
Trilogy,”  Triangle  Theatre  Company.  Paramount  Pen¬ 
thouse  Theatre,  58  Berkeley  St.  7:30pm.  $15.  Info: 
426-3550. 

12  Sunday 

Boston  □  Dyketones  perform  for  the  benefit  of  the 
New  England  Chapter  of  the  NAMES  Project.  Club 
Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave.  9pm.  Info:  451-9003. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  presents  ongoing  healing 
group  for  PWAs  and  all  those  wishing  to  be  of  support. 
Every  Sunday.  Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room, 
209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian  267-1154, 
Joseph  357-6926. 

Worcester  □  Worcester  County  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Alliance  general  meeting.  51  Jackson  St.,  across  from 
YMCA.  6:30pm.  Info:  829-9898. 

1 4  T uesday 

Worcester  □  Worcester  County  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Alliance  Political  Committee  meeting.  51  Jackson  St., 
across  from  YMCA.  6:30pm.  Info:  829-9898. 

Boston  □  GCN  AIDS  Committee  meets.  All 
welcome.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay 
T-stops.  6:30pm.  Info:  GCN,  426-2269. 

Boston  □  “Between  Women:  Negotiating  and 
Practicing  Safer  Sex,"  for  women  who  want  to  explore 
safer  sex  practices  with  women.  Sponsored  by  the 
Women's  AIDS  Information  Project  and  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Ctr.  Fenway  Health  Administration  Office, 
93  Mass.  Ave.  7:30-9pm.  Free.  Pre-register  with  Vicky  or 
Jennifer  at  267-1538. 

Boston  □  Tape  release  party  to  celebrate  the  first  solo 
tape  by  Wendy  Sobel.  Musicians  who  performed  on  the 
tape  will  also  perform  tonight.  Somewhere  Else,  295 
Franklin  St.  9pm.  Info:  423-7730. 

1 5  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Statehouse  Speakout  on  Discrimination. 

a  public  testimonial  on  behalf  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights  Bill.  All  are  invited  to  attend.  Contact  Jay  Deacon 
at  742-2100  x503  if  you  have  a  story  of  discrimination 
and/or  anti-gay  violence,  or  for  further  info.  State  House, 

I  lam-2pm. 

16  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up:  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info: 
GCN.  426-4469. 


Cambridge  □  Mount  Holyoke  College  Lesbian  Alum¬ 
nae  reunion.  8pm.  Directions  &  info:  Donna  868-0117. 

Cambridge  □  Oral  History  Center  sponsors  Second 
Annual  Multicultural  Oral  History  Festival. 

Nigerian  dance  and  drumming,  Portuguese  folksong,  steel 
band  music  from  the  Islands  Wheelchair  accessible.  St. 
Anthony’s  Church,  400  Cardinal  Medeiros  Ave.  Ilam- 
7pm.  Free.  Info:  498-9000  x9780. 

Worcester  □  Edwina  Lee  Tyler  and  "A  Piece  of  the 
World"  perform  African  percussion  music  and  African 
dance.  To  benefit  the  Mass.  Coalition  for  Battered 
Women  Service  Groups.  Girls  Club,  Winthrop  House, 
Providence  St.  8pm.  Doors  open  at  7pm  for  a  women’s 
crafts  market.  $8  in  advance,  $10  at  door.  Info:  798-5450. 

Boston  □  The  Alliance  of  Massachusetts  Asian  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men  sponsor  CelebrAsian  Massachusetts, 
with  a  slide  show  on  Asian  lesbians  past,  present,  and 
future;  panel  discussion;  play;  and  a  dance  with  DJ  and 
cash  bar.  Emmanuel  Church,  15  Newbury  St.  7pm.  $4  in 
advance  (available  at  Glad  Day  and  New  Words 
bookstores),  $5  at  door.  Info:  662-6000. 

Boston  □  BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Youth)  Annual  Prom.  "Dress  to  Impress."  For  gay  and 
lesbian  youths  22  and  under.  Appalachian  Mountain  Club, 
3  joy  St.  7pm- 1  am.  $6.  Info:  482-7858. 

20  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  topic:  "Effects  of  Sexual 
Abuse  on  Intimacy."  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  8-IOpm.  Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Pride 

Calendar 

1 1  Saturday 

Boston  □  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network  Pre- 
Pride  Brunch.  Gather  whether  you  are  marching  or  not. 
Men  welcome.  Community  Church  of  Boston,  565 
Boylston  St.  9:40-1  lam.  $3.  Info:  247-6683. 

Boston  □  “A  Quilt  of  Many  Colors"  photographic 
essay  of  the  AIDS  memorial  and  the  people  brought 
together  by  its  many  colors.  Community  Arts  Gallery, 
UMASS/Boston,  100  Arlington  St.  (Through  July  8)  M-F 
I0am-7pm,  Sat.  l2-6pm.  Free. 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  of  New  England  Gay  Pride 
Celebration  and  Second  Anniversary  Festivities.  Hill 
House,  74  Joy  St.  8pm.  Info:  joe  926-5827;  Michael 
641-1044. 

Boston  □  18th  Annual  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  March  and  Rally.  Assemble  at  City  Hall  Plaza 
(Government  Center  T).  March  starts  at  noon,  rally 
begins  at  2pm  on  the  Common. 


Somerville  □  Lesbian  soap  opera  “Two  in  Twenty” 
is  back  for  one  screening  only.  Wheelchair  accessible,  ex¬ 
cept  bathrooms.  Somerville  Theatre,  Davis  Sq.  8pm. 
Thursday:  episodes  I,  2,  3.  Friday:  episodes  4,  5.  $8.50 
per  night,  $15  for  both  nights  in  advance;  $10  each  night 
at  the  door.  Info:  625-7882. 

17  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  fnends.  Spm  to  1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN.  426-4469. 

Somerville  □  “Two  in  Twenty”  episodes  4  &  5.  See 
6/16  listing. 

18  Saturday 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers,  an  organization  for  older  gay 
males,  holds  its  monthly  meeting.  Program,  refreshments, 
socializing.  Visitors  welcome.  Lindemann  Health  Center, 
25  Stamford  St.  2-4pm.  $1.  Info:  Box  352,  Reading,  MA 


Boston  □  “Every  Penny  Counts”:  live  broadcast  with 
Sunny  Joe  White  on  KISS  I08FM  to  benefit  the  Names 
Project  Quilt.  Bring  your  pennies  to  Faneuil  Hall  to  help 
support  the  Boston  visit  of  the  Quilt  (6/16-19). 
Giveaways,  prizes,  and  a  grand  prize  for  the  most  pennies 
donated.  Ilam-4pm.  Info:  451-9003. 

Boston  □  Amethyst  Women  Drug  and  alcohol-free 
dance  for  recovering  lesbians  and  their  women  friends. 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  9pm-lam.  Info:  641-3377. 

Boston  □  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network  4th 

Annual  Pre-Pride  March  Brunch.  Women  only.  Com¬ 
munity  Church  of  Boston,  565  Boylston  St.  9- 1 1 :30am. 
$3.  Info:  623-5443  or  247-6683. 

Boston  □  Pride  Dance,  “You’re  Not  Alone."  All 

proceeds  benefit  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 
Cydorama,  539  Tremont  St.  9pm.  $12  in  advance.  $15  at 
door. 


Boston  □  First  Annual  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Run.  5-  or  2-mile  run  starting  and  finishing  at  the 
Charles  River  Esplanade  by  the  MDC  pool  between  the 
Science  Museum  and  the  Longfellow  Bridge.  Sponsored  by 
Frontrunners/Boston.  Entry  fee  $8.  Registration  at  star¬ 
ting  line.  Ilam.  Info:  266-6294. 

Boston  □  Rock  Against  Sexism's  Gay  Pride  T-Dance. 
Dance  to  non-sexist  rock’n'roll.  1270  Boylston  St. 
6- 1 0pm.  $1  before  7pm,  $2  after  7pm. 

1 5  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  “Say  It,  Sistert”  presents  revised  ver¬ 
sion  of  Audre  Lorde  reading.  WMBR  88.IFM,  7-8pm. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 


Boston  □  Judy  Grahn  and  Charley  Shively  will  read 
from  their  works  at  a  joint  event  sponsored  by  Glad  Day 
Bookshop  to  celebrate  Gay/Lesbian  Pride.  UMass/Boston 
Downtown  Campus,  first  floor  student  lounge,  100  Arl¬ 
ington  St.  5-7pm.  $5.  Info:  267-3010. 

Boston  □  NAMES  Project  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt 

display  open  7am-6pm.  At  8am,  reading  of  the  names  of 
those  commemorated  in  the  Quilt.  Closing  ceremony  at 
4pm.  Park  Plaza  Castle.  See  6/16  listing. 

Boston  □  MCC  commemorates  the  NAMES  Project 
Quilt  with  women's  musical  ensemble  Libana.  Will 
benefit  local  AIDS  work.  131  Cambridge  St.  7pm.  Info: 
523-7664. 

Cambridge  □  The  AIDS  Film  Project  with  award¬ 
winning  films  "Chuck  Solomon:  Coming  of  Age," 
"Living  With  AIDS,"  "Til  Death  Do  Us  Part."  To 
benefit  GCN.  Brattle  Theatre,  40  Brattle  St.  Ipm.  $6. 
Info:  426-4469. 


01867. 


OCTOBER  43 

AIDS: 

Cultural  Analysis/Cultural  Activism 

Douglas  Crimp,  editor 
articles  and  contributors  include: 

"AIDS:  Keywords"  Jan  Zita  Grover 
"AIDS:  An  Epidemic  of  Signification" 

Paula  A.  Treichler 

"The  Spectacle  of  AIDS"  Simon  Watney 
"Is  the  Rectum  a  Grave?"  Leo  Bersani 
"AIDS  and  Syphilis:  The  Representation  of  a  Disease" 

Sander  Gilman 

"AIDS  in  the  Two  Berlins"  John  Borneman 
"The  Second  Epidemic"  Amber  Hollibaugh, 
Mitchell  Karp,  Katy  Taylor 
"Pictures  of  Sickness:  Stuart  Marshall's  Bright  Eyes" 

Martha  Gever 

"Picture  a  Coalition:  Testing  The  Limits" 

Gregg  Bordowitz 

"Fighting  the  Victim  Label"  Max  Navarre 
"People  With  AIDS  Coalition  Portfolio"  P.W.A.C. 
"Further  Violations  of  Our  Rights"  Carol  Leigh 
"Needed:"  Suki  Ports 
"AIDS  Education  as  Cultural  Practice" 

Douglas  Crimp 
$10.00  Available  May. 

Also  to  be  published  as  a  book  in  Fall. 

Published  by  MIT  Press  Journals.  Available  at  fine  bookstores  and 

The  MIT  Press  Bookstore 

292  Main  Street  •  Kendall  Sq  •  Cambridge  MA  02142 

617  253-5249  •  phone  &  mail  orders  •  MC  &  VISA 


Bring  Your  Penny  Collection 
to  Gay  Pride  for  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt 


Every  Penny  Counts 
Drop-Off  Point:  Faneuil  Hall 
Saturday,  June  11,  11  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

ISee  the  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt  June  16-19,  at  the  Park  Plaza  Castle 
corner  of  Arlington  Street  and  Columbus  Ave. 

For  more  information,  call  451-9003. 

See  you  there! 

. ~~ .  . » 


OUT  IN  THE  SUN 

P  •  ■ 


Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride  Day 
June  25,  1988 

PAX’S  PEAK  SKI  RESORT  -  Route  114  Hennlker,  [M.H. 
DAV  LONG  EVENTS  -  10:00AM  -  6:00PM 
SPEAKERS:  Virginia  Apuzzo  -  Barbara  Gittings 

Bike  Tour  -  Volleyball  —  Games  -  Contra  Dancing  -  Film  Festival 
Entertainers  -  “Jam"  Tent  -  Vendors  -  Day  Stage 

Afternoon  Concert  4:OOpm  —  6:00 pm 
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H  eat  her  B  l  stoop  <3< 
Elliot  Etllstoow 


OOOOOOOOOOrjrtOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

Admission  to  ALL  Pride  Day  events  —  Including  Concert  —  $15.00 

Volunteer  time  available  In  lieu  of  admission  fee  a  rate  of  $5.00  reduction 
per  volunteer  hour. 

Wheelchair  accessible  for  ourslde  events,  assistance  available  for  Inside 
events.  AS  L  Interpreters  available  for  workshops  If  needed. 

|~  8pm- lam  Dance  at  Pat's  Peak,  $5.00  <$A.OO  with  Pride  Button) 

INFO  003  669  0096  <  Jack  ) 

603  362  9306  <  Flora  ) 


One  screening  only! 

a  lesbian  soap  opera 
is  back  for  GAY  PRIDE 


Two  in  Twent 
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bathrooms  are  not. 


^Thursday,  June  16  Episodes  1,  2,  3  8PM 
friday,  June  17  Episodes  4,  5  8PM 
>omerville  Theatre,  Davis  Square,  Somerville 


Tickets  available  at: 

New  Words,  Glad  Day  Books,  Sandy’s  Music,  Bodyworks  Gym,  Arborway  Video,  and  Deaf,  Inc. 

Tickets  also  available  at: 

Q  cn  nor  ninht  nr  cic’nn  fnr "hTth  ni’ohto  Somerville  Theatre  Box  Office.  For  more  info,  call  Two  in  Twenty  at  625-7882 

IL50  pe:  night  or  $15.00  tor  both  nights  in  advance  The  <lde0  |s  closed  c  lioned  The  theatre  is  wheelchair  accesJble,  but  the  b; 

HS10.00  per  night  on  day  of  show 


